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No decision yet on further peace talks 

AMMAN (R) — Arab states negotiating peace with Israel wit! dedde at a 
coordination meeting in Amman on June 6 whether to attend a further 
round of Middle East talks in Washington, Jordan's new prime minister 
said Saturday. Abdul Salam A! Majali, sworn in by King Hussein earlier 
in the day as prime minister and foreign minister, said the meeting of Arab 
foreign ministers would assess progress in the previous nine rounds of 
talks and prospects for any more. "We will conduct an evaluation of what 
has happened ... and will then make a decision.'* Dr. Majali told Reuters. 
An Egyptian newspaper said on Saturday that Arab states have already 
decided to attend a further round of peace talks in Washington to begin oh 
June 14. The previous rounds have made limited progress, prompting a 
growing call from Palestinians to abandon the talks. 
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27- member Maj ali government 


King mandates new 

y Ayman A1 Safadi King said he anmintMt tv 
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Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

— CWrf Jordanian 
delegate to the Arab-IsraS 
talks Abdul Salam A1 

« Sa^day sworn in 

as head of a caretaker govem- 
ment entrusted with the main 
task of overseeing the coun- 
try s first multi-party par- 
liamentary elections in nearly 
three decades. y 

Dr. Majali's 27-member 
k-abinet replaces that of out- 
going Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, who submit- 
£? Jys reagnation Thursday. 
Shanf Zeid s government in- 
cluded 15 ministers who plan 
to contest the next elections 
•but are constitution allv banned 

from doing so while' still in 
office. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
formally appointed Dr. Majali 
to bead the new government 
on Saturday. 

Dr. Majali, who had held 
several ministerial posts in the 
past and served as an army 
officer and president of the 
University of Jordan, retained 
the key portfolios of defence 
and foreign affairs for himself 
in the new government of tech- ' 
nocrats and bureaucrats that 
include two Christians and six 
Jordanians of Palestinian ori- 
gin. 

No official announcement 
has been made on who will 
replace Dr. Majali as head of 
the Jordanian delegation to the 
peace talks, but officials ex- 
pected Ambassador in 
Washington Fayez Tarawneh 
to lead the team. 

In a letter of designation to 
Dr. Majali, who does not need 
a vote of confidence from Par- 
Ijpnent which ended its last 
ordinary session in March, the 


King said he appointed Dr. 
Majali as prime minister of 
“the government of a new era 
that will conduct elections,” 
scheduled to take place later 
this year. 

“And as I entrust you and 
the new government with this 
national task, I am sure... that 
you will be extremely careful 
to take all possible, suitable 
and required measures to hold 
the elections on the basis of the 
Constitution,” King Hussein 
told Dr. Majali. 

The King also asked the new 
prime_ minister to facilitate the 
participation of all eligible vo- 
ters in the elections which he 
said should be the fairest and 
most comprehensive. 

“All voters should be re- 
minded of “their responsibility 
towards the country and peo- 
ple, and that their votes should 
be given to th- best 'qualified 
whose purpose and objective is 
the service < the country," 
King Hussein told Dr. Majali. 
(see fall text of King’s letter on 
Page 5) 

“The government will strive 
to hold the elections in an 
atmosphere of fairness and 
(will work to ensure) the parti- 
cipation of all in the elections 
without discrimination," Dr. 
Majali said in his letter of 
acceptance. 

Dr. Majali said the govern- 
ment will ensure equality for 
all citizens in rights and obliga- 
tions and will emphasise 
citizens' respon sibilities to par- 
ticipate uTtEeT elections and 
vote for those who can serve 
their .country and their future. 

In addition to mandating Dr. 
Majali with holding the elec- 
tions, the King instructed the 
new Cabinet to guard the 
country's democratic process, 
protect human rights, reform 


>er lviajau government is sworn m 

Cabinet with overseeing elections, pursuing peace and maintaining development 



ffis Majesty King H u ss e in with the Cabinet sworn in Saturday tended 


by Prime Minister Abdul Salan Majali (Petra photo! 


the bureaucracy, develop the 
economy and human re- 
sources, seek improved Arab 
relations and pursue a just and 
comprehensive Middle East 
peace, among other things. 

Dr. Majali pledged that his 
government's commitments to 
all domestic and foreign policy 
outlines included in the King’s 
letter of designation. 

“We are entering a new 
democratic. Arab and Jorda- 
nian era to which we are all 
contributing on the basis of 
justice, dignity and human 
rigbts, and building its institu- 
tions in accordance with law,” 
the King told Dr. Majali in the 
13-page jetter of designation. 

The King said the democra- 
tisarion process, which was a 


■ 

Jordanian choice not meant to 
outbid others, came out of a 
long belief in its viability and 
was started at the suitable 
time. He pointed to the 
National Charter, which he 
said was adopted by all Jorda- 
nians and drew the features of 
the new era on. the basis of 
respect foT the Constitution, 
and equality for all in rights 
and obligations. 

He said the policies of the 
new era are predicated on the 
support of justice," forgiveness 
from which firmness is not 
absent,” a foreign policy based 
on cooperation, mutual respect 
and non-interference in the 
domestic affairs of other coun- 
tries as well as commitment to 
human rights and international 


regimes which “we hope the 
United Nations will translate 
through deep changes in its 
structure so that it would be- 
come a human organisation 
reflecting the realities of today, 
and not continue to represent 
an old order whose bases have 
fallen.” 

Dr. Majali said the govern- 
ment will work towards the 
* achievement of the goals of 
this era and will defend the 
country against what he called 
attempts to harm the democra- 
tic process. 

The King urged the building 
of the state of law in which 
balance would exist among the 
executive, legislative and judi- 
cial branches of government. 


“We want a developed, 
effective and dynamic execu- 
tive authority... and we want a 
(bureaucracy) filled with the 
most qualified,” not one para- 
lysed by favouritism, red tape 
and fear of shouldering respon- 
sibility, the King told Dr. Ma- 
jali. 

He called for the develop- 
ment of human resources 
saying that assigning leading 
positions to able people is 
essential, and pinpointing the 
need for supporting and reas- 
sessing the foreign service de- 
partment and the development 
of the media. 

In order to build a credible 
media, the King said, Jordan 
needs to develop a new genera- 


Cabinet list 

Prime Minister, (aho Minister of Defence. Foreign Affairs i — Abdul 
Salam Al Majali 

Ministers: 

Agriculture Manna 

Communications and Postal AlTairs Tmrq Subdmat 

Culture Mahmoud Samra 

Education and Higher Education : Khafed AS Omari 

Energy and Mineral Resources Watid Asfour 

Finance Minister SamlQammo 

Health Abdul Rahim Mai has 

Information jMa’an Abu .\otrar 

Interior Salameb Hammad 

Justice Hatch Al Wazani 

Laft ? ur KhaledAIChzaw 

Municipal, Ratal toad Environmental AlTairs Mohammad Mabdi Al Farhaa 

Planning ZiadFariz 

Public Works and Housing Khaiaf Hawaii 

Religious AlTairs Abdul Salam Al Abbadi 

Social Development Mohammad AISqour 

topply Radi Ibrahim 

Tourism and Antiquities Yanal Hikmat 

Trade and Industry ! Bassam AlSaket 

Transport Salman Al Tarawneh 

Water and Irrigation Bassam Kakish 

Youth Abdullah Oweidat 

Ministers of State: 

Foreign Affairs Talal AJ Hassan 

Legal Affairs Khakd Al Zou f bi 

Minister of State for Prime Ministry Jawad A! Anani" 


Minis ter of State ..................... 

don of journalists and a press 
that can shoulder its responsi- 
bility in a reasonable and ba- 
lanced manner, steps which 
Dr. Majali said his government* 
will take. 

Referring to inter-Arab rela- 
tions, King Hussein said Jor- 
dan supports any steps that 
consolidate closer Arab ties. 
Dt. Majali said his government 
will work towards forging Arab 


Ahmad Al Akaileb 

m 

relations based on mutual re- 
spect and overcoming current 
divisions among Arab states. 

“We are with restarting 
frank, constructive and 
brotherly dialogue (among 

(Continued on page 3) 

See page 3 for profile of members 
of the new Cabinet 
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King expresses deep appreciation of 
Sharif Zeid Cabinet’s achievements 
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AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday accepted 
the resignation of Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker’s govern- 
ment, and sent the outgoing pre- 
mier a message expressing his 
•.appreciation for the efforts of his 
26- member cabinet since it took 
office in October 1991. 

The King’s message said: “You 
have shouldered responsibility 
and upheld the trust fhithfiilly, 
and, together with your col- 
leagues, executed your duties in a 
manner that won the favour and 
support of the Jordanian peo- 
ple:" 

The King praised Sharif Zeid 
as a man who followed in the 
footsteps of the Hashemite ances- 
tors in upholding the standards of 
the Great Arab Revolt and its 
principles and mission. 

The King said that the Sharif 
Zeid Cabinet shouldered respon- 
sibility at a very critical stage, and 
succeeded in accomplishing ma- 


jor achievements like the Political 
Parties and the Press and Publica- 
tions Law, and the abolition of 
martial law as well as the restruc- 
turing of the national economy 
and contributions to the ongoing 
peace process. 

Sharif Zeid said in his resigna- 
tion letter that he was satisfied 
that the outgoing government 
had made major achievements 
towards fulfilling the mandate 
and the programme set by the 
King in his letter of designation in 
October 1991. 

“My colleagues and I were 
honoured to shoulder the respon- 
sibility and work, under your 
command and wise directions, to 
build the new Jordanian society, 
enjoying free expression, political 
pluralism and security under the 
rule of the law,” said Sharif Zeid. 

Sharif Zeid said that the 
national economy achieved 11. 
per cent growth in 1992. a year 
which witnessed a major increase 


in the role of the private sector 
which further enhanced economic 
progress and stability. 

Economic activity continued to 
increase in the first quarter of 
1993 stability in the rate of ex- 
change of the Jordanian dinar 
was maintained and an increase 
in the foreign currency reserves 
was achieved, Sharif Zeid said. 

King confers medal on Jardaneh 
page 3 9 

The outgoing premier said that 
for the first time in the Kingdom's 
history, local revenues covered al 
current expenses and contributed 
by 50 per cent to the capital 
expenditure for the current year. 

He said that the outgoing gov- 
ernment was able to reduce the 
volume of foreign indebtedness 
by $800 million, while the 1992 
rate of inflation did not rise above 
four per cent. 


Furthermore, he said, the gov- 
ernment succeeded in improving 
administrative reform. 

At the same time, he said, the 
government, following the King's 
directives, continued to provide 
all possible assistance to the 
Palestinian people and worked 
towards cementing Jordan's ties 
with Arab and Islamic states. 

Later in the day. King Hussein 
received at the Royal Court Shar- 
if Zeid and his Cabinet colleagues 
and voiced his appreciation of 
their efforts during their man- 
date. 

“You have carried out your 
duty and lived up to expectations 
and therefore you deserve all 
appreciation,” King Hussein 
said. 

“We are now at the threshold 
of a new stage in which many of 
the outgoing Cabinet members 
are preparing to the coming par- 
liamentary elections which we 
hope would mark another step 


forward for Jordan — a step that 
makes voters feel their votes are 
of importance and voting is of 
paramount importance to the 
nation," King Hussein said. 

Reiterating that the general 
elections will be held on sche- 
dule, the King expressed hope 
that the polls will constitute a 
qualitative step forward. The 
King also reaffirmed that Jordan 
had chosen the way of democracy 
and political pluralism to be fol- 
lowed in the spirit of the Con- 
stitution and the National Char- 
ter and respect for human rights. 

“We aim for success because 
failure would be detrimental for 
all while success of this experi- 
ment will extend beyond Jordan's 
geographical borders," the King 
said. 

Sharif Zeid said that he and his 
colleagues appreciated the con- 
tinued support extended by the 
King throughout the 18 months of 
their mandate and they took 
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Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker chairs the last session of his Cabinet Saturday 


Outgoing Prime Minister Sharif : 
(Petra photo) 

pride in this support and achieve- 
ments. 

Sharif Zeid and his successor 


at the Prime Ministry shortly 
before the announcement of the 
new government. Sharif Zeid la- 
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New Cabinet seen unlikely to herald major long-term policy changes 

Door kept open for amending Election Law; commitment to Mideast peace process underlined 


J.? 


■i - 1 iik jv 




By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Other than the 
obvious message of the King- 
dom's continued commitment 
to the Middle East process, the 
make-up of the newly 
appointed Cabinet of Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
and the terms of its mandate 
reassert its caretaker nature as 
a temporary government un- 
likely to introduce any major 
change in long-term national 
policies. 

It Unless the government uses 
its prerogative to amend the 
nationaF~Etection Law, 
analysts and observers agree, 
the mandate of Dr. Majali’s 
government will concentrate 


on pursuing established poli- 
cies and programmes until. 
November when the new Par- 
liament convenes. 

Two factors contribute to 
this conclusion. One, Analysts 
* maintain is the time limit — 
five months until November — 
and, two, Dr. Majali's choice 

r f portfolios and appointees. 

“This is a temporary govern- 
ment which has a specific pur- 
pose and that is to hold elec- 
tions,” a former minister told 
the Jordan Times. “It will not 
have time to introduce some- 
thing new or to be innovative.” 
He and other analysts be- 
lieve that Dr. Majali's decision 
not to appoint any deputy pre- 
miers and to upgrade several 
secretary-generals to the post 


of ministers indicated that he 
expected the ministers only to 
cany out instructions rather 
than formulate policies. 

Exceptions to these are the 
appointments of Dr. Maan 
Abu Nowar, a political science 
graduate from Oxford Uni- 
versity, as information minis- 
ter, and Dr. Jawad Anani, a 
well-known economist and 

S itititian, as minister of state 
r prime ministry affairs. 

HEWS ANALYSIS 

Dr. Majali *5 Cabinet, obser- 
vers say, has three tenants of 
politicians and experts in three 
main areas: the peace process,- 
the economy and elections. 

One, headed by Dr. Majali 
himself in his capacity as fore- 


ign minister, will deal primarily 
with the Middle East peace 
talks. That team includes Dr. 
Anani and Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Talal Sataan 
AJ Hassan, both of whom were 
members of the Jordanian 
negotiating team in Washing- 
ton. 

The second team includes 
the ministers charged with con- 
tinuing the country's economic 
and financial policies which are 
very unlikely to witness any 
change especially that the new 
member to the team. Finance 
Minister Sami Gamrno, is only 
expected to follow and apply 
the policies that were already 
set by his predecessor Basel 
Jardaneh that mainly include 
fulfilling the teams of agree- 


ments with the International 
Monetary Fund and other in- 
ternational lending agencies. 

The third team, the most 
likely to introduce change, is 
the "elections" team, that 
would oversee the main task of 
the caretaker government. 

Interior Minister SaJameh 
Hammad, who supervised the 
last parliamentary elections in 
1989 while serving as under- 
secretary of the Ministry of 
Interior, is being supported by 
at least two ministers who have 
served at one point or another 
as Legal advisors or senior 
officials at the ministry. The 
two are minister of State 
Ahmad Akaileh, who has 
served as secretary general of 
the Ministry of Interior and 


Minister of State for ' legal 
Affairs Khalid Al Zoubi, who 
served as deputy governor at 
the ministry before he received 
a doctorate in public law and 
became an associate professor 
at University of Jordan. 

Although King Hussein did 
not directly call for a change in 
tee elections law in his letter of 
designation of Premier Majali, 
that possibility was not ruled 
out either. Analysts believe 
teat the King left that option 
open for the government and 
that the appointment of a 
minister of state for legal 
affairs — a new portfolio that 
seems to contradict with tee 
Ministry of J ustice — may indi- 
cate that a change of the law 
was possible. 


Analysts also believe that 
Dr. Majali has appointed an 
elections team that can with- 
stand political pressure if it 
railed for a change in the Elec- 
tion Law. 

* The new premier himself is 
known to be someone who can 
take tough decisions and his 
team for the elections are the 
kind of men who will execute 
such a change if needed.” a 
well-placed former official 
said. 

The fact that Dr. Majali did 
not need tee blessing of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
and therefore did not try to 
include ministers from the 
different array of political 
onemadoos in the country may 
have contributed to a criticism 


of its makeup as “too bland." 

Apart from a few technoc- 
rats, most of the other minis- 
ters were described a S 

bureaucrats who will ac t as 
employees." What adds to this 
criticism is that the premier did 
not name a strong diplomat to 
the Foreign Ministry post pre- 
ferring to add that post to his 
duties as prime minister and 
minister of defence. 

“The premier looks to be 
juggling too many responsibili- 
ties and allocating less to 
others in his Cabinet." an 
analyst said, adding, however 
teat this was onlv a first im- 
pression and actual practice 
may bring more decentralisa- 
tion of authority. 
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Middle East News 



iidanese rebels sign 


ccord on ‘safe havens’ 


NAIROBI CR) — Sudan's two 
main feuding rebel factions have 
signed a landmark agreement 
creating a demilitarised "safe 
haven" where thousands of starv- 
ing southerners could receive 
food and humanitarian supplies. 

A statement issued after talks 
in the Kenyan capital Nairobi 
said both sides would immediate- 
ly begin withdrawing their forces 
from within 72-kilometre radius 
of the southern hamlets of Ayod, 
Xongor, Waat and Yuai. 

The area, dubbed by aid work- 
ers the "starvation triangle", is 
controlled by the two main fac- 
tions of the Sudan's .People Li- 
beration Army (SPLA). 

"No military personnel will be' 
-ermitted to come into this entire 
demilitarised area, and there will 
re no hindrance whatsoever to 
the humanitarian relief effort to 
i'ne United Nations," it said. 

The statement was signed by 
John Kong Nyuon of the main- 
stream SPLA. led by John 
G a rang, and Simon Mori Didu- 
mo of the breakaway SPLA -Un- 
ited in the presence of Washing- 
ton's ambassador to Sudan, 
Donald Pettersen, who brokered 
the accord. 

The United States has been the 
loudest critic of factional fighting 
between the rebels and Mr. Pet- 
■ersen has accused them of cal- 
lous disregard for the people they 
say they represent. 

The statement said the pullout 
from the area where an estimated 
£0,000 people are on the edge of 
extinction bad to be completed by 
June 5, but it was not clear if 


U.N. observers would then police 
the newly demilitarised zone. 

It was also not clear what, 
guarantee Washington had given 
die rebels that Sudan government 
forces would not move in. 

The two factions, united until 

last year in a 10-year war against 
the government in northern 
Sudan, pledged to guarantee the 
safety of all relief workers and 
their properly in the area. 

The agreement will be seen as a 
breakthrough in efforts to stop 
suffering to thousands caught up 
in a vicious internal SPLA power 
struggle which broadly follows 
tribal lines. 

The statement made no men- 
tion of a general ceasefire, but 
committed both sides to more 
talks. 

'‘Dialogue on further demili- 
tarisation will continue on a bi- 
lateral basis,” it said. 

Khartoum, which originally 
opposed the “safe haven” con- 
cept as an infringement of 
sovereignty, came under strong 
pressure from Washington to 
abandon hopes of a military solu- 
. tion. This year it held off from 
launching the usual dry-season 
offensive. 

“The Sudan government is ter- 
rified of a Somalia-style interven- 
tion,” said the U.N. source. Last 
year U.S. troops led the interna- 
tional operation to protect relief 
work in Somalia. 

Visitors returning to the Ke- 
nyan capital Nairobi from the 
"starvation triangle” said internal 
SPLA fighting over the last two 
rflbnths had created a humanita- 


rian nightmare. 

“People, little more than skin 
and bone, are dying of hunger 
every day. Those too young or 
too old to flee fighting have been 
massacred. Aid compounds have 
been destroyed,” said Rory Nu- 
gent, a journalist working for the 
U.S. magazine Rolling Stone. 


Delegates to the talks in Nairo- 
bi said Mr. Pettersen flew earlier 


this week to the area held hy Riak 
Machar, leader of the SPLA’s 
“Nasir" faction, to secure his 
backing for die proposal after 
winning approval from die main- 
stream SPLA faction. 

Former Sudanese army Col- 
onel Garang’s mainstream faction 
had previously held out against 
the idea. 

Independent analysts say the 
switch came after Col. Garang’s 
men tried to eliminate March’s . 
faction last month in an offensive 
which outraged the international 
aid community. 

Col. Garang is touring Western 
Europe in an attempt to regain, 
lost support after the failure this 
month of peace talks between his 
faction and the Khartoum gov- 
ernment. 


Earlier this week die United 
Nations appointed a special en- 
voy to Sudan, saying one million 
people, about a quarter of all die 
people m the south, were at risk 
of starvation. 

The envoy, VIeri Trader of 
Italy, said he would soon visit 
Sudan and neighbouring nations 
in an attempt to focus more world 
attention on Sudan's tragedy. 


Vlarkets bustle as war- wracked 


Kabul prepares for festival 


ICABUL (AP) — Markets bus- 
tled and shoppers carted home 
sheep, clothes and sweets Satur- 
day, hoping to celebrate a Mus- 
lim festival during a ceasefire 
between warring Islamic factions. 

“Beg, borrow or steal, we must 
celebrate .That is the only way to 
keep the mind off the war,” said 
Mohammad Qasim, a jobless 
man who borrowed money from a 
friend to buy cloth for his son. 

At least 1 ,300 people have 
been .killed, in Kabul in fighting 
this month among Muslim guer- 
rillas who seized the government 
last year. 

Another 6,500 people have 
been injured, mostly civilians 
caught in the barrage of rockets. 
Large parts of the city, including 
government buildings and big 


shops, bave been devastated. 

Setting aside the fear of war 
hanging over Kabul despite the 
week-old ceasefire, residents 
thronged the Khair Khana mar- 
ket to buy sheep for the three-day 
Eid-I-Quorban Holiday begin- 
ning Monday. 

Muslims traditionally fatten 
and kill a sheep during Eid, don- 
ate one-third of the meat to the 
poor, give -the same portion to 
: relatives and feast on the remain- 
ing meat. ■ 

' Despite high prices, one sheep 
:sold for 40 ,000 Afghanis: ($40) or 
one month's salary of an average 
blue collar worker. 

In the ancient Labe-Darya 
Bazaar, businessmen set up stalls 
on the road as they did in peace 
time, selling raisins, almonds, pis- 
tachio. cookies, cloth, vegetables 


and jewelery. 

‘There will be no sheep this 
time in our house, but we will 
wish each other in the family and 
feel happy,” said Qasim, who 
used to work as a government 
clerk. 


Since the guerrillas took over 
the country from a Soviet-backed 
government in April 1992, gov- 
ernment offices have mostly been 
shut. Many were bombed out in 
the fighting. 


After coming to power, differ- 
ences between guerrilla leaders 
exploded into all -out civil war. 
Toe fighting this month in Kabul 
was between the forces of Prime 
Minister-Designate Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar and former Defence 
Minister Ahmad Shah Masood 
over political supremacy. 


Faltering Cyprus talks to resume Tuesday 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Talks between the leaders of the 
Greek and Turkish Cypriot com- 
munities, generally believed to be 
going badly, will resume next 
luesday in the presence of the 
>ive permanent members of the 
Security Council, both sides said. 

“The secretary-general has de- 
cided to call a meeting Tuesday 
and lias informed us that he will 
ask the representatives of the 
permanent members to attend,” 
Cypriot President Glafcos der- 
ides said. 

He and Turkish Cypriot leader 
Rauf Denktash, who provided 
the same information, spoke 
separately with reporters after 
meeting together for more than 
an hour with Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali. 

The next session was scheduled 
for Tuesday because the United 
Nations will be closed Monday 
for the United States Memorial 
Day holiday. 

Representatives of the five 
permanent Security Council 
members — the Linked States, 
Russia, Britain, France and Chi- 
na — were present when the talks 

opened Monday, to stress the 

need for progress. 

Their reappearance next Tues- 
day is apparently aimed at 
adding further pressure. 


w 

The talks mark the latest phase 
of long-running efforts to reunite 
the divided Mediterranean island 
under a federal system. 

The focus during the past week 
has been on a number of mea- 
sures designed to. build confi- 
dence between the Greek and 
Turkish Cypriot communities, at 
loggerheads since a joint adminis- 
tration collapsed in late 1963, 
three years after Cyprus gained 
independence from Britain. 

The confidence-building mea- 
sures include placing part of the 
uninhabited resort town of 
Varosha under U.N. administra- 
tion and reopening Nicosia Air- 
port, also under U.N. control. 

Both have ceased to function 
since Turkish troops landed in the 
north of the bland in 1974, after a 
coup in Nicosia backed by the 
military junta then ruling Greece. 

Neither Mr. Qerides nor Mr. 
Denktash would comment -on the 
substance of the talks since both 
sides are bound by a news black- 
out. But sources dose to the 
negotiations said they had been 
going badly. 

Cypriot Foreign Minister Ale- 
cos Michaelides said Wednesday 
serious problems had arisen 
which prompted him to hold 
separate meetings with each of 
the five permanent_cbuncfl mem- 


bers. 

The current round of talks bad 
been expected to condude by die 
week-end, when Dr. Ghali is 
scheduled to leave on a month- 
long trip to North Africa and 
Europe. 

Mr. Denktash had also hoped 
to return home before the start of 
the Muslim holiday next 
Tuesday. 

A U.N. spokesman said the 
secretary-general would go ahead 
with his trip. It was presumed 
Tuesday's meeting would be 
chaired by one of the senior U.N. 
offidals also taking part. 

They indude former C-anarfinn 
Prime Minister Joe Clark, recent- 
ly appointed Dr- GhalTs special 
representative for Cyprus, and 
Under Secretary-General for 
Political Affairs Marrack Gould- 

ing. 

When the talks opened last 
Monday, Mr. Denktash was re- 


ported to have said that, in return 
for aereeine to transfer nart of 


for agreeing to transfer part of 
Varosha to U.N. control, be 
wanted the lifting of a Greek 
Cypriot embargo against Turkish 
Cypriot airports and seaports and 
against sports and cultural con- 
tacts. 

Mr. Denktash said the embar- 
go was the main source of mis- 
trust between the two sides. 
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RUSHDIE PROTESTS: Turkish riot poBce 
throw down a demonstrator daring a Mesfim 
ftmHamxihiKrf rafly against the Turkish newspap- 
er AydmHk. The protest erupted after the paper 
began nwinteg extracts of Salman Rushdie’s “The 


Satanic "Verses” last Wednesday. According to 
police some 40 people were attested. In the 
meantime Turkish authorities have begun seizing 
copies of Am leftist newspaper (AFP photo). 


Khamenei slams S. Arabia over Haj 


NICOSIA (R) — ban's spiritual 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
lambasted Saudi Arabia Saturday 
for banning a political rally dur- 
ing the annual pilgrimage to Mec- 
ca, saying Muslims have a right to 
express their opinions. 

The official Iranian news agen- 
cy IRNA quoted Mr. Khamenei 
as saying in a letter to his pilgrim- 
age representative, Mohammad 
Mohammad! Reyshahri, the “bit- 
ter, irresponsible and illogical' 
move of die Saudi government 
was surprising and deplorable.” 

Iran said Saudi riot police 
backed by armoured vehicles and 
helicopters imposed a virtual 
state of siege around the offices 
of Iran ’5 haj mission in Mecca to 
stop people from gathering for a 
planned “deliverance from in- 
fidels” rally Thursday. 


Saudi Arabia has regularly 
warned against political agitation 
during the haj, or pilgrimage, 
which reaches its dimax Sunday 
when as many as two million 
Muslims from around the world 
gather to pray at Mount Arafat 
where the Prophet Mohammad 
gave his last sermon. 

Mr. Khamenei said the Saudi 
government had no right to ban 
tee ceremony, normally marked 
by anti-American and anti-Israeli 
slogans. 

“It is not acceptable to me that 
a government which has under- 
taken to serve the haj pilgrims 
prevents the holding of a cere- 
mony which is aimed at Muslim 
unity and dignity of Islamic Na- 
tions and which demonstrates 
hatred towards the arrogant pow- 
ers and enemies of the Islamic 
world,” be wrote. 

Iranian pilgrims have in the 
past two years held peaceful ral- 
lies outside their haj offices with- 
out interference by the Saudi 
authorities. The rallies were held 
under a deal in 1990 that allowed 
Iranian pilgrims to return to the 


haj after a three-year boycott. 

They stayed away after more 
than 400 people, mainly Iranians, 
were lolled in a 1987 dash with 
Saudi security forces trying to bar 
a rally in central Mecca. 

In a strongly worded Saudi 
statement released earlier Satur- 
day, the conservative kingdom, 
home to Islam’s holiest rites, 
defended its ban and stressed its 
determination to stop political 
agitation during the haj and pre- 
vent acts that may threaten its 
security. 

Saudi Arabia “would like to 
reiterate its categorical rejection 
of the holding of marches and 
gatherings in general and 
...chanting slogans and carrying 
pictures and flags, especially dur- 
ing the haj,” the statement said. 

The statement, which did not 
say why the authorities moved 
against dm Iranians this year, said 
Saudi Arabia “will not allow any- 
one at any time to violate the 
teachings of Islam on its soil and 
carry out any action which 
threatens the security of the state. 
We shall never put up with it.” 

Iran had earlier accused Saudi 
Arabia of bowing to U.S. press- 
ure and weakening Muslim unity 
by banning Iranian pilgrims from 
holding the planned anti- 
American rally in Mecca. 

“The Sandi government, under 
U.S. pressure, prevented the di- 
vine ...ceremony from taking 
place,” the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement Fri- 
day. 

Tehran radio ' reported from 
Mecca that Sandi security forces 
Friday removed roadblocks 
around Iran's haj headquarters in 
the holy city, more than 24 hours 
after they were erected. 

“Haj is a divine-political ritual 
and Muslims take advantage of 
their annual gathering by the 
house of God to protest against 
oppression of Muslims around 
the world,” said the ministry 


statement, quoted by Tehran 
radio. 

The pilgrims wanted to protest 
primarily against “genocide of 
Muslims in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina,” and the Saudi ac- 
tion “weakened unity of Mus- 
lims,” it said. 

Mr. Reyshahri said pilgrims 
had heeded his calls for calm in 
the face of the “unjustifiable” 
Saudi action and no clashes had 
occurred. 

He sent a message to Mr. 
Khamenei, saying the Iranian pil- 
grims were “ready to carry out 
instructions of that great leader” 
Tehran radio said. 


Relations between the two ma- 
jor oil producers which are ruled 
by rival sects of Islam have great- 
.ly improved in the past two years. 

They hit a low point in 1987 
when 402 people, mostly Ira- 
nians, were killed in riots which 
erupted when Saudi police tried 
to stop an Iranian demonstration 
in Mecca. 

Both countries spoke earlier 
this month of a desire for closer 
ties after Iranian Foreign Minis- 
ter Ali Afcbar Velayati visited 
Riyadh for talks with King Fahd 
and other Saudi leaders. ■’-* 1 

Tehran firstformaiJy protested . 
to Saudi- Arabia Thursday when it 
summoned the Shudi ambassador 
to the foreign ministry: . 

Speakers at Tehran’s Friday 
prayers the main political gather- 
ing in the Iranian capital, conde- 
mned the Saudi ban in relatively 
mild terms. 

- Ayatollah Ahmad Jannati, a 
bard liner, touched on the matter 
only briefly in the main sermon, 
saying Muslims were “disturbed” 
by tire ban. 

“Whom docs this action make 
happy? Our enemies — who are 
also the enemies of Arabs and 
Muslims. They are the ones who 
have unsheathed their swords to 
figh t Islam,” he said. 


Fate of missing Kuwaitis haunts emirate 


KUWAIT (AP) — Mastura A1 
Hamad tore her eyes away from 
the photographs of her brother 
and her three nephews and sob- 
bed: “The look in their eyes 
shatters me. I feel they're implor- 
ing me for help. Bnt there's no- 
thing I can do.” 

The four men are part of a 
nightmare that still haunts 


Palestinian deportees shivering 
in their tents In South Lebanon, 
she aljnost envies their families. 

“At. least they get to see them 
on the TV news arul know they’re 
alive,” the 32-year-old housewife 
said despondently. 


‘We know absolutely nothing 
>ut our missing prisoners and 


start on war reparations. 

Most are civilians abitrarily 
snatched from their homes and 
mosques during the occupation. 
About 200 are mostly stateless 
Arabs and some Asians who were 
living in Kuwait when the Iraqis 
invaded. 


Kuwait nearly 2 V* years after 
allied forces liberated from Iran 


— 850 missing men, women and 
children, whose fete remains a 
mystery. 

There has been no word of 


about our missing prisoners and 
we can only dream about receiv- 
ing letters from them.” 

Her brother and nephews were 


arrested by Iraqi troops hi late 
August 1990, Jtnree weeks after 


them since they disappeared dur- 
ing the seven-month Irao occuoa- 


ing the seven-month Iraq occupa- 
tion, beyond the occasional re- 
port of months-old sightings. 

“I sometimes feel that every- 
body's life went back to normal 
when liberation came, except for 
ours,” said Mastura. 

When riie sees starving Bos- 
nian prisoners on television or 


August 1990, Jthree weeks after 
die Iraqi army invaded the emi- 
rate. 

The four men had taken their 
frightened families to neighbour- 
ing Saudi Arabia and were driv- 
ing back to Kuwait across the 
desert when they were captured. 

Kuwait claims that the Iraqis, 
driven out of the emirate on Feb. 
26. 1991, are still holding the 850, 
possibly as bargaining counters 
when - negotiations eventually 


Iraq released more than 6,000 
prisoners after the Gulf War, but 
insists it holds no more people 
from Kuwait. It refuses to allow 
the International Red Cross ac- 
cess to its prisons. 

But some Kuwaitis who bavp 
been freed say they were held in 
Iraq with countrymen who have 
not yet been accounted for. 

Bader Hussein was 19 when he 
was seized. 


His aunt, Aysha Hassan, 52, 

raised him like a son and says she 
has lost interest in living since be 
disappeared. She has had no 
word of him since then. 
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Spanish king ends Turkey visit 

R 


- r.| ' 


state visit to Tiirkcy Friday s iftei^oWingan historic meeting 
W* -“ASH ^mrLnitv whose ancestors were MpeUed 


StoTof a Jewish community whose ancestors were wpdjed 

aE0 xhc meeting was the first between * 

noS?ch^tui Turkey's Sephardic ano^iMigo 

and Isabel, the Catholic king and queen of Spam. 

fen* in 1492 King Juan Carlos received Jewish leaden tad 

directors of a ouincentennial foundation formed to 

the arrival of the Jews. Most of 

Sephardim, many of whom still speak LadmO, a 

tongue. King Juan Carlos was accompanied by Quee ? r ^fe » 

Industry Mirrister Claudio Aranzadi and un^rscCTctaryofteete 

affairs Maximo Cagal. Later in the day. King Juan Cariosnrw 

Queen Sofia shopped in Istanbul’s fabled Covered 

also visited the 16th cenmiy SuIeymMve Moroue. buflt W 

Ottoman Saltan Suleyman the Magnificent, and toured the 

Karive Cami an 11th century church that is now a museum boi 

K Byzantine freiocs. The Anatolian News A**# 

reported that the royal couple left for home Friday night. , 

New York blast suspects plead Innocent : 

NEW YORK (R) — Five men charged with the fatal bombing ol 
the World Trade Centre pleaded innocent! Friday to charges*** 
could keep them in prison for life. The men were named 
Wednesday in an eight-count indictment that accuses them cf 
planning and carrying out the Feb. 26 blast that killed six aod 
injured more than 1,000. The defendants are Mahmud Aba 
Halima, 33, Ahmad Ajaj, 27, Bilal Alkaia, 27, Nidal Ayyad,2Sr, 
and Mohammand Salameh, 25. A sixth defendant, Rarnzi Yowef, 
25 has been indicted in the case but remains a fugitive. The 
government has charged that Mr. Salameh had rented a storage 1 1 
shed in Jersey Gty, New Jersey, that contained the explosives 
believed used in the bombiing. The newest indictment also.' 
discloses that Mr. Yousef, a fugitive, had ordered explosives on- 
Nov 30, 1992, to be delivered to the shed. The government has 
alleged that Mr. Yousef and Mr. Ajaj travelled from Pakistan t& 
the United States together on Sept. 1, 1992. and that Mr. Ajar 
carried manuals on explosives. The new document also alleges 
that Mr. Salameh accepted three tanks of hydrogen at the shed 
the day before the bombing and placed a call to Mr. Ayyad the 
same day. The details included an allegation that Mr. Satameb, 
a cco m panied by Mr. Yousef, drove to a gas station on Feb. 26 in 
the van believed to bave been used in the explosion. Mr. Abu 
Halima allegedly drove a car to the same service station and paid- 
for the gas put in both vehicles. 


Turkish publishing house ransacked 


ISTANBUL (R) — Muslim militants clashed with police and. 
rampaged through an Istanbul publishing house Friday in protest- 
against publication of Salman Rushdie's The Satanic Verses, a. 
newspaper editor said. The Kaynak Publishing House is owned by 
the left-wing AydinHk newspaper, in which excerpts of the British 
author’s controversial novel began appearing Wednesday. The 
book has been banned by the government since 19S9. “This was, - 
an attack we had been expecting',” said Aydinfik editor Ferir 
Usever. “We have been receiving hundreds of threats each day." 
He said about 1,000 fundamentalists ransacked the publishing 
house in central Istanbul after Friday prayers, badly injuring three 
workers. Two other nearby shops were also damaged. Wielding 
sticks and shouting anti-Rushdie slogans, the demonstrators 
dashed with police, the Anatolian News Agency reported. It said 
several persons, induding policemen, were injured. Police de- 
rated scores the. deqicfl?Woc5- after chasing them through, thq , 
narrow streets of the old dty, it said. Threats by an Islamic 
frindamentalists group; Hizboflah (Party of God), blocked <fis- : 
tributtoii of the newspaper in jime provinces in southeast Turkey,; 
Mf. Dsever said. The public prosecutor ordered police to seize 
copies of the newspaper in Istanbul for breaking the publication 
ban. 


Khomeini: Media can criticise government* 


NICOSIA (R) — Ahmed Khomeini, influential son of Iran’s lateji 
spiritual leader, has urged Iranian media not to hold back fronr 
criticising government mistakes. But Mr. Khomeini, whose father 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini returned from exile to lead Iran's 
1979 Islamic Revolution, made dear that there were limits to this' ' 
freedom. “The idea that weak points should not be exposed 
because it would weaken the Islamic Republic (Iran) was a 
mistake,” he was quoted as saying at a meeting with tori 
executives of the Iranian news agency (IRNA). “On the contrary 
to criticise an improper move or policy would be support for the' 
Islamic Republic,” IRNA quoted him as saying. It did not say 
when the meeting took place. His defence of press freedom comes ' j 
amid complaints by officials that state-controlled radio and 
television and IRNA and many .private newspapers and maga- 
zines may undermine the revolution by their open criticism of 
government actions, especially over the troubles in the economy. 
BufcMr. Khomeini qualified bis remarks. IRNA said he told its- 
executives the yardstick for deciding if something was true or false, 
was the “guidelines of the revolution's leader, noting that 
instructions of the leadership were the final word in all fields.” 
Iranian news organisations must make sure that “neither the' ‘ 

Islamic Revolution nor the republic be deviated from their real 
path, he added. 


‘Low turnout in Yemeni elections’ 


Only 27.7 per cent of eligible voters turned out in 
Yemen sfirst multi-party elections last month, a Yemeni weekly' 
said. al-Thawn (the Revolutionary), organ of the 

*e elections out of the 6,282,13i“ hfSff JES? r^SLIi 
government dnve only 2,688,323 people had reei stored hSESiS 
fewer than 500.000 women, wd 4I7°13i dW nlfvo,^ 
g»«d Oat President Ali Abdullah Saleh's Tr£ oSS 

who ran as independent candidates won a further 
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King awards 
Jardaneh 





AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King H ossein Satur- 
day conferred the Kawkab 
Medal of the Hist Order on 
outgoing Finance Minister 
Basel Jardaneh. 

The medal was awarded in 
recognition of the minister's 
unique performance and Ins 
diligent and faithful work in 
shouldering a serious responsi- 
bility and duty. 

The presentation of the 
award took place at the Royal 
Court in the presence of the; 
Chief of the Royal Court Kha- 
lid A1 Karaki. 


Tamimi is named 
adviser to King 
for Islamic affairs 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday appointed 
outgoing Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Sheikh Izzeddm 
AJ Khatib A1 Tamimi as his advis- 
er on Islamic affairs, a post cre- 
ated for the first time at the Royal 
Court. 

In a message addressed to 
Sheikh Tanutni, who is currently 
in Mecca as head of the Jordanian 
delegation to the official pilgrim- 
age mission, King Hussein said 
Sheikh Tamimi will also continue 
to serve as head of a committee 
entrusted with the task of restor- 

• ing the Dome of the Rock and the 
Tombs of the Companions of the 
Prophet Mohammad who are 
buried in Jordan. 

“I have known you for long 
years as one of the most promin- 
ent Jordanian personalities who 
dedicated their time and effort 
with loyalty and diligence to serve 
i this country- and to -defend Arab 
; and Islamic rights.” said King 
! Hussein -fo bs, message to Sheikh' 
: Tairihni. 

What, we seek is a mission .-of 

• illuminated Islamic faith in the 
! modern age, one that can project 
; the true characters of Islam such 

• as tolerance, freedom, brother- 
! hood, affection and justice, said 
; lie King. 

I “For this reason, I have chosen 
! you to serve as an advisor to me 
; on Islamic affairs and at the same 
; lime to continue to serve as head 
- of a committee for the restoration 
1 of the Dome of the Rock and the 
' ; Tombs of the Companions of the 
Prophet Mohammad as of today. 



Izzedin A1 Khatib Af Tamimi 

the King continued. 

He said. “I have chosen you for 
this position in order to help us 
fulfill our commitment to our 
faith and to our holy shrines 
which have been cared for by the 
■Hashemites' -since- -the : dawn of 
Islamic history and the advent of 
the Mohamniadan message' to the 
world. ■ 

As I request you to continue in 
your present mission at the head, 
of the Jordanian pilgrimage de- 
legation for this year, I hope that 
you convey to my brothers and 
sisters, the pilgrims to Mecca, my 
best wishes and congratulations 
for their pilgrimage. 

Sheikh Tamimi had served in 
several positions and for some 
time had served as Mufti of the 
Kingdom before becoming minis- 
ter of Awqaf and Islamic affairs 
in the government of Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. 


Conservationists to review 
ways of protecting 
Mideast environment 


; AMMAN (J.T.) — The possibfl- 

- ity of establishing a regional 
! office in Amman for the lntema- 

% tional Union for the Conserva- 
; tion of Nature (IUCN) is one of 
i the main agenda, topics of a four- 
; day meeting to be organised by 

- the IUCN here next month. 

- according to Maher Abu Jaafar, 
! director of the Royal Society for 

* the Conservation of Nature 
; (RSCN). 

! The meetings, to open in Am- 
! rtian on June 6 in cooperation 
; with the RSCN will be attended 
! by “action groups” of the union's 
1 regional department responsible 
; fjor Asia and north Africa. 

- Also up for discussion is the 
I IUCN role in providing help to 
: insure protection for the environ- 
: ment in the Middle East region 
! and an agenda for the union's 
; 19th meeting due to be held in 
Argentina later this year, said 
t£Mr. Abu Jaafor. 

* Delegates from Jordan, Oman, 

- Tunisia, Morocco, Lebanon. 

* Pakistan, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, 
1 and Egypt, along with 14 experts 
• m from different countries will 

■ attend the Amman meetings, he 

said. 

' ' He added that RSCN President 

- Anis Muasher, along with repre- 

■ sentatives of the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 

■ the Environment and the Jorda- 
nian Society for the Prevention of 


Environmental Pollution 
(JSPEP) will address the meet- 
ings. 

The Switzerland-based union, 
which was founded in 1948, aims 
to promote the conservation of 
natural resources by the scientific 
monitoring of their conditions, 
determining scientific priorities 
for their conservation, mobilising 
scientific and professional re- 
sources to investigate the most 
serious conservation problems i 
and recommend solutions to 
them. 

The union also aims to develop 
programmes to protect and sus- 
tain the most important 
threatened species and eco- 
systems and assist governments in 
devising and implementing con- 
servation projects. 

According to Mr. Abu Jaafar,' 
die delegates to the June 6 meet- 
ings will be taken on a visit to 
Dana Wildlife Reserve to ex- 
amine the techniques used there 
by the RSCN and the society's 
endeavouis to develop the region 
and offer assistance to the local 
inhabitants by helping to initiate 
development schemes. 

Dana reserve, near Tafileh m 
southern Jordan, is set up on ISO 
square kilometres ranging from 
wooded mountains in the north- 
ern sector to a lesser scrub steppe 
in the south. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

☆ Aii exhibition by PStrfc* Pain at the French Cultural Centre. 

* EAihhifln of sculptures by artist Abdul Hayy Musaflam at 
Babdna Art GaDery. 

* Exhibition of paintings by Rafiq A1 La hh a m at the Royal 

Cnttnaral Centre. 

: advertisement 

. The Friends of Archaeology Society regrets to announce 
the cancellation of the lecture by Mr. William Lancaster 
" which was. scheduled for May 31. 1993. 

A new date ter this lecture will be announced in 

FOA news letter. 


Who’s who in the Majali government 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The following 
are profiles of the new members 
of Cabinet that were available ax 
press time Saturday* 



Abdul Salam A1 Majali 

PRIME MINISTER AND 
MINISTER OF DEFENCE 
AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
Abdul Salam A1 Majali, aged 67, 
was born in Karak. He holds an 
M.D. from the Medical College, 
Syrian University, Damascus. 
Dr. Majali served as president of 
the University of Jordan, Minis- 
ter of Health, Minister of Educa- 
tion, and Minister of State for 
Prime Ministry Affairs. He was 
head of the Jordanian delegation 
to the Arab-IsraeK bilateral peace 
talks. • - 
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his doctorate degree from the 
University of Georgia in 1975. He 
served as a researcher at the 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ). 
head of the bank’s Research and 
Studies Department, under- 
secretary of the Ministry of 
Labour, lecturer at the university 
of Jordan and the Banking Insti- 
tute of Jordan, Minister of Supply 
and Minister of Labour. Dr. Ana-. 
ni became president of the Royal 
Scientific Society, before being 
named to the Jordanian delega- 
tion to the Middle East peace 
talks. He hosted a weekly televi- 
sion programme on the economy 
of Jordan on J.T.V. 

MINISTER OF ENERGY 
AND MINERAL RE- 
SOURCES Waiid Asfour was 
Bora in 1932. Mr. Asfour obtained 
i his bachelors degree in political 
science and economics from the 
American University of Beirut in 
1956 and his master’s degree from 
the United States in 195S. He 
-served as president of the Am- 
man Chamber of Industry, Am- 
man Deputy Mayor, Chairman of 
the Board of the Jordan Cement 
Factories Company and Minister 
of Industry and Trade. Mr. 
Asfour was decorated with the 
Jordanian A1 Kawkab Medal of 
the Second Order. 

MINISTER OF YOUTH 
Abdullah Oweidat was born in 
Mafraq in 1948. He obtained a 
bachelors degree in Arabic lan- 
guage and Literature from the 
University of Baghdad in 1969, a 
diploma in education from the 
University of Jordan in 1972, a 
masters degree in education from 
the University of Jordan in 1977 
and a masters degree in educa- 
tional planning ana a doctorate in 
social education from the Uni- 
versity of Southern California. In 
1984, Dr. Oweidat became Minis- 
ter of Culture and Youth. From 
1985-89 he was Dean of the 
Faculty of Physical Education at 
the University of Jordan. Cur- 
rently, be is associate professor at 
the university. 


ni began his Law career m 1957. 
He served as Attorney General of 
Hebron, Appeals Judge, Under- 
secretary of the Ministry of Jus- 
tice as well as a High Court Judge 
and Minister of Justice. 



Ziad Fariz 

MINISTER OF PLANNING 
Ziad Fariz was bom in Salt in 
1943. He received a bachelor's 
degree in economics from the 
University of Baghdad in 1966 
and served as an economics re- 
searcher and head of the Foreign 
Commerce Department at the 
Centra] Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
between 1966 and 1973. After 
obtaining his master's degree in 
economics’ from Britain in 1978, 
Mr. Fariz served as advisor for 
studies and research at CBJ until 
1982. Between 1982 and 1984, he 
served as head of the Foreign 
Relations Department at the 
Bank. He also served as Ministry 
of Planning Undersecretary until 
his appointment in 1989 as a 
Planning Minister, and later as 
minister of Industry and Trade. 
Again in 1991 he was appointed 
Minister of Planning. 

■ 

Bassam AI Saket 

Minister of Industry 
and Trade 


Amman. He has also worked as 
an advisor at the Jordanian 
embassy in Kuwait. He was deco- 
rated with AI Istiqlal Medal of 
the Second Ordeflfcnd the Moroc- 
can AI Masira AI Khadra Medal. 

MINISTER OF AWQAF AND 

ISLAMIC AFFAIRS Abdul 
i Salam AI Abbadi was born in 
Amman in 1943. He holds a 
doctorate degree in Islamic stu- 
dies from AI Azhax University in 
Cairo. Dr. Abbadi worked pre- 
viously as a teacher, a general 
advisor for preaching and reli- 
gious counselling, a lecturer at 
the University of Jordan, Dean of 
the Students Affairs Deanship at 
the university. Secretary General 
of the Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs and head of the 
Jordan Hashemite Charity Orga- 
nisation. He is the author of 
numerous books on Islamic Shar- 
ia. education and economy. 

Mohammad Farhan 

Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affahs ud the Environment 



Bassam Kakish 
Minister of Water 
and Irrigation 
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■ 

Ma’an Abu Nowar 


MINISTER OF . INFORMA- 
TION Maan Abu. .Nowar was 
tiorn in Skit in 1928 and -bolds a 
Ph.D. in Middle East studies. He 
served in the Jordanian Armed 
Farces and was Director of Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
(1967), Ambassador to London, 
Mayor of Amman, Minister of 
Culture and Information (1973) 
Minister of Public Works (1979), 
Minister of Tourism (1980-1984). 
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Jawad AI Ananl 

MINISTER OF STATE FOR 
PRIME MINISTRY 
AFFAIRS Jawad AI Anani was 
born in HaihooJ, near Herbron, 
in 1943. Dr. Anani obtained a 
bachelors degree in economics 
from the American University of 
Cairo in 1967, a masters degree in 
economics from Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity in Tennessee in 1970 and 


Yana! Hflumat 

MINISTER OF TOURISM 
AND ANTIQUITIES Yana! 
Hikmat was born in Amman in 
1935. He studied at the Bishops 
School in Amman, obtained a 
bachelors’ degree in economics 
from California University in 
1956. Mr. Hikmat served at the 
Foreign Ministry, and later at the 
Royal Court as assistant Chief of 
the Protocol, then Chief of the 
Royal Protocol until 1985 when 
he was appointed Minister of 
Tourism in the government of 
Prime Minister Zeid Rifai. Mr. 
Hikmat served as Tourism Minis- 
ter with several consecutive gov- 
ernments. 

MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
Ratab AI Wazani was born in 
Amman in 1934. He received a 
bachelor’s degree in law from the 
University of Alexandria and a 
master’s degree in law from the 
University or London, Mr. Waza- 


Mahmoud AI Samra 


MINISTER OF CULTURE 
Mahmoud AI Samra was bom in 
AI Tantoura, Palestine in 1924. 
Dr. Samra obtained his bache- 
lor’s degree in arts from Cairo 
University in 1950 and a docto- 
rate from London University in 
1958. He was a professor of liter- 
ary criticism at the University of 
Jordan and became Dean of the 
Faculty of Arts in 1968. Later he 
became president of the universi- 
ty and then served as Minister of 
Culture with several govern- 
ments. Dr. Samra was decorated 
with AI Istiklal Medal of the First 

Order in 1974. 

■ 

MINISTER OF STATE 
Ahmad AI Akaileh was bom in 
Maan in 1932. Mr. Aqaileh holds 
a bachelors degree in Arabic and 
an education diploma. He served 
as an Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Education and the 
Ministry of Interior. Previously 
he worked as a teacher in Maan, 
the West Bank and Saudi Arabia. 
Mr. Aqaileh served as Director of 
the Education Departments in 
Maan, Hebron, Balqa, Irbid and 


3# ^ 


S ami Qammo 

MINISTER OF FINANCE 
Sami Qammo was bom in Jor- 
dan in 1940. He obtained a 
bachelor's degree in commerce 
from the American University of 
Beirut in 1962 and a masters in 
finance and economy from Syra- 
cuse University in New York in 
1967. Mr. Qamweh served as an 
economic advisor at the Jorda- 
nian embassy in Cairo, Jordan's 
envoy to the Cairo-based Council 
of Arab Economic Unity, a mem- 
ber of the Board of Directors of 
the Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company, a lecturer at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, Director of the 
General Budget Department, 
Chairman of the Board of Direc- 
tors of Dar AI Shaab Publishing 
Company, and head of the 
Amman-based Middle East In- 
surance Company. 

MINISTER OF STATE FOR 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS TalaJ Sa- 

taan AI Hassan was bom in Irbid 
in 1939. In addition to being 
member of the Jordanian delega- 
tion to the Middle East peace 

talks, Mr. Hassan has served as 
the Kingdom's ambassador to 
Belgium and Tunisia. He holds a 
Licence De Droit from Damascus 
University. 


Majali government is sworn in 


(Continued 
Arab states), and with reorga- 
nising their relations on better 
and stronger bases," the King 
told bis new prime minister, 
who said his government will 
work towards creating condi- 
tions that could restore confi- 
dence among them. 

King Hussein said it Was 
unacceptable that the Arab 
World remains divided at a' 
time when the world is moving 
towards greater cooperation, 
asserting that Jordan stands by 
any effort that would lead to “a 
new Arab dawn that would 
bring back to the Arab citizen 
his confidence and feelings of 
dimity and humanity.” 

Reiterating Jordan's stand in 
support of the Palestinians, the 
Kuig said Jordan seeks a just, 
.lasting and comprehensive, 
peace that would be for the 
benefit of all in the region and 
would be a substitute for the 
continuous suffering. 

“We find no alternative to 
seeking ([peace) and no escape 
from facing our responsibilities 
towards Palestinians,” the 
King told Dr. Majali. 

“The government asserts 
that (die derision to participate 
in the peace talks) is a choice 
for restoring the rights through 
political negotiations,” Dr. 
Majali responded. 

“Peace is a battle for regain- 
ing the rights and not surren- 
der because that entails giving 


from page 1) 

rights np,” said Dr. Majali, the 
first Jordanian to hold face-to- 
face peace negotiations with 
Israel despite severe opposi- 
tion from some political par- 
ties. 

Success in reaching just Mid- 
dle East peace would be a 
great achievement for the 
whole region and its stability, 
the King said. It would provide 
the best opportunity for a com- 
prehensive Arab march to- 
wards developing the resources 
of the Arab Nation, he said. 

The King also called for con- 
tinuous support of the Armed 
Forces ana strengthening the 
educational system, the indust- 
rial, < agricultural, energy and 
tourist sectors. He said that 
Jordan's “free economy" has 
■started to recover from the 
blow delivered by the Gulf 
crisis. 

The King acknowledged the 
role of the private sector in this 
recovery calling for allowing it 
more opportunities to partici- 
pate in the building of national 
economy, and Dr. Majali 
pledged to work towards the 
objective. 

“I stress the necessity of 
implementing all (these poli- 
cies) and translating it into an 
economic, cultural, social and 
political reality that will be 
tangible for citizens," King 
Hussein told the bead of Jor- 
dan's 79th government. 
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Khaled Ghzawi 


MINISTER OF LABOUR: 

Khaled Ghzawi was born in Maan 
jin 1939. He obtained his bache- 
lors degree in physics from the 
University of Baghdad, a diploma 
in education from the University 
of Jordan, and a masters in edu- 
cational administration and su- 
pervision from the University of 
Jordan. Mr. Ghzawi served as 
Secretary General of the Ministry 
of Education for Administration. 


Salameh Hammad 


Minister, of Interior 







Mohammad AI Sqour 

MINISTER OF SOCIAL DE- 
VELOPMENT Mohammad AI 
Sqour was born in Tafileh in 
1936. He obtained his bachelors 
degree in social and philosophical 
studies from Damascus Universi- 
ty in 1960. a masters in economics 
and social planning from Swan 
Sea University in the United 
Kingdom in 1976 and an adv- 
anced social planning diploma 
from the same university in 1976- 
77. Dr. Sqour obtained his docto- 
rate in sociology from Egypt. He 
worked as a teacher in Irbid and 
as transferred to the Ministry of 
social Development, before 
being seconded to the Saudi 
Ministry of Social Development. 
He also worked as director of the 
Planning and Development De- 
partment at the Ministry of 
Labour and as Dean of the Social 
Service College in Amman. Be- 
fore becoming Assistant Under- 
secretary of the Ministry of Social 
Development, Dr. Sqour worked 
as an expert with the United 
Nations for a four-year tenure. In 
1986, he established the National 
Aid Fund (NAF) and became its 
director general and in 1987 be- 
came secretary general of the 
Ministry of Social Development. 
Dr. Sqour currently works as a 
part-time lecturer at the Universi- 
ty of Jordan. 

Khalaf Haweiri 

Minister of Housing and Pub- 
lic Works 

Salman AI Tarawneh 


MINISTER OF TRANSPORT 
Salman AI Tarawneh was born in 
Husseinieh, Karak. He received 
his law degree from the Universi- 
ty of Damascus and his masters in 
public administration from the 
University of Southern Califor- 
nia. Mr. Tarawneh served as legal 
advisor and assistant general 
director at the Income Tax De- 
partment, before becoming 
General Director in 1984. He has 
also served as General Director 
of the Budget Department and 
Secretary-General of the Audit 
Burea. 

Radi Ibr ahim 
Minister of Supply 
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Marwan Kama! 

MINISTER OF AGRICUL- 
TURE Marwan Kama! was born 
in the West Bank town of Anabtu 
in 1933. He obtained his bache- 
lors, masters in business adminis- 
tration and doctorate (1961) in 
chemistry from the universities of 
Minnesota and Pittsburgh. Dr. 
Kamal worked for six years in 
chemical research with 'a U.S. 
firm, nine years at King Fahd 
University for Petroleum and 
Minerals in Dhahran as a profes- 
sor and dean of the sciences and 
one year at Princeton University 
in New Jersey. He was Dean of 
Sciences at the University of Jor- 
dan for two years, Dean of Agri- 
culture for four years, vice- 
president of the Sciences Faculty 
for one year, and vice-president 
of Yarmouk University for two 
years. Dr. Kamal was seconded 
to the Bahraini government to 
work for four years as President 
of the University of Bahrain. At 
present he is a professor of che- 
mistry at the University of Jor- 
dan. 

Tareq Suheimat 

Minister of Communications 

Abdul Rahim Maihas 

■ 

MINISTER OF HEALTH 
Abdul Rahim Maihas was bom in 
Amman in 1937. He obtained a 
bachelor of science in 1958, an 
M.D. in 1963 in surgery from the 
American University of Beirut. 
Dr. Maihas served at the Royal 
Medical Services Hospital from 
196648 and was responsible for 
evacuation of patients from 
Ramallah Hospital in 1967. He 
also worked as director of Aqaba 
General Hospital in 1970. Dr. 
Maihas has been a surgeon at 
Maihas Hospital in Amman from 
1975 to date. He holds a two-dan 
black belt in Tae Kwon Do. 


Khaled AI Zoubi 

Minister of Legal Affairs 


Khaled AI Omari 

Minister of Education 
and Higher Education 
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Unenviable but 


inevitable tasks 


OVERSEEING Jordan’s next parliamentary elections, 
now entrusted to Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali, 
is certainly not an easy task. The outgoing government 
of Prime MLnioter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker has paved 
most of the way to the first multi-party elections in the 
Kingdom’s recent history. Sharif Zeid’s government 
departs from office credited with abolishing martial 
law, enacting the Political Parties Law by licensing 17 
political parties, and securing the passage of the Press 
and Publications Law. The one thing that the outgoing 
Cabinet did not wish — indeed it was not entitled to do 
so — was to introduce changes to the Election Law. 
That was because the Sharif Zeid Cabinet had in its 
ranks too many would-be candidates for the next 
parliamentary elections to maintain impartiality. It 
would not have been right to touch the Election Law 
nor would the government have been able to change 
the law without fierce resistance from Parliament 
members who had already been elected according to 
the old formula and other politicians. . 

The Election Law, as it stands now, seems to have 
many faulty articles and loopholes. These have been 
the subject of an extensive debate among Jordanians. 
Some politicians and writers demand that a number of 
articles be changed while others oppose any change. 
His Majesty jK^ng , ^Hussein said recently that he 
thought that through' debate Jordanians would at last 
agree on changes they find necessary -and essential. . 
' In his letter to Dt^ Majali yesterday, the King .told 
the prime minister to r ‘ t take aff~ possible' and 1 Suitable 
measures that would ensure that the election process is 
conducted in accordance to the Constitution that 
‘ensures the members of this family, men and women, 
full equality in rights and obligations.” The King 
'stressed that he wanted elections that are “the easiest, 
most comprehensive and most honest.” The King also 
■said that every voter, man or woman, should be 
; reminded of his/her responsibility towards their coun- 
' try and that votes should go to the most suitable 
: candidates for public service. 

Judging from the composition of his Cabinet, the 
- creation of a new Ministry for Legal Affairs and Dr. 
Mqjali’s reply to the King’s letter of designation, it 
would appear that the prime minister has set the way 
for at least introducing the minimum’ changes to the 
law that would make voting a less tedious and 
complicated process. 

Dr. Majali said in his reply to the King’s letter that 
his government would “strive to ensure that equality 
among people” in the coming elections. How Dr. 
Majali and his colleagues would translate this into 
concrete action will determine the shape of the next 
Parliament, will have a lasting effort on the country’s 
democratisation process and will be the ultimate test of 
' the government’s success and failure. 

In the meantime, we, on our part, wish the new 
prime minister and Cabinet every success in their 
entrusted task. 


VI 




ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


.AL RAM Arabic daily Saturday described Israel's decision to 
impose permanent closure on the occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip as yet another form of aggression and a flagrant violation of 
human rights. The decision came a few hours after Faisal Husseini 
declared the Palestinian delegation's consent to go to Washington 
to have talks with the American and Israeli sides to reach 
consensus on a declaration of principles for settling the Palestine 
issue, recalled the paper. It said that Israel will definitely be using 
the closure of the West Bank and Gaza Strip as a lever to pressure" 
. the Palestinians in order to get further concessions and guarantee 
Israel's plans on the future of the occupied territories. Such a 
practice poses a grave danger to the future peace talks and can 
only impede any comprehensive settlement, added the paper. It 
\ ■ said that the time has come for Washington to play the real role of 
full partner and ensure the safety and protection and human rights 
of the Palestinian people. The paper said the imposition of siege 
on the occupied Arab lands is an open aggressive act which calls 
for speedy international action to ensure the rights of the 
Palestinians. Furthermore, the paper demanded an escalation of 
the intifada on all fronts and by all means to force Israel to lift the 
siege and start meaningful talks with the Palestinian delegation to 
attain genuine peace. 


THE TIME between the ninth and the 10th sessions of the peace 
talks is ufficient for the Arab parties to the peace negotiations to 
take stock of the past deliberations and their outcome, said Sawt 
A1 Shaab daily Saturday. What is required is an adamant stand on 
the part of the Arab parties vis-a-vis a similar stand on the part of 
the Israeli government, demanded the paper. It said that this 
adamant stand is also required in case the American administra- 
tion persists in its biased attitude towards Israel and its retreat 
from a commitment to play an active role to force the Israelis 
accept the U.N. resolutions and comply with the requirements of 
the international legitimacy, added the paper. At a time when 
Israel announces a permanent closure of the occupied lands, the 
Israeli government declares plans for offering the Palestinian 
delegation a new plan imposing autonomy rule on Gaza as a first 
step, noted the daily. Such a proposal is sinister because it is an 
attempt to deal with the Palestine question piecemeal and 
circumvent the Arab-I$raeii peace process which was based on 
fecsuiiuons --I- and 3 3$, th w paper continued. With the new plan, 
the Rabin government, which has failed to date to stifle the spirit 
of Palestinian resistance, is trying to force the Palestinian 
delepntinrj io accept the Israeli dictates. 



Sales tax, far from inflationary, 


favours low-income groups 


Short-sighted businessmen, politicians and columnists rejoiced upon 
the abortion of the general sales tax law. They deserve to be 
congratulated for this “achievement", for their success in mobilising 
the public opinion against the law and for pressuring the government 
which, unable to take the heat, finally decided to call off tile law for 
the time being and leave it to the next government. 

The credit for this turn of events does not go to the convincing 
points of view argued by the law's opponents; it goes to the sheer 
inaction of the government which kept silent and left public opinion 
to be misled by outspoken opponents with false information. The 
minister of finance did not address the people via the T.V. and tell 
the truth, the whole truth, until it was too late and the law was put on 
hold. 

Deferring the application of the sales tax for several months may 
be looked upon as a success story by demagogic forces, but it was a 
blow to the best interests of the country and the people. The law was 
killed not because of rational reasoning, and dollars and cents 
calculation, it was killed by loud voices, wrong assumptions and 
vested interests. 

Jordanian public opinion was given the impression that the sales 
tax was a new tax which would increase the overall tax burden. This is 
absolutely wrong, because the tax will only replace the consumption 
tax. The proceeds of the sales tax will not exceed the proceeds of the 
current consumption tax. The replacement of the consumption tax by 
a sales tax will, if anything , ease the tax burden. So far. no opponent 
of the sales tax came up with a calculation to prove that it will bring 


resolved economically, politically and socially, based on answers to 
the following questions: 

— Will the (vices and the cost of living rise if we remove the 
consumption tax and implement the sales tax instead? 

— Will the overall tax burden increase or decrease after shifting 
from the consumption tax to the sales tax? 

— Is the sales tax harmful or helpful to the poor- and limited- 
income groups? 

— Does the sales tax weaken or strengthen the protection of the 
domestic industry? .. 

In a nutshell, and at the expense of repetition, we claim that 
replacing the consumption tax by the sales tax is not inflationary. Its 
effect on the price, cost of living, tax burden and the poor will be 
favourable. It will also guarantee, for the first time, a minimum 
protection of 30 per cent and a maximum one of 50 per cent in favour 
of domestic industry which should reassure present and potential 
investors. 

Following are the facts and figures as presented by Mr. Basel 
Jardaneh, minister of finance, whose credibility was never in doubt: 

Ninety-nine commodities currently pay consumption tax. If the 
sales tax law is issued, then 35 marginal commodities will be added. 


of which 28 are fully imported, and only seven are produced locally. 
All seven are marginal and hardly used by the people. Among tf 
are: beach umbrellas, decoration statues, tape holders, dried flo' 


one penny to the treasury more than what the current consumption 

of Industry 


tax does, despite the fact that the Amman Chamber 
stands ready to finance such a study. 


Jordanian public opinion was also misled into believin^hat the 


implementation of the sales tax will cause the prices and the cost of 
living to rise. This is grossly wrong; the reductions and exemptions 
granted by the tax exceed the additions. If anything, the shift from 
the consumption tax to a sales tax should cause a net decrease in 
prices and cost of living. 

Moreover, the sales tax was socially-oriented. It favoured low- 
income groups through the exempted food, medidne, baby supplies 
and other goods. 

Admittedly the sales tax became a controversial question. There- 
fore, we should have determined the right path through calculations 
rather than impressions and slogans. The question should have been 


the people. Among them 

>wers 

” ■ ~ 

and artificial flowers. 

Against the rise in the prices of these luxurious commodities, 
which are almost unknown to ordinary families, some basic commod- 
ities, which are essential to the people, will be exempted from the tax 
they now pay. Examples are: vegetable oil, sweets, tires of small and 
.big cats and medical equipment. 

At far as the 99 commodities which currently pay consumption tax 
are concerned, the rate will rise as far as nine luxurious goods are 
concerned and will decrease on 20 essential goods. The remaining 70 
goods wfll pay die same rate and will thus maintain their present 
prices. 

It is obviously dear that die application of die sales tax — stage 
one — serves the national economy, die producer, and die 
low-income consumer. It represents a tax reform and paves the way 
for more advanced and moaem stages in the future. Those who can 
challenge the above facts should stand up and speak out now; 
otherwise they should let thinjjp follow their normal course. 


M. KAHIL 
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Oman and Yemen — good news 


from the Arabian Peninsula 


By Philip Bowring 
MUSCAT, Oman — Good news 
is a rare enough commodity in the 
geopolitics of the Middle East. So 
some positive developments 
around the southern shores of the 
Arabian Peninsula merit atten- 
tion and support — both for their 
own sake and for tbeir impact on 
a region obsessed with old rival- 
ries and neighbourhood grie- 


April 27 saw that rarity in the 

Arab World — elections. They 
were the first ever in a united 
Yemen. Such experiments with 
democracy are certainly wel- 
come. But more important is the 
success Yemen has made of 
reunification in 1990 (when 

formerly Marxist South Yemen 
joined the more populous North) 
and the rapprochement between 
united Yemen and neighbouring 
Oman, where once it fomented 
revolution and secession. 

Despite its poverty, Yemen, 
now with its own oil income, 
however modest, may be set to 


play a larger role in regional 
affairs. Saudi Arabia may be ner- 


vous about democratic experi- 
ments. not to mention unveiled 
women and a brewery, but Oman 
is happy enough. 

Oman and Yemen now have an 
agreed border, and they plan a 
road link and a free trade zone to 
encourage commerce. Vice Presi- 
dent Ali Salim Baid of Yemen 
has been a welcome visitor to 
Muscat, and Oman hopes to take 
part in Yemen's oil development. 

There has even been a slight 
thaw in Yemen's relations with 
Saudi Arabia, although King 
Fahd's expulsion of nearly a mil- 
lion Yemenis, in retaliation for 
their government's verbal sup- 
port for Iraq, will not soon be 
forgotten. 


Yemen and Oman matter. Ye- 
men, with 14 million people, is 
almost as populous as Saudi Ara- 
bia. It lacks ofl but has a strong 
sense of historical continuity. 
Oman, too, has a sense of identi- 
ty; it has a large land area and 
commands one ride of the Hor- 
muz Strait, as Yemen commands 
one side of the gate to the Red 
Sea. Both are marginal but grow- 
ing oil exporters. Oman now 
pumps 750,000 barrels a day, 
enough to make it comfortable 
but not arrogant. Yemen is set to 
double output to 400,000 barrels, 
enough to rescue it from penury. 

For Oman, the rapprochement 
with Yemen is another link in its 
chain of com {nonsensical rela- 
tions. Oman is a player in oil 
policy, but has not joined OPEC. 
Sultan Qaboos Ibn Said has gone 
out of his way to avoid offending 
Iran, which must still think occa- 
sionally of again controlling both 
sides of the Hormuz Strait. With 
its own brand of conservative but 
unfanatical Islam, Ibadhism, 
Oman has felt less threatened 
than others by Iran's militant 
Islam. 

Sultan Qaboos helped mediate 
between Iran and Iraq. He forces 
participated in the Gnif war, and 
allied planes used his airfields to 
attack Iraq. Yet he has worried 
that allied overkill might per- 
manently alienate Iraq from its 
Gulf neighbours. 

He has maintained military ties 


versify Oman’s relations in order 
to safeguard it and its access to 
the Gulf. 

After all, the U.S. willingness 
to launch Operation Desert 
Shield was a result of a combina- 
tion of circumstances, including 
the redundancy of U.S. forces in 
Germany, which are unlikely to 
be repeated. 

Efforts to build a regional self- 
defence mechanism through the 
Gulf Cooperation Council — 
comprising Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, die United Arab Emi- 
rates, Qatar, Bahrain and Oman 
— have made little progress. The 
Saudis see Sultan Qaboos’s prop- 
osal for a 100,000-strong force as 
a way of Oman expanding its 
forces — already 35,000 strong in 
a population of under 2 million — 
at Saudi expense. “Fm not paying 
to keep young Omanis off the 
streets," King Fabd has reported- 
ly said. The other GCC members 
are militarily insignificant and 
prone to petty rivalries. 

Hie new relationships that Sul- 
tan Qaboos is trying to build are 
primarily commercial but have 
strategic implications. One is with 
Yemen. Another is with India, 


of the Soviet Union, implies new 
security interests in the region. 

For Oman this also means en- 
hancing economic security — for 
instance, by participating in refin- 
ery projects in countries such as 


Thailand and India and, through 

iraanOfl 


the government-owned Oman 
Corporation, in energy explora- 


tion projects in ex-Soviet repub- 
lics (notably Kazakhstan) with 


which has long had trading links 
i and 


with Oman and provides the bulk 
of its foreign labour force of 
350,000. Planning has begun fora 


gas pipeline to Bombay. This 

s Oman tx 


with Oman's old protector, 
tain, and since 1980 has given the 


United States access to military 
facilities. The West remains the 
ultimate protector of the estab- 
lished interest of small states in 
the region, and is likely to remain 
so for the foreseeable future. Yet 
there is evidence that- Sultan 
Qaboos is looking to further tfi- 


would not only enable Oman to 
export gas but would give India a 
direct interest m Oman's security. 
With its coastline almost entirely 
on the Arabian Sea — and not 
the Gulf — Oman's security is 
less problematic than that of 
other Gulf countries. 

But there is a wide perception 
that energy markets for Gulf 
countries will increasingly be 
more in tile east than in die. west, 
i, together with the collapse 


hopes of getting into China. 

Oman is trying to revive its 
links until East Africa at a time 
when other countries are tending 
to downgrade finks with the con- 
tinent. Until the mid-19th cen- 
tury, Zanzibar and Mombasa were 
ruled by Omanis, And at hone, 
Oman is gradually opening up to 
outsiders, whether tourists or in- 
« vestors- 

Together, these moves tell 
something of changing rela- 
tionships in tins strategically im- 
portant area where Arab, Iranian, 
Indian and African meet. They 
will have a bearing on how 
Oman, which has gone thr ou gh 
an amazing transformation since 
Sheikh. Qaboos came to power in 
1970, -copes, with the next quarter 
century. 

The challenges are formidable: 
Diversifying away from oil, 
absorbing a. growing and now 
educated population, managing 
water and transforming an 
ancient sultanate into a constitu- 
tional monarchy. But the view, 
from the old trading forts that dot 
Oman's long coastline and guard 
the date gardens of the interior, 
or from modern Muscat with its 
university, its stock exchange and 
its industrial estate, is guardedly 
op timis tic. J 

Whb foresight and modera- 
tion, drastic change can be man- 
aged, even by very small nations 
— International Herald Tribune. 
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strings to 


continuation 
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By Ruth Sinai 
The Associated Press 
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WASHINGTON — President 
Clinton on Friday extended for 
another year China's trade pri- 
vileges with the United Stares, 
but attached provisions requiring 
China to meet new terms, includ- 
ing improvement of human rights 
standards. 

Mr. Clinton called the terms a 
new chapter in United States 

policy to China." 

Mr. Qinton announced a one- 
year extension of China’s most 
favoured nation — or MFN 
trade status. The treatment 
allows countries to sell to the 
United States at reduced tariffs. 

Altho ug h there are no snings 
attached to the current extension, in 
order to continue its MFN status 
next year, China would have to 
make progress on human rights, 
fair trade and nuclear non-prolif- 
eration issues. 

Mr. Qinton signed the execu- 
tive order after meeting with con- 
gressional leaders. 

Majority leader George Mitch- 
ell asserted that it was the first 
time a president had sought to 
put human-rights conditions on an 
MFN renewal. 

“I commend President Qinton 
for his leadership on this issue. 
For the first time since the events 
of Tiananmen Square, nearly 
four years ago, we have a presi- 
dent who is willing to act in order 
to bring about positive change." 

However, the language con- 
taining the conditions is not bind- 
ing on either the president or 
congress, only asserting that the 
secretary of state not recom- 
mend another MFN extension 
unless progress has been demons- 
trated by China on the human 
rights and other fronts. 


United Stales. & 

Mr. Qinton chose a comprom- ¥ - 

ise between American 

that did not want any conditions * 

attached io the one-year extea-r.. 

sion and members of « 

who wanted China's trade piv* 
vileges suspended or made ^ 
ditional on strict compliance with “ 
human rights standards and anus * 

transfer agreements. - • 

On Thursday, the State Do- ^ 

partment announced that if ChmH t 

is found in violation of inw ■ 
transfer agreements* the United 
States would not hesitate to - 

the sanctions required by U.S. 5 

law* • ? 

Questions about Peking's ^ 
weapons imports and exports *- 
arose anew with word that China 1 
had taken delivery of dozens of*, 
surface-to-air missiles from 

Russia. , _ 

Classified reports indicate that 
the SA-10 anti-aircraft a nd an ti- 1 
missile weapons were delivered h* 
recent weeks despite U.S. con-"* 
cems expressed to Moscow oyer. ■ 
the sale, said an administration _* 
official who spoke on condition of * 

anonymity. _ ' 

The deal does not violate an 
agreement among the world's * 


(i 


major missile producers to limit 




the spread of missiles that cm 
carry nuclear or chemical war- 
heads, U.S. officials and outskfe 
experts said. ^ 




- * 


- 4 


During last year's campaign, 
Mr. Qinton vowed to reverse the 
previous policy followed by Presi- 
dent Bush of granting . annual 
extensions of MFN to Peking. 
However ^Friday's -order wasi a 


ground: 

Qratoruiiinj. 


•» — % J1 




middle' 

/Mil Gfiusonyiito^ac statements 
declared: ^Starting 1 -today, .the* 
United States .will speak with one., 
voice on China policy. We no 
longer have an executive branch 
polity and a congressional poli- 
ty. We have an American 
policy." 

The order calls on China to 
free political prisoners — but 
does not insist it release them ail. 

It also calls for China to recog- 
nise "Tibet’s distinctive religious 
and cultural heritage," to permit 
international radio and television 
broadcasts into China and to fol- 
low humane practices in the use 
of prison labour. 

Still, Mr. Clinton asserted that, 
despite all his concerns, "the pub- 
lic interest would be served'* with 
not attaching conditions to the 
current year's extension. 

The order extends the pre- 
ferential trade treatment until 
July 3, 1994. 

"I don't want to isolate China. 

1 want to do what's good for the 
Chinese people. But I think 
standing up for American values, 
and values in China, is the way to 
go,” Mr. Clinton told reporters. 

The president in his statement 
voiced concern about China's 
trade policy, saying it blocks 
American goods. 

The United States ran a trade 
deficit of SI 8.26 billion with Chi- 
na last year, second only to the 
shortfall with Japan. Americans 
sold $7.48 billion in exports to 
China last year, while the 
Chinese sold $25.74 billion in the 


“The language 
containing the con- 
ditions is not bind- 
ing on either the 
president or Con- 
gress, only assert- 
ing that the secret- 
ary of state not re- 
commend another 
MFN extension uaK 
less progress, 
in demonstrated** 
f y ClSiui on.f* 
hfcunan rights; and^ 
other fronts.” 
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But American concerns stem 


t. 


from China's known expertise hjji* 
so-called reverse engineeruigJr* 
China’s weapons labs are adept at, 
dismantling foreign-bought 
weapons, cannibalising some, afj .. 
their more sophisticated tedinol-, 
ogy and incorporating it inttij 
home-grown weapons systems. 

China - thus can sell these; 
weapons at a far cheaper cost tq 
other countries, which cannot 
afford Soviet. European .of 
American weapons. 

The fast-flying SA-10, nick- 
named Grumble by the NATO 
alliance, is billed by the Russians 
as similar to the U.S. patriot 
missile, although American 
analysts believe it is less sophisti- 
cated. The Soviets originally de- 
veloped it to shoot down bombers 
at altitudes of up to 88,000 feet, j 
then adapted it for use in inter- * 
cepting incoming tactical mis- 
siles. 

Defence officials are concerned 
that the Chinese could use the 
SA-10 technology to develop 
countermeasures to help then 
surface-to-surface missiles, such 
as M-9s and M-Us, evade anti- 
missile missiles. The United 
States says it has information that 
China has sold M-9s and M-lls to 
Pakistan, Syria and Iran. 
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LETTERS 


Dangerous pleasures 


To the Editor: 


Rushing to the baloon, I,!?"* must a weddi 

•xmnee, just billowing 

precariously on the open car ^£ ur6s perd 

sticks! Students are sitting on the ^ ° n broc 

dementedly;- never mind* the the cars dnwtun 

regardless of the danger and Can * on speed! 

poor pedestrian wfo^should dare cross^h? Ihen £f ,ves « 
No one would want fn i ^ their path! 

their well-deserved degrees but this DractieL^ ri ^. 1 . t0 Ce,ebl 
opnion should be stopped Perhar^ ^^fl! s ^ ,adal an d iri 
discourage this mad ^ fine , WoXlid h 

for going through an amb^'^t i * JD 

found to fulfil theiF n^ed to Sebrate ^ anee V SUs can 

w»» have their degrees buifed w*£ S0 ' or 1 


Sue Abu Nowar, 

Amman. 

A 

readers on anysub /m °°^ buti ons from it? 

publication, however, should contai^hi*' intended for 

preferably address as well Names ^ name^nd 

request and under special ° n/ >'. W** 

^toting. The newspaper is not remn ^ s, ,^ era *re subjcQ t 
manuscripts. responsible for the return 
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%fe/a/i, Saturday, May 29,^93? 

I SEND you an Arab and Hashe- 
mite greeting and express ™ 
absolute confidence 

reyorenbiUty to serve tgfa n ati™ 
and Uus country, to be a man of 
thought, activity and sacrifice, 
and a true and honest man. 

I have also known you as a 
member of the Jordanian Aimed 
Forces, when our ideas were 
% to offer service and care to 
mr owm^ymen. Our good work 
was founded on strong principles 
and our steps were those of peo- 
ple with self-confidence when in 
the Royal Medical Services which 
has fostered an elite of young 
people in the service of the nation 
and has opened before them new 
scopes fo r knowledge in various 
fields of specialisations. 

You have helped in laying the 
foundation for the creation of AI 
Hussein Medical Centre and 
other medical institutions, and we 
now see the fruit of such en- 
deavours, bene fitting the country 
and its people. We also see that 
the elite group that we supported 
since the beginning, and those 
who left Royal Medical Services 
are now leaders in the medical 
field and at the regional and 
international levels. 

Your appreciated efforts at the 
University of Jordan served as a 
continuation of your earlier en- 
deavours and contributed to a 
great extent to the care for the 
youth of this country. 

In ligfit of the world develop- 
ments and the continued suffer- 
ing of the Palestinian people 
under occupation, the question of 
peace was put forward at a time 
considered as one of the most 
difficult we have ever lived — as 
Palestinians, Jordanians and 
Arabs — arid we called for a 
national conference where all 
alternatives were put forward. 
This conference resulted in our 
choice to go along the path of a 
just and comprehensive peace 
that'ican be acceptable to the 
corning generations; a peace tbit 
can,en$ure the restoration of the. 
Palestinian' 'people V legitimate 
rights in their homeland and res- 
tore the places holy for Muslims 
and Christians and the burial- 
place of Al Hussein Ben All, 
father of the modern Arab re- 
volution and father of the late 
^Ung Abdullah, the founder of 
nhe Kingdom, who fell as martyr 
on its soil. 

We had to choose a man who 
enjoys our absolute trust to head 
our national team at the start of 
the peace process and we chose 
you without hesitation to carry- 
out this difficult task. You have 
risen to the occasion and proved 


King mandates Maiali with overseeing ‘fair, free’ elections 


capable of shouldering rlris im- 
portant mission. You will con- 
Qhae to enjoy our deepest appre- 
ciation and trust. 

y? c now pass through a very 
Critical situation in which the 
process of democracy is taking 
foot in our Jordanian community 
We have chosen shura (consulta- 
tion) as our path and course in 
life and we have presented it as a 
gut to the Jordanian people re- 
gardless of their origin. This 
democracy was not imposed on us 
by anyone, rather it came in 
harmony with our aspirations. 
We have put forth our plans for 
democracy at the right moment 
we followed its path under 
difficult circumstances. But we 
have put our trust in God and 
pledged to respect each person's 
rights and pledged to involve all 
people rn shouldering various re- 
sponsibilities to shape up a. model 
nation. 


“Our information 
and media should 
be developed. To 
do this, a new gen- 
eration of experi- 
enced and skilled 
people should be 
involved in this 
field. We need to 


■ 

tion and not the bad judgement'- .administration wherq, all those 
of the future generations. In this, with qualifications can excel, not 


see a press tharcan 
defend the nation 
and side by right, 
justice and free- 
dom." 

A Royal commission was set up 
to work out the National Charter. 
It represented all schools of 
thought in Jordan and all the 
political affiliations. It succeeded 
in drawing up a formula for re- 
sponsible dialogue Which was 
accepted by all people since it fell 
within the framework of the Con- 
stitution. The National Charter 
has set the guidelines for the 
democratic march, including poli- 
tical pluralism which calls for 
equal rights and duties and ’keeps 
the members of tfae*< Jordanian < 
armed and. security forces away 
from political activities so ’that' 
they can remain a 'shield -for the’ 
nation, helping ' to ' attain its 
aspirations. 

The National Charter provided 
for respect for human rights, for 
giving the Arab in dividual his full 
rights and respect for his human 
dignity and ms value. We have 
relied in all this on the principles 
and teachings of the Holy Koran 
and the sayings of Prophet 
Mohammad. 

We have built and continue to 
build for the coming generations, 
seeking to satisfy Goa and a free 
conscience. We seek the satisfac- 


we do not try to outbid anyone, 
but we act in light of the world 
developments. 

Our actions are based on our 
convictions and leave others to 
choose their path in life. But it 
has to be said that the course we 
have taken resulted from our 
sufferings in confronting chal- 
lenges and dangers and the great 
burden our country had to bear 
towards our nation. We will re- 
main the closest Arabs to Pales^ 
tine, the land, its people and their 
right depending on our deter- 
mination, awareness and sea- 
soned people who have faced 
numerous plights and experi- 
ments m life. But we will not bow 
except to God. 

i We have lived four years of our 
new life under the umbrella of 
democracy, which we still build 
for the future. Now that the 
Parliament’s ordinary session has 
ended and preparations are going 
on for the parliamentary elec- 
tions, and since the government 
of Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker has resigned after 
carrying out its mandate, in my 
capacity as responsible for the 
three authorities (executive, leg- 
islative, judicial) and with sup- 
port from the Jordanian society, I 
hereby entrust to you the forma- 
tion of a new government to 
prepare for the elections. 

As I entrust you with this new 
mission and national responsibil- 
-ity,-I am certain that you will be 
keen, like myself, to ensure that 
the deputies m the coming Parlia- 
ment will represent all Jordanian 
people without any discrimina- 
tion. I trust] that you will take all 
the appropriate measures to en- 
sure a smooth election process 
based on the provisions of the 
Constitution. I am sure that you 
will guarantee for all men and 
women foil equality in rights and 
duties and facilitate for all people 
the right to vote for the coming 
Parliament in a fair and free 
manner. 

You should remind voters of 
their responsibility towards their 
nation and their country. I trust 
that you will make each voter 
understand that his voice should 
go to the best wbo aims to serve 
•the nation 


One that is paralysed by acts of 
favouritism and Impeded by 
bureaucracy and fear of shoulder- 
ing responsibility. 

Therefore, I hope to make it 
clear to everyone that we expect 
from the new government to 
launch a campaign of work and 
genuine construction in all fields. 
This stage is not one of idleness, 
circumstances do not allow room 
for it as we face numerous chal- 
lenges. We should not suffice 
ourselves with what we have 
achieved as our aims and ambi- 
tions' shoud reach far. 

I fear for our democracy and 
our path that we have chosen. I 
warn against those who infiltrate 
our ranks under the pretext that 
they believe in this democracy 
but in reality they harbour evil 
and harm and work towards its 
destruction from within. 

I fear for this democracy from 
the acts of those who are 
apprehensive about it as they do 
not understand it. Our success in 
democracy will mean a great deal 
for our hopes in the future of this 
united family which groups free 
men and women. But if we fail. 


oner of its own sufferings, with its 
states separated by fear and 
suspicion. 

We support all true efforts that 
can help us see a new Arab dawn 
in which the Arabs can regain 
self-confidence and the sense of 
dignity and help the Arab Nation 
assume its proper status among 
the nations of the earth. Only 
then can we live with self- 
confidence when confronting 
dangers and challenges. I am 
confident that the Arab people 
are those who live, survive and 
implore God to guide us wisely 
along the path of good and in a 
way that we can dress our wounds 
and put an end to our bleeding 
and sufferings. 

As to the Palestinian people 
and their rights in their homeland 
and the Arab-Israeli peace, we 
stress here that we are for just, 
comprehensive peace, acceptable 
to the coming generations who 
can protect it and live with it. We 
need to see peace amongst the 
descendants of our father Abra- 
ham since this is in the best 
interest of all and can put an end 
to the sufferings of all brothers in 
the occupied Arab lands. 


“As I entrust you with this new mission (elections) 
and national responsibility, I am certain that you 
will be keen, like myself, to ensure that the 
deputies in the coming Parliament will represent 
all Jordanian people without any discrimination. I 
bust that you will take all the appropriate 
measures to ensure a smooth election process 
based on the provisions of the Constitution. I am 
sure that you will guarantee for all men and 
women full equality in rights and duties and 
facilitate for all people the right to vote for the 
coming Parliament in a fair and free manner." 


God forbid, the repercussions 
would not only break the back of 
our ’Steadfastness, they would also 
deal a heavy blow and be a 
setback to all the aspirations for 
which we have struggled in the 
past. 

On the pan-Arab front, we 
emphasise here that we have al- 
ways been for one united nation 
dnd we support all those who help 

enhance the national -.fabric and 

' 1 The past four year^^r^rich in ""/Bolster inter-ArtflJ^reEffio^ on 
; experiments and we.^t£uk' God basis of m&p&gfi and mutual 
! fdr/this, especially as'tffe^positive ^^fidencey jlS^fafioh and the 
aspects exceeded the^j^gati ve J ‘ ;jl a — 1 *- 

ones. We also thank the deputies 
and the government for their 
efforts and their sacrifices. But 
we seek more positive aspects 
and less negative ones. We seek 
the rule of the law applied to ail 
and a balance between the execu- 
tive, legislative and judicial an-, 
thorities so that one cannot 
infringe on the other. We need to 
see a dynamic executive author- 
ity, an honest and competent one 
that can deal with all matters of 
concern to the nation and its 
needs. We need to see a public 



enj^pt ptemaL Arab prob- 
lems' within th£ v framework of 
pan-Arab organisations. We sup- 
port those who remove the causes 
of divisions and loss which the 
Arab World is now faring and we 
back those who try to remove the 
sufferings of the Arab people. 

We support the revival of a 
brotherly dialogue with others, 
aimed at normalising our rela- 
tions with them on sound basis. It 
is unreasonable to see that the 
world is moving in this direction 
of cooperation and understanding 
while our nation remains a pris- 


We have no alternative to seek- 
ing this just peace and can by no 
means escape from it and from 
our responsibilities towards the 
people of Palestine. 

Our cause is just and deserves 
effort and defence so that we can 
explain its dimensions. Should 
these efforts bear fruit and peace 
be achieved, we would have 
accomplished a major achieve- 
ment for the future of this region 
and its stability. This would open 
the way for a great Arab move 
towards greater achievements 
and developments. 

We hope to achieve this and 
also hope that the attempts of our 
enemies — wherever they could 
be — would not succeed in under- 
mining our chance to achieve this 
goal. 

As to the domestic policy, the 
government should draw up 
plans, conforming to the imple- 
mentation of national strategies 
like those provided for in the 
National Charter, the legislations 
and programmes in various fields. 
We should not start from scratch 
and should not overlook the 


achievements of our colleagues 
who assumed responsibility be- 
fore us, and did well. 

The question of human rights 
and respect for human dignity 
and care for individuals should 
assume priority in the fields of 
education, culture, health, en- 
vironment and others. This has 
always been the case for Jordan 
and the Jordanian forefathers 
who started off as fathers, 
teachers, soldiers and fanners 
working diligently for their na- 
tion. 

Those forefathers attained 
achievements of which we will 
feel proud and which we now 
teach to our children, imparting 
the past 70 years of our experi- 
ments with a sense of freedom, 
democracy and pluralism. 

I urge the government to help 
maintain a pure and brigbl image 
'of Jordan before the Arab and 
Islamic World and before the 
enemies of this nation. Everyone 
should realise that we do not 
allow anyone to harm our pride 
and that our soil is sacred. 

In Older to reflect a good im- 
age, our information and media 
should be developed. To do this, 
a new generation of experience, 
and skilled people should be in- 
volved in this field. We need to 
see a press that can defend the 
nation and side by right, justice 
and freedom. We all need to 
shoulder our responsibilities with 
reason and objectivity, away 
from any outbidding or dealing 
with half truths. 

Your government ought also to 
give attention to the Jordanian 
diplomacy, which represents Jor- 
dan's image abroad. The financial 
and administrative systems of the 
diplomatic service require sup- 
port so as to carry out their role. 
The same goes for the education 
and higher education, culture, 
Awqaf and Islamic affairs, and 
the youth sectors. These are all 
organisations dealing with all the 
requirements of logic and science 
rather than ignorance and super- 
stition. These institutions ought 
to direct their attention away 
from bigotiy, sectarianism and 
regionalism. These organisations 
should be promoters of tolerance. 
Should we succeed in this en- 
deavour, we would be contribut- 
ing towards ending the problems 
that one plaguing other parts of 
the world which still reel under 
the burdens of ignorance, repres- 
sion and tyranny. 

The government ought to fight 
off routine and bureaucracy by 
fomiulating work ethics, distribu- 
tion of responsibilities and con- 
tinuing training. This should fol- 
low the line of the good traditions 
in the system. The soldier, the 
worker, the teacher, the em- 
ployee and the farmer are all 
good tributaries flowing into and 
augmenting the great river of the 
nation. 

As we stress the need for the 
the coining stage to enhance the 
age of renaissance that we are 


passing through, we emphasise 
the role of the Armed Forces in 
defending the nation and keeping 
peace in troubled spots around 
the world. We are keen on pro- 
viding continued support for the 
Armed Forces, providing them 
with up-to-date equipment and 
the best training so that the army 
can continue to bear the stan- 
dards of the Great Arab Revolt 
on which we pin our hopes. We 
should see the Armed Forces 
backed by a united and consoli- 
dated domestic front that can be 
protected by capable security 
forces which we should back in a 
similar manner. 

Since agriculture, industry, 
commerce, energy, mineral re- 
sources and tourism constitute an 
integral part of this renaissance, 
we must find solutions to prob- 
lems Impeding theiT develop- 
ment. We must find new princi- 
ples to help these sectors bolster 
our national economy and we 
must all work towards allowing, 
comprehensive development 


“We support the 
revival of a 
brotherly dialogue 
with others, aimed 
at normalising our 
relations with them 
on sound basis. It 
is unreasonable to 
see that the world 
is moving in this 
direction of coop- 
eration and under- 
standing while our 
nation remains a 
prisoner of its own 
sufferings, with its 
states separated by 
fear and suspi- 


cion. 
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reach all parts of Jordan. This is 
sought in order to stem the prob- 
lem of unemployment and elimin- 
ate the pockets of poverty. 

We must remember that our 
free economy has now risen and 
started to regain a healthy status, 
following the numerous crises 
that resulted from the Gulf war 
and its devastating consequences. 
The private sector has had its own 
role in ending the crises and this 
should give us incentives towards 
creating the opportunity for this 
sector to develop and grow in the 
march towards the economic con- 
struction and comprehensive de- 
velopment in all pans of the 
country. 

Jordan has witnessed the 
mushrooming of various educa- 
tional institutions, the last of 


which was the Al al Bait Uni- 
versity. The government ought to 
provide assistance to this uni- 
versity, as it did to the other staff 
universities before, so that it can 
deal with the questions related to 
faith in the contemporary age. 
We also expect the government 
to extend support to the Centre 
for the study of Democracy, 
Freedom and Human Rights, 
which we have created to serve as 
a nucleus for Arab political think- 
ing. 

In this respect, we stress the 
necessity of reexamining the 
march of Mutah University in a 
manner that would ensure success 
for its military and civilian sec- 
tions at the highest level of effi- 
ciency. We have already given 
directives to military educational 
schools to supply this university 
with the elite of their students so 
that they can assume the lead- 
ership in the Armed Forces. 

A number of projects require 
continued follow-up on perform- 
ance and achievements. I particu- 
larly refer to questions related to 
the protection of the environment 
and the greening of Jordan, the 
new hospitals, the national lib- 
rary, the reconstruction of the 
Royal Jordanian and the explora- 
tion for oil. 

We are now entering a new 
democratic stage in Jordan in 
which all share its establishment 
on the basis of rights, freedom 
and human dignity. 

We should build the country’s 
institutions on the principle of 
law, leaving no room for any 
corner where corruption can 
flourish. We support right, toler- 
ance and firmness and we adopt a 
foreign policy based on mutual 
respect, cooperation and non- 
interference in the internal affairs 
of others. We fight any attempt 
on the part of others to interfere 
in our affairs and we are commit- 
ted to respecting human rights 
and international conventions. 

We hope that the United Na- 
tions would use these conventions 
to transform itself into a huma- 
nitarian organisation reflecting 
the true status in the modern 
world and the need of nations for 
security, justice and peace. We 
hope to see this transformation 
and an end to its present form 
which represents an old system 
whose principles have long col- 
lapsed. 

I Stress to the government here 
that it should build new relations 
with new nations, like the newly 
independent Islamic states of the 
former Soviet Union. 

I emphasise the need for the 
government to remain committed 
to these directives and to translat- 
ing them into political economic, 
social and cultural realities in a 
tangible way. 

I wish you and your colleagues, 
success in your endeavours, in 
.enhancing democracy and in 
helping Jordanians obtain educa- 
tion, food, medical treatment and 
security. 
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By Mark Heinrich 
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Reuter 

.ZAGREB — Croatian President 

r 

cFranjo Tudjman, looking over his 

■ 

shoulder at tbe threat of interna- 
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Itional sanctions, is scaling back 
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.his sponsorship of ethnic Croats 
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fighting Muslims in western 
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.Bosnia. 


Croatia distances itself from Bosnia brethren 
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4 But Ms. Tudjman is wary of 
^offending the Bosnian Croats, 
-who provided vital support dur- 
ing Croatia's 1991 battle for inde- 
. pendence from the Sevbian- 
l dominated Yugoslav federation. 
I* Treading a thin line between 
^ these conflicting aims, the Croat 
"leader is following up on a pledge 
. to use his influence to restrain the 
Herzegovina Croats, but in terms 
1 carefully measured to avoid laying 
I the blame squarely on Croat 
) shoulders. 

4 EC foreign ministers this 


month branded Zagreb account- 
able for attacks on Muslims by 
Bosnian Croats busy carving out 
a mini-state replica of Croatia 
with weapons and money flowing 
in from the contiguous “mother- 
land". • 

EC ministers warned Mr. Tudj- 
man Croatia would burn its 
bridges with possible western be- 
nefactors for its war-shattered 
economy if Bosnian Croat attacks 
persisted. 

Washington and its top allies 
have warned Zagreb further 
“assistance to Bosnian Croat for- 
ces... could result in international 
sanctions against Croatia." 

Ms. Tudjman could not afford 
to disregard the warnings- He is 
anxious not to fritter away west- 
ern sympathy won during 
Croatia's bloody drive for inde- 
pendence two years ago. 


Such goodwill is indispensable 
to bis quest for a vibrant market 
economy buoyed by western in- 
vestment, for eventual EC mem- 
bership and for full acceptance by 
democratic nations. 

- The nationalist president de- 
nied the Croats of Bosnia's Her- 
zegovina province flanking 
Croatia were his puppets, calling 
them independent nationals of a 
foreign country. 

He promised to try to restrain 
the Herzegovina Croats, who are 
steeped in a warrior tradition and 
known as the most stridently 
nationalist of Croat people in the 
former Yugoslavia. 

Within days, Mr. Tudjman was 
admonishing them — but without 
acknowledging their excesses by 
name or renouncing Zagreb's 
approach to Herzegovina as tra- 
ditionally Croat land. 


The president cannot afford 
totally to abandon west Bosnian 
Croats because their community, 
especially expatriates in the west, 
chipped in considerable money, 
personnel and professional exper- 
tise for Croatia's fledgling state- 
hood- 

Zagreb's defence minister is a 
Herzegovina Croat who returned 
after decades as a businessman in 
Canada. 

Despite the presence of Herze- 
govina hardliners high in Mr. 
Tudjman’s government pressing 
for integration with Croat-popu- 
lated west Bosnia, diplomats said 
Tudjman did not appear bent on 
formally absorbing it. 

"Tudjman has a strategic in- 
terest to nuriure ties with a Croat 
buffer state next door which 
keeps the Serbs away from 
Croatia's Adriatic coast," one 


said. 

So, when Denmark's foreign 
minister and Bosnia peace 
mediators visited recently, Mr. 
Tudjman pointedly received 
them in a Herzegovina Roman 
Catholic shrine town plastered 
with posters bearing his picture. 

The next day, he started taking 
Bosnian Croats to task — not 
from Zagreb, but at a rally of his 
conservative party in the Herze- 
govina town of Siroki Brijeg. 

“We must rein in the extrem- 
ists and provocateurs among us. It 
is up to us now to prove we want 


open cooperation with the Mus- 
lims," Mr. Tudjman, standing on 
a balcony, told an adulatory 
throng below waving Croatian 
flags like his own constituents. 

He cushioned his criticism by 
praising Bosnian Croats for con- 
tributing to Croatia's fight for 
independence. He also blamed 
Muslim attacks for recent fighting 
in western Bosnia. 

But then he cautioned that the 
behaviour of the Bosnian Croats 
would make or break Croatia’s 
future place in Europe. 


"Don't do anything reckless 
now that could endanger us, do 
not let yourself be provoked. Do 
your part for the development of 
our democracy, because we want 
to be an integral part of the 
democratic world, of democratic 
Europe,’’ he added. 

With that phrase. Mr. Tudj- 
man detrayed Croatia's desperate 
yearning to emerge from the mur- 
ky. turbulent Balkan mess and 
rake its place among the western 
democracies it admires. 

"Tudjman has mode some 
progress in creating the image 


abroad of a responsible Croatia 
(since independence). He does 
not want now to jeopardise 
Croatia's future for the rednecks 
of Herzegovina," a diplomatic 
observer said. 

"He has definitely moderated 
his tendency to be the paymaster 
of the Bosnian Croats to remove 
impressions that he's after a grea- 
ter Croatia." she said, drawing a 
parallel with Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic and his pur- 
suit of a "greater Serbia'* en- 
veloping much of Bosnia. 
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Personal example 
could help stop smoking 


Southeast Asia seeks regional 


security network 
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By Carolyn S- Carbon 

The. Associated Press 

ATLANTA — A campaign in 
China to get elementary school 
children to nag theiT fathers to 
stop smoking is being cited by 
U.S. health officials urging coun- 
tries to adopt cessation program- 
mes for World No-Tobacco Day 
on May 31. 

Another successful anti-smok- 
ing campaign was launched by a 
Buddhist abbot in rural Thailand, 
whose influence was cited by 80 
per cent of the former smokers in 
a village in hi$ district, the centre 
for Disease Control (CDC) and 
Prevention said Thursday. 

■ The U.S. agency urged coun- 
tries observing World No-Tobac- 
co Day to emphasise to doctors 
and other hVwith care profession- 
als that they wfl! be more effec- 
tive. in urging patients to quit if 


they stop smoking themselves. 

“Health care workers and reli- 
gious leaders can serve as role 
models, and children can encour- 
age a non-smoking, tobacco-free 
lifestyle. It could be one of them 
or anyone else who can provide 
the motivation to quit,” said 
CDC epidemiologist Dana M. 
Shelton. 

In the China experiment, o,843 
children asked their fathers to 
!iih smoking and then ask« 
era every day for six months 


3L 

whether Ihey were still smoking. 
The nagging prompted 90 per 
cent to quit for at least 10 days* 49 
per cent for 30 days and 12 per 
cent for the entire 180 days. 

“Wrat's remarkable is that 
they were able to get 90 per cent 
of the fathers to quit for at least 
10 days,” Miss Shelton said. “If 
you can move people to at least 
attempt to quit, hopefully they’ll 


““Tce'gpTrying- and eventually will 
quit.” 

Overall, the percentage of 
smoking fathers dropped from 
68.8 per cent to 60.7 per cent 
among the 10,395 children in 23 
schools in the Gongshu District of 
Hangzhou, the CDC said.' That 
compared with a drop of 0.2 per 
cent among fathers in a similar- 
size control group. 

Only children whose fathers 
smoked kept the logs for the 
six-month period; which ended in 
January 1990. 

The children’s knowledge of 
health problems associated with 
smoking also rose, dramatically 
during the six months, the CDC 
said, citing semes on a test. 

In 1987, the unidentified 
Buddhist abbot in the district of 
- Mae Sot, Tak Province, Thailand, 
decided to prohibit smoking and 
post health warnings in the tem- 


ple area, the CDC said. 

He also mandated that all new 
monks abstain from smoking and 
counseled villagers on the health 
hazards of smoking. 

When Thai health officials 
checked in 1991, 80.3 per cent of 
the former smokers in one village 
dred the encouragement of a 
monk as an important reason that 
they had quit, the CDC said. 

That compared with only 25.6 
per cent of former smokers ating 
the influence of religious leaders 
in a village outside the abbot’s 
district. 

“What this tells us is that in- 
volving religious leaders in tobac- 
co. control or smoking cessation 
can influence smokers to break 
their addiction to nicotine,” Miss 
Shelton said. “It could very well 
work in many U.S. communities, 
wherever religious leaders are 
considered influential.” 


By Peter Bohan 
Reuter 

SINGAPORE — Capitalist East 
Asian nations have begun to ex- 
amine regional security, trying to 
knit a growing web of rela- 
tionships into a wider network, 
bringing in consultation with 
communist China. Vietnam and 
Russia. 

Diplomats and officials at two 
days~of talks on Asian security 
that have coded here at the weekend 
said the group was off to a good 
start even if concrete actions were 
nowhere in sight and more play- 
ers were needed. 

"It may be a chameleon-like 
body, starting out as one thing 
and then becoming another,” one 
western diplomat said. 

The Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) — 
Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore, and Thai- 
land — decided last year to invite 
its seven leading trade partners 
for its first-ever talks on regional 
security. 

The seven — the United 
States, the European Commun- 
ity, Canada. Australia. New Zea- 
land, Japan and South Korea — 
are ASEAN's leading arms sup- 


pliers and for some, treaty part- 
ners. 

A statement issued after the 
talks expressed concern about the 
violent run-up to the May 23-28 
Cambodian elections and Nonh 
Korea's suspected nuclear 
weapons programme. No state- 
ment of joint action was made, 
nor expected. 

“The most important thing to 
come out of this meeting was that 
there was~a meeting. A year ago 
you wouldn't have predicted 
that.” an Asian diplomat said. 

"The first thing is to get all the 
players at the table." 

Canada will study and report 
on “conflict prevention” and 
non-proliferation and Australia 
on possible confidence-building 
measures like an arms sales regis- 
ter and information exchanges by 
defence planners and on military 
exercises. 

A ministerial meeting of the 
group in Singapore in July will 
attempt to formalise the body. 
Officials from Russia. China, 
Laos and Vietnam will be in 
Singapore as observers. 

But the idea of a region-wide 
pact like the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE) is seen as un- 


realistic. 

“The CSCE lays down specific 
formulas for specific situations." 
a western diplomat said. “People 
out here want an informal 
approach, more intensive dia- 
logue to create something that 
doesn't impose forumulas." 

The United States was still seen 
as key to the region. 

“In no small way, America's 
presence in the region keeps 
Asians from provoking fights 
with Asians," Singapore’s ambas- 
sador at large, Tommy Koh, 
wrote in an article last week. 

The United States has security 
treaties wilh Japan, South Korea, 
Australia, Thailand and the Phi- 
lippines. Britain, Australia and 
New Zealand hold annual air and 
naval exercises with Singapore 
and Malaysia under the 20-year- 
old, commonwealth-inspired five 
power defence arrangements. 

“Existing arrangements in- 
clude all kind of bilateral agree- 
ments we have on exercising 
together. It’s that network that is 
the basis of this process,” a west- 
ern diplomat said. 

U.S. officials at the talks, who 
included Assistant Secretary of 
State Winston Lord, welcomed 
the wider dialogue. 


“It did demonstrate the pot 
tial of regional security disc 
sions," a senior American offii 
said. 

“We’re very comfortable w 
integrating key players like Ch 
and Russia in this so that 
made clear that this is noi 
grouping directed in any couni 
“It was dear everyone wants 
to stay out here. We carried 
message that we will stay. At 
same time the Asians are pick 
up more of the burden and s 
porting our presence. It's got 
be a two-way street." 

Tiny Singapore is setting 
pace for regional "networkin 
signing agreements since 1990 
allow U.S, naval and air for 
greater access. Malaysia has a 
allowed U.S. ship access to 
Lumui naval yard. 

In February Singapore held 
first naval exercises with India, 
March, plans for army exerri 
with the Philippines we 
announced as well as a pact 
/use an Australian base n 
Perth for air force pilot irainii 

Singapore already uses Tf 
land, Taiwan and Brunei 
military exercises and has built 
air combat range with Indone 
in Sumatra. 
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U.S. economic growth nearly stalls 

first three months of 1993 



WASHINGTON (AP) — Con- 
sumer caution and deteriorating 
foreign trade held economic 
i rowth to an anemic 0.9 per cent 
annual rate during the first three 
months of this year, the govern- 
ment said Friday. 

The Clinton administration 

tried to use the report to boost its 
deficit-reduction bill, but eco- 
nomists said tax increases in the 
legislation would moderate any 
rebound from the first-quarter 
siump. 

Growth, as measured by the 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
the sum of goods and services 
produced within U.S. borders, 
was less than one-fifth the robust 
4.7 per cent rate of the fourth 
quarter, the Commerce Depart- 
ment said. And it was just half 
:ne preliminary estimate of 1.8 
per cent. 

Stock prices and the value of 
the dollar fell after the reports' 
release. Commerce Secretary 
Ronald Brown said it “confirms 
our view that the economy is not 
growing fast enough to create 
new jobs and economic opportu- 
nities for the American people." 

He said the administration's 
deficit-reduction bill would “cre- 
ate a new economic environment 
in which investment and produc- 


tivity supplant deficits and debt as 
the driving forces in the eco- 
nomy. 1 ’ 

The bill cleared the House 
Thursday night by just six votes 
and faces substantial opposition 
in the Senate. 

Economists said fear of higher 
taxes in the bill and in the admi- 
nistration's yet-to-be-released 
health care proposal are talcing 
the edge off growth. 

“ItVmaking people skittish... 
businesses see it as a factor that 
will cause the economy to lose 
momentum so they delay hiring 
and, in some cases, capital spend- 
ing," said Lawrence Chimerine, a 
Philadelphia-based economists 
working for Dri-McGraw Hill. 

The first quarter was the 
weakest since the final three 
months of 1991. eariay in the 
recovery period following the 
official June 1991 end of the 
recession, the fourth quarter of 
.1992 had been the best in five 
years. 

In a separate report, the de- 
partment said a big drop in ex- 
porets caused the nation’s mer- 
chandise trade deficit to shoot up. 
12 per cent to S29.07 billion in 
first quarter, the widest gap in 
more than four years. 

Much of the lapse in GDP 


growth came from a sharp reduc- 
tion in the growth rate of consum- 
er spending. It was 1 .2 per cent in 
the first quarter 'versus 5.1 per 
cent in the fourth. 

At the same time, economic 
slowdowns for two key U.S. trad- 
ing partners, Germany and 
Japan, are further dragging down 
the U.S. economy. American ex- 
ports fell at a 2.6 per cent annual 
rate while imports from abroad 
increased at a 12 per cent rate. 

“Fundamentally trade is not a 
sector that will be boosting the 
economy. As long as the United 
States is growing faster than the 
rest of the world, particularly 
Europe and japan, net exports 
will be a drag on the economy,” 
said economist Laurence Meyer, 
a St. Louis-based consultant. 

Another sector crimping 
growth in the first quarter was 
government spending, down at a 

7.3 per cent annual rate. Military 
spending plunged 25.9 per cent, 
the biggest drop since the govern- 
ment began tracking that categ- 
ory in 1972. 

Housing was weak, too. Re- 
sidential construction edged 
down at a 0.2 per cent annual 
rate, compared with a 25.1 per 
cent surge in the fourth quarter. 


However, economists expea a 
rebound in the second quarter. 
Unusually severe winter weather, 
including a blizzard that struck 
the east coast in mid- March, held 
down construction in the first 

On the bright side, business 
investment in new equipment and 

machinery surged at a 16.5 per 
cent annual rate, even better 
than the 8.6 per cent originally 
estimated. That followed a robust 
14.5 per cent increase in the 
fourth quarter. 

Analysts say the investment 
rate, if maintained, should im- 
prove the productivity of Amer- 
ican businesses and eventually 
lead to a healthier economy. But 
for now, businesses are getting 
the money for investment from 
profits produced by conservative 
hiring practices and cost-cutting. 

After-tax corporate profits rose 

5.3 per cent to a seasonally ad- 
justed annual rate of $253.8 bil- 
lion , following an 8.5 per cent rise 
in the fourth quarter, the depart- 
ment said. Dividends were up 2.8 
per cent after a 3.2 per cent 
increase. 

The various changes added 
$11.7 billion to die GDP, bring- 
ing it to a seasonally and 
inflation-adjusted annual rate of 
$5 trillion. 


GDP figures confirm worst 
postwar recession in Germany 


BONN (R) — The west German 
economy shrank by one per cent 
in the first quarter of this year 
and by a hefty three per rent 
compared with V, year earlier, the 
economics ministry said Friday. 

Its provisional figures for gross 
domestic product |GDP) "con- 
firmed Finance Minister Theo 
Waigel’s Waigel's assertion 
Thursday that the country is in its 
worst economic crisis since world, 
-.var II. Official GDP data will be 
released on June 3. 

Economists said the figures 
were in line with their increasing- 
ly gloomy forecasts for the west 
German economy. 

“This confirms what we knew 
— GDP and industrial produc- 
tion are in a persistent downward 
trend," said Peter Pietsch, eco-. 
nomists with Commerzbank in 
Frankfurt. 

Stefan Schneider, chief eco- 


nomist at Nomura Research in 
Frankfurt, said the final first- 
quarter GDP figure would be 
even worse, “We are expecting a 
drop of 1.5 pier cent,” he said. 

Most economists now foresee 
west German GDP for the whole 
of 1993 falling around 1 .5 to two 
pier cent. 

Hie IFO research institute said 
in a report this week that west 
German industry was still very 
sceptical about the chances of any 
pick-up in the economy in the 
immediate future, 

'The second quarter will see 
another fall. .It's going to get 
woige before it gets better," said 
Glen Liddy, economist at Klein- 
wort .JBenson Research in Lon- 
don..' ' 

Economics Minister Guenter 
Rexrodt told parliament Thurs- 
day that the recession was woise 


than anyone had expected. 

Economists said industrial pro- 
duction and (Orders: data for 
April, due in the next few weeks, 
were likely to provide further 
cause for concern. In March, west 
German industry output fell 0.6 
pier cent while orders plunged 
three pier cent. 

Industrial production makes up 
about 40 per cent of GDP, which 
comprises the total output of 
goods and services in an eco- 
nomy, excluding income from 
abroad. 

The negative growth figures, 
are grim news for a government 
struggling to control a runaway 
bedget deficit while raising the 
vast sums needed to rebuild- for- 
mer communist East Germany. A 
deepening recession means fall- 
ing tax revenues and rising pay- 
outs to increasing numbers of 
jobless. 


Japan 
to resume 
yen loans 
to Iran 

TOKYO (R) — Japan is to re- 
sume yen loans of up to 38.6 
billion yen ($360 million) to Iran, 
the first such loans since March 
1976, a foreign ministry official 
said Saturday. The untied loans 
will cany an interest rate of three 
pier cent a year, and a 25-year 
repayment period, with a grace 
period of seven years. Notes on 
the loan were exchanged Satur- 
day in Tehran, the ministry said. 
The funds are to be used to build 
a hydroelectric power station on 
the Karan river in southern Iran. 
In May_199L then-foreign minis- 
ter Taro Nakayama said in | 
Tehran that Tokyo would consid- 1 
er offering official development 
assistance including yen loans, 
the official said. 


S. Korea announces 5-year reform 



SEOUL (AP) — South Korea’s 
finance ministry announced a 
sweeping five-year economic re- 
form plan Saturday aimed at 
curbing the power of conglomer- 
ates and modernising financial 
markets. 

The package is aimed at prom- 
oting the competitiveness of the 
nation’s financial industry as it 

moves toward full liberalisation. 

“By 1997, Korea will have firm- 
ly established a basic framework 

for modernising the financial 

market to the level of counter- 
parts in the West,*' said Finance 
Minister Hong Jae-Hyong. 

The plan calls for lifting inter- 
nal restrictions before future mar- 
ket openings and offers timet- 
ables to help the financial mar- 
kets prepare for change. It also 
suggests the creation of new 
financial conglomerates. 

The new conglomerates would 
exclude participation by the top 
industrial giants, which have 
grown and benefited from past 
government policies of low-cost and 
longterm loans, officials said. 

There has been growing public 
criticism that South Korea’s giant 
conglomerates dominate the eco- 
nomy and consume smaller com- 
petitors. Candidates in the De- 
cember presidential elections 


pledged to curb v power of the 

conglomerates. 

The ministry said that if stri« 
guidelines fail to prevent the con- 
glomerates from abusing financial 
institutions and using them as 
private banks, they -may be 
ordered to reduce their shares in 
financial institutions. 

The new plan calls for the fall, 
liberalisation of all interest razes, 
except for those on demand de- 
posits, by 1996. It said the gov- 
ernment would consider the in- 
troduction of the deposit insur- 
ance system in 1997 to protect 
depositors from possible bank 
collapses. 

The ministry said Korea will 
establish a supervisory organisa- 
tion to oversee leasing, short 
term finance, mutual savings and 
finance companies and other 
ancillary financial service firms. 

It said that from this year banks 
.will be permitted to deal in a 
limited range of securities busi- 
ness, but that they will lose their 
monopoly on foreign exchange 
services. 

Securities houses will be able to 
sell investment trust products be- 
tween 1996 and 1997 and invest- 
ment trust companies will stop 
retailing their products and spe- 
cialise in fond management, the 


ministry said. . 

The ministry said it would Sim- 
plify bank procedures for writing 
off uncollectible loans. 

It said procecdures would 
maintain the strict separation of 
business boundaries between 
banks, securities and insurance 
business, bur the financial firms 
can theoretically muscle into each 
other’s turf through subsidiaries. 

The new plan is to be im- 
plemented July 1. 

South Korea last week 
announced growth figures that 
government planners and eco- 
nomists said indicated the eco- 
nomy was showing signs of recov- 
ery after hitting rock bottom at 
the end of last year. 

But critics said it was too early 
to judge whether the economy 
was back on an even keel. 

The Central Bank of Korea 
(BOK) said gross national pro- 
duct (GNP) grew a real 3.3 per 
cent in the first quarter, far below 
a 7.4 per cent rise a year earlier. 

But the first quarter growth 
compared favourably with a 2.8 
per cent rise in the final three 
months of last year, the lowest 
rise for 12 years. 

“The 33 per cent rise may not 
look impressive. But we have the 


view the economy hit the bottom 
in the fourth quarter and wc 
would expeci further improve- 
ment in the second and thud 
quarters." said Park Siiftg-Chul, 
BOK director of statistics. 

Some analysts had earlier pre- 
dicted the economy would this 
year slip into recession for the 

first time since I9S0 when GNP 

retreated 3.7 per cent. 

GNP, the measure of a coun- 
try's total value Of goods arm 
services produced, grew at a i3- 
year low of 4.7 per cent Iasi year , 
following an 8.4 per cent rise in 

1991. , , 

South Koreans, accustomed to 
double-digit GNP growth in the 
late 1980s. consider current 

growth levels low. 

The BOK said exports of goods 
and services in the first quarter 
increased 12.1 per cent, up from 

5.3 per cent in the fourth quarter 
of last year, providing the most 
convincing source of optimism. 

“The appreciation of the yen 
helped (South Korean exporters. 
Price stability, won through years 
of austerity, also helped enhance 
the competitiveness of South Ko- 
rean products," said Shim Chang- 
Dal, a senior fellow of the state 
Korea Development Institute 
(KDI). 
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Tin prices at lowest since early 70s 


LONDON (R) — The depressed 
tin market fell to the lowest levels 
in oral terms since the early 1970s 
last week, and analysts say pro- 
ducers must expect farther losses. 

Tin is suffering from excess 
supply, rising stocks and poor 
demand, and shipments from the 
former Eastern Bloc are firing. 
It also faces stiff competition 
from easily-recycled aluminium 
for its main end-use in beverage 
cans. 

“We keep saying dial tin will 
have its day some day, but that 
day never comes around," Euan 
Worthington of stockbrokers 
S.G. Warburg Securities said. 

Tin for delivery in three 
months slumped to $5,440 a ton- 
ne at one stage Tuesday morning 
on the London Metal Exchange 
(ME), well below January’s high 
of $6,130. 

“Supply-side problems have- 
become less' acute' tbe'dem'ariiT 
prospects for this .' metal remain 
poor and are likely ' to remain so 
for the foreseeable future,” LME 
broker Billiton- Enthoven Metals 
said in its latest weekly report 

A recent meeting of the Asso- 


ciation of Tin Producing Coun- 
tries (ATPQ has also done little 
for market sentiment, as although 
'it reported 1992 exports were 
below permitted levels, stocks 
have risen. 

At the end of March 1993 
world tin stocks had risen to 

40.000 tonnes from 38,200 ton- 
nes at the end of 1992. The 
ATPC’s intention is for stocks to 
fall to 20,000 tonnes. 

The root of the tin market’s 
troubles lies in the 1985 collapse 
of the International Tin Councfl’s 
attempt to prop up prices at 
artificially high levels. 

Since then the ATPC has strug- 
ged to reduce the inventory over- 
hang caused by unfettered pro- 
duction by restricting exports. 
The problem is key producers 
Brazil and China are not mem- 
bers. 

Also, the United States is now 
"selling metal from its strategic 
stockpi 1 eV- Mr Wort h in gton ' 
'ribted. U’.S. tin ' disposals have 
risen from around 3,000 ' tonnes 
annually in 1989 to' around 9,000 
tonnes, and there is still over 

154.000 tonnes of metal left in the 


Russia lifts veil of secrecy on gold sales, output 


MOSCOW (Rj — Russia lifted 
its veil of secrecy over gold pro- 
duction and exports Friday, fore- 
casting steady 1993 production 
2 nd promising a “balanced and 
-nod-.- rate approach” to selling 
gold cn world markets. 

Yevgeny Bychkov, chairman of 
the Precious' Metals Committee 
told a rare news conference that 
Russia had produced 146 tonnes 
oi gold in 1992 and expected to 
produce the same in 1993, 

Exports totalled 98 tonr.es in 
1992 and the country, a major 
producer, had sold 21 tonnes of 


gold abroad so far this year. 

“I do not think sales of gold 
will change substantially," Mr. 
Bychkov said. “The government 
has a balanced and moderate 
approach to the matter." 

Figures for gold production, 
exports and reserves were for 
long a closely guarded secret in 
the Soviet Union. 

The first glimpse behind the 
veil came in November 1991 
when economist Grigory Yavlins- 
ky said Soviet reserves were 240 
tonnes, a figure which sent world 
gold markets into turmoil. 


Western experts had put re- 
serves at twice that level although 
they agreed that stocks had been 
falling for several years as the 
country struggled to find hard 
currency. 

Other figures for gold reserves 
have been released since then, 
but data are frequently confusing 
and contradictory. 

Mr. Bychkov said bis commit- 
tee currently held 200.5 tonnes of 
gold in its reserves, up from 175 
tonnes at the end of 1992. 

It had handed 133 ttonnes to 
the central bank last year. 


although Mr. Bychkov could not 
say if the central bank bad 
already sold some of this gold on 
world markets or if it held gold 
reserves before the transfer. 

In January 1992 — also before 
the transfer — the committee’s 
reserves were 290 tonnes. 

Mr. Bychkov said Russia's gold 
industry would need annual in- 
vestment of 70 or 80 billion rou- 
bles ($70 or $80 million), amply 
to keep production stable. 

But gold producers had suf- 
fered less than other metals pro- 


ducers because Russia’s decision 
to charge world prices for gold 
sold on the domestic market 
meant these producers, were re- 
ceiving adequate funds. 

Gold production in 1992 was 
six or seven per cent below the 
1991 level, he said. The 1992 fall 
in Russian industrial production 
was about 20 per cent. 

The Precious Metals Commit- 
tee was set up in 1991 after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Bychkov said Russia was 
keen to increase domestic jewel- 
lery production and curb the role 


of South African giant De Beers 
in selling Russian gems. 

“The main point of dissatisfac- 
tion in our position with De Beers 
is we want to increase our capa- 
bility to sell diamonds, not only in 
Moscow, but also m other coun- 
tries," he said. 

De Beers currently sells most 
Russian rough diamonds under a 
five-year $5 billion deal. Russia 
sells five per cent of its exports on 
the free market to check the 
“real” price of the gems and 
determine if the price paid by De 
Beers is fair. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“Stanley can't talk right now. He 
doesn’t evolve into a human until his 
second cup of coffee!” 


Peanuts 



f HAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
« t?y Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, lo form 
four ordinary words 


VALE 



P \ 

4 

1 

i- - 


□ 




FONTE 


«* • 


n 


ti 


REDDEG 



m 


m 



UMSCAP 


m 

HI 




WHAT THE SAILOK 
BECAME WHEN HE 
MARZIEP A YVlFCW. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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(Answers Monday! 

Yesterday's I JurT,bte * GROOM FOAMY NUANCE SINGLE 

| Answer What her earnings often don't keep up with — 
HER YEAflNlNI 


I DON T THINK 
THE SCHOOL BOS 
15 EVER 601 NG 
TO COME.. 


I THINK THEY'VE ] f MAYBE U)E SHOULD 

FORGOTTEN /( START WALKING.. 
ABOUT US.. 


DOES ANYONE REMEMBER 
THE NAME OF OUR SCHOOL? 


I? 


-c~ 




CD 


Andy Capp 


ishtover _ 

ALREADY Flo- ? 



he Gorsa^r oftv 
MUM. lTir'«SVERV' 

UNFAIR.— ^ THE tacW-E 


THAN IT WPS- 






Mutt‘n’Jeff 


JEFF WE MWE SOME VERY 
VALUABLE merchandise 
DISPLAY.' IT’S >ou R- JO 
TO WATCH FOR 

shoplifters. 


WELL. WHERE T 
IS SHEj?^| “ 



i 


stockpile. 

“The faltering U.S. economic 
recovery is giving rise to concern 
that demand will not pick up to 
any extent this year,” Billiton 
said. 

European demand is uninspir- 
ing and Japanese tin usage con- 
tinues to fall, and Billiton fore- 


cast total consumption falling in 
1993 for the third successive 
year to 175.000 tonnes, from 
179,000 tonnes last year. 

Also, metal from Russia is now 
arriving at regular intervals in the 
West, with traders picking up 
discounted tin from Poland and 
the Baltic states. 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY MAY 30, 1993 

By Thomas $. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Test 
what your advisers say against your, 
fomitive hunches as ydu search for 
(he righL-aasWers- m’-tiie-V < mio6r- 
-’-prdblems that occur in your busy 
path tqday-as the Moqo trioeS4hc 
‘ Sun. Smile and relax.’ - „ - - 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Avoid the world of outside activity 
early in the day but then soon you 
find you are able to make some 
new interests or contacts that are 
highly beneficial. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Don't get confused over what to do 
about a new interest or continuing 
with a secret plan but go along with 
casual actions while later plan fu- 
ture business moves. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
certainly should think about your 
persona] aims and not waste time 
on daydreaming about a business 
interest while later a longtime part- 
ner supports your wishes. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You find a situation be- 
tween an official and a partner 
untenable for your best progress so 
avoid them both instead schedule 
activities to come. 

LEO: (July 22 August 2i) Think 
about approaching your finest con- 
victions from a new angle, put off 
confusing tasks until a better time 
and put more effort in your special 
talent 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Whatever you have in mind for 
pleasures should await analysis of 


just how much you can afford but 
tonight spend time at new interest 
jwith your mate. 

! LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
i22) Be out of the house early and' ' 
■joinr~5uisiderS who arc up and 
: doing so that your joint success can 
be assured, later visit proven 
friends for reassurance. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 tto 
November 21) You can eliminate 
some muddled thinking where 
your ideas have been concerned 
and you ban also schedule time and 
energy to be put on practical mat- 
ters later. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A day to forego 
today's temptation ro fret about 
financial matters and instead have 
a good time at pleasures within 
your pocket. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You can have a mis- 
understanding about a vital matter 
in your life today but find that your 
best place is with your family, who 
give good advice. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You are very interested in 
other persons and their welfare 
and can now find ways to be of 
more helpfulness to them so forget 
yourself, do for others. 

JJSCES: (February 20 tto March 
20) This is the day for you to listen 
to the suggestions of a purposeful 
supporter who understands what 
your problems are. then apply 
them to outside problems. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


Urquhart 


ACROSS 
1 Hifohatlo 
6 Bo fuH of 
10 October 
btrtftstono 

14 ''Peanuts'* 
character 

15 La Douce 

16 Flower holder 

17 Racfro sign-off 

19 Divisible by two 

20 Always, to poets 

21 Social functions 

22 Minatory act 

24 Russian aty 

25 Courage 

26 — off 
(prevented) 

29 Stocking type 

53 Martinique 
volcano 

34 Eve's grandson 

35 Actress Raines 

36 On — with 
(equal to) 

37 Brdge teals 
36 Time pence 

39 vaccines 

40 Permanent — 

4) Clementine's 

lather was one 
42 Tissue teyer 

44 Sickness 

45 Lang Syne'* 

46 ' A — for 
AO&nO" 

47 Sea biro 

50 Italy's shape 

51 Tone table abbr 

54 Smell 

55 Obese 

58 Clown's 
kin 

59 Cable 

60 Icy ram 

61 Sfnp - 

62 Hourglass 
contents 

63 Hirsch ol 
football 

down . 

1 Cosmetic 
ingredient 

2 Exist 

3 Humdinger 

4 -Ben - ' 



!aj u,nki 'it 

AM Ifaju*. kiuiymi 

5" -poem 
lovely — ■ 

6 Of ocean 
current? 

7 Cupid 

8 Flightless bird 

9 Bed pan 
70 Too okl 

1 7 Lay concrete 

12 Cruising 

13 Pre-Easier 
period 

18 Lack 

33 Hasten 
24 In a precarious 

position 
26 Pithy saying 

26 Muscular * 
contraction 

27 Indian abode 

28 Warning signal 

29 Rogue 

30 Actress Massey 

31 Pasted 

32 Balaionie 

34 Antelope' 

3? Migratory birds 


Puzzle Solved: 



41 Cai or r.iicon 

43 Regret 

44 Knion sound 

46 Unintov esiud 

47 Fanlaro 

48 Ms Adam*, 

49 Heavy bonk 


*0Sw.s 


city - if 1 


|1 IliJiKurun Wy -T, ; * 

W Uwiyoi iihbf : \ V ‘ -1 . 
f® By way uf ■ ^44 r vT 
57 Under ino 1 

weather 
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A^Afl bank " 

WTIWAL BARX 
=*iro «fovm BAir. 

OF JOftBAH • 

EAST INVESTMExt aAKJL 

TH^SX? 1 ’ DBV KM>»SI(T aMffi' 

Tm. housing bank 

-OhDAfi Kir^ 1T afCT. 

INVBs rw** Bank 

£?“*" I!.tAWC BAI1JC 

"» «=«« 

^AD BANKING CORPORA? I GK/ JOR3AN 
IWts TJlTMT BaS^ 

middle east ihotilwe 

JORDAN FVZHCU ^~lUCUHhHC£. 

**** “ lF * fc accj DENT iNSUPANCE 
JOhDaniat; electpic iwep “ 

IhOiD DISTRICT KLECTRIC I T 
^rHlCLLS OWNERS rUDEWi? T OS 

we jwtkpnational iwnis" 

JORDAK TOUBXS:: i £!"A ccrPLFl 
NATIONAL portfolio SECURITIES 

ESTATE INVEaTwyrT f 

J pSeSI^ »»™* IWESWBNT 
,5J Rf i Ewnunusss & ebcithents lzastbc 

it 1 tKiiAT : or: AL. TRADING center 
MAC 11INABT tQOIP- RESTING & Jfl n *EC^rar-p' 

WJITED kiddle bmt £ ' cbmn wnf 

the JOHDAR CEMENT FACTORIES 
JORDAN PHOSPHATE HIH2S 
i c *?5» i*etroukm R&FlflfkRX 

*001* If INDU STRIES 

2JE I!»*DUSTRIAL cokkercial c, agricultural 
the JORDAN WORSTED BULLS 
ARAD PHAPMACfcOTlCilL KmTACTOKUC 
0ORCAJ, CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN DAIRY 

The^jordab P1?ES wuroracroRiitfG 

ARAB CHErncj.L OCTCXSOKB INDUSTRIES 

HArlA :buUTH[Ui 
JoniiAu GLASS INDUSTRIES 
X* ® aM » DEVELOPfSEtfT £ INYESTKEST 
IWV'ESlIffiaT 4 ZNEHNAT ZONAL TRADE 

^-PAC ALUKINIUK industry 

GENERAL lNVEST21Eir? 

WJ& PAPEV Wir.TRTZWJ c TRADING 

J0PJDAH MEDICAL CORPORATION 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

rat: DUAL INDUSTRIES 

INTERMEDIATE PETftO-cnEMICRL INDUSTRIES 

JCrRWI CHEJCCAL IIiDDSTRlES 

JORDAN ROC3OC0OL INDUSTRIES 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

ALADOZN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES A MATCH/ JlTfCO 

JORDAII PRECAST COCCTETS INDUSTRY 

RATIONAL CABLE A WIRE MANUFACTURING 

JORC ,\]J 5ULPH0-GKENICALS 

*RAfl CENTER FOP PHTJtM. £ CHEMICALS 

JORDAN KUWAIT CO- FOR AGRZ. ft POOD PROD. 

xantheb ii.-vesthert 

UNr/LPSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 


GRADED PREV. OPSNIHC CLOSING 
VOLUME CLOSING PRICE PRICE 
JD TRICE 


G K A fa' D 


TOTAL 


301,488 
842,871 
2.950 
06,777 
SB. 680 
120.027 
38,230 
151,782 
£2,398 
653 
2,075 
676 
6*899 
90,661 
13,082 
6 33,084 
48,128 
85,000 
77,920 
2,286 
26S, 757 
1,319 
6, ISC 

4.139 
10,769 
93.676 
17,698 
56,263 
15.243 
1.453 
26, 146 

71.078 
1.066,809 

20,966 
21.340 
30,500 
203.093 
25,188 
1,291,085 
21,046 
21,742 
24,593 
17,808 
163.774 
8 , 2 a* 
7,953 
57C.754 
33,508 
27&.SS8 
34,472 
41,814 
24 
4,310 
25, 150 
127,665 
3,200 

79.078 
134,445 

1,175 

7,440 

6,044 

59,100 

90.775 

153,520 

29,006 

2,005 

212,034 


B, 679,813 


150.000 

5.960 

20.700 

4.500 
2.970 
3.940 
3.930 

2- 670 
3,730 

4- 350 
4.090 
6. ICO 

5- 060 
1.560 
4.100 
2.990 

3.890 
3.250 

3- 070 

2.890 

1.960 
1.1B0 

6.300 

S.SJ9 

0.640 

4.150 
1.760 
0.900 

1.130 

1.850 
1-290 
1-150 

2.500 

4- 500 
20.600 

3.030 

7.650 

20-050 

8.300 
0.100 
2.440 

3.600 
21.250 

3.170 

3-350 

0.610 

19.100 

3.2B0 

10.000 
3.630 
2.160 
0.400 

5.770 
0.890 
4.340 

6.150 

2.850 

9.600 
4.8C3 
1-230 
0.540 

10.700 

4.770 

4.130 
1-070 
3-110 

5- 50Q 


150.000 

5.9CU 

29-500 

4-650 

2.030 
3.900 
4.060 

2- 7C0 
3.800 
4-3SD 
4.150 
6. 100 
6- 21C 
1.610 

4.250 
2.63C 

4.050 
3.400 

3- 860 
2.870 
2.9BO 
1.Z20 

6.250 

5.030 
0-660 
4.270 
1-770 
0.930 

1- 20C 
Z.94C 
1.300 

2- 200 

2- 55C 
4.500 

10.600 

3.050 
7.750 

10. ZOO 
8.5C0 
8.100 
2.450 
3.620 
21-000 
3.260 

3- 300 
D.5J0 

19.503 

3.320 

10.100 

3-780 

2.160 

0.470 

5.740 

0.890 
4.330 
6.200 
3.940 
9.600 
4. 700 
1.240 
0.530 
10.000 
4.830 
4.160 
1.890 
3.130 
5.570 


151-750 
6.360 
29- 5 W 
4.550 

2- 070 
4.140 

4- 100 
2,800 

3- 000 

4.350 

4. 150 
6.100 
S.U0 
1-620 
4.310 

3- 720 
4.080 

3.400 
3.930 

2.650 
2.060 
1.230 
6-350 

5- 030 
(#■£40 

4- 240 
1.760 
0.B9D 

m 

1.940 
1.340 
2.220 
2.630 
4.4S0 
10.750 
3.050 
7. 750 
1C. 209 
B.72D 
8.020 
2.520 

3.650 
21.150 

3.150 

3.350 
0.630 

19.500 
3-300 
10- CSC 
3.810 
2.220 
0.47C 
5.790 
0.892 

4.400 
6.200 

2- C50 
9.500 
4.700 
1.240 
0.54C 

10.700 

4.020 

4.200 

1-910 

3- 080 
5.570 
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Currency 
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ClDAt 
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New ycflfc 
Clou • 
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Sterling Found^ 

• 1.5619 

7.5*7? 

Deutsche Mark 

■1.6034 . 

1..5S7S 

Swiss Franc ^ 

7 J 4296 

1.4162 

French Franc. - 'a - 

5.4095 

5.3538 

Japanese Yen * on . .. 

107.)S ' 

106.95 

European Curt city Unit 

1.2060** 

' 1.2295 


* USD hr STG 
** Opcnbt, @ M0 


CUT 


% 


s Zt/S/1993 


Currency 

1 MTU 

3 MTIIS 

6 MTIIS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar 

3.06 

3.16 

3.37 

3.56 

Sterling Pound 

5.61 

5.77 

5.88 

6.00 

Deutsche Mark 

7.67 

7.59 

7.28 

6.75 

Swiss Franc 

4.93 

5.00 

4.61 

4.65 

French Franc 

7.61 

7.43 

7.78 

6.61 

Japanese Yen 

3.27 

3.27 

3.37’ 

3 .43 

European Currency Unit 

7.67 

7.5b 

7.25 

7.00 
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amtdlai 1L5. Doflsn l^OMOO or e^MnL 


i 28/5/1993 


Meul 

USD/Ox 

JD/Gm” 

Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gai 

Gold 

379.45 

7 75 

saw 

4.62 

0.104 ‘ 
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c 29/5/1993 


CorrtiKy 

Bid - 

Offer 

U Sm Dollar 

0.6610 

0.6630 

Sterling Pound 

1.0622 

1-0675 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4267 

0.4306 

Swiss Franc | 

0.4603 

0.462 7 

French Franc 1 

0.1271 

0.7277 

Japanese Yen* 

0.6366 

0.6400 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3625 

0.3644 

Swedish Krona 

0.0940 

0.0946 

Kalian Lira* 

D.0465 

0.0467 

Belgian Franc 

0.02067 

0.02097 . 


% 


• 7*r too 

Oth«r C amnd w 
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Currency 

Bid 

Oiler 

Dshnfni Dinar 

■ .1.7640 

1.8100 

Xcbanese Lira* 

0.03655 

0.04025 

Saudi Klyal 

0.1612 

0.7835 

Kuwait) Dinar 

2.2200 

2.2750 

Qatari Itiyal 

0.16455 

0.IS550 

Egyptian Ftamd 

0.1950 

■ 4 

0.2200 

Omani Riyal 

1.7360 

1.7700 

UAE Dirham 

0.16455 

0.18550 

■ 

Greek Drachma 14 ' 

0.3055 

0.0335S 

Cypriot Found 

1.4095 

1.4350 
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lade* 

79/5/7993 Clow 

■ 

26/5/7993 ,Ctoi# 

Alt-Share 

2 06.24 

*05-33 ! 

Bulking Sector"; 

147.09 

743.53 

Insurance Sector 

211.14 

214.17 

Industry Sector 

) 216. S3 

a 

290.5* 

Sendees Sector 

: 270.35 

266.81 


UAE contractors 
seek Romanian steel 

ABU DHABI (R) — Building parliament’s committee of fore- 
finns m the United Arab Emi- ign relations. 

Tates (UAE) say they are looking .. . . 

to Romania for cheaper steel . Mr - rranji said Sidcrca, based 

after a construction boom in the ^ Calarasi province south of 
Gulf pushed up local prices. Bucharest, wanted to raise steel 
The UAE Contractors Asso- production at the state-owned 
dalion met .last week with Roma- P ,ant * coiTently at 10 per cent of 
man trade and government offi- *** ^ million tonnes per year 
rials to diversify sources for the “paoty- 

*?” '** ' rh * contractors association 
^ «id in February members faced 
iS2*HS5? r ’. closure after building prices 

a] ?S» S ge 3?” soared - Tfae sector accounts for 

JviSrSii^Sfn ^s? 1 m-SSI 10 P® cent of lhe UAE ’ S 534.9 

biffi on gross domestic product 

steel bareraom tn tK SS A and *c principal stimu- 

steel bar exports to the Gulf Arab Ius for nOfro0 economic growth. 


Saudis to build major water, power plant 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia has 
signed a contract with Japanese 
and local firms to build a major 
power and desalination plant, 
part of a boom in power and 
water projects in the desert king- 
dom. 


some generating companies say is 
climbing by as much as 10 per 
cent a year. 

Saudi Arabia's population, 
which doubled in the past 20 
years to 17 million, put great 
pressure on the kingdom's scarce 




Mr. Sham said some UAE buil- 
ders were locked m contracts with 
local importers who inflated 


The UAE Federation of Cham- 
bers of Commerce has asked im- 
porters to hold down prices of 


prices of^ baK finmE £? e h rials °* l** 1 «««>«. 

and Turkey, the UAE’S chief ^ hlch IX>se 30 P® 1, cent anoe •** 
sources of steel. year ‘ 

He said traders had pushed 
prices up to 1,600 dirhams ($436) 
from 1.250 dirhams ($340) per 
tonne in response to high de- 
mand. 


Company officials said the $800- water reserves as do its high 
million project aimed to provide standards of living and ambitious 
60 million gallons (227 million 
litres) of fresh water per day and 
around 350 megawatts of power 
to Saudi Arabia's Eastern Region 
by the end of 1997. 

Saudi Arabia’s minister for wa- 
ter resources and agriculture, 

Abdul Rahman Ibn Hassan A1 
Sheikh, and Japanese firms 
Hitachi Zosen and Mitsui En- 
gineering and Shipbuilding Co. 
signed the agreement along with 
the Saudi-owned Mabani con- 
struction firm. 

The plant , at A1 Khobar on the 
Gulf coast, is one of a number of 
projects aimed at meeting a grow- 
ing demand for power which 


agricultural projects. 

“There is an urgent need for 
increased water capacity in the 
Jeddah area at present.*’ one 
industry source said. 

He said bids had been submit- 
ted for a another desalination 
plant near the Red Sea port city 
of Jeddah with a capacity to 
process 100 million gallons "(378 
million lines) of water a day. 


“It's the biggest single contract industry official said last month, 
for a desalination unit in the* Fahd' Abdul Rahman Bolghti- 
world.” he said. naim. governor of the Saline Wa- 

The $400 million power plant ter Conversion Corporation 
in A1 Khobar, fuelled with natu- (SWCC), said present projects 

ral gas, will be built by Mitsui to under construction would raise 
produce 450 megawatts. Saudi Arabia’s desalination 

Of thisj 100 megawatts will be capacity by a further 80 million 
used at the desalination unit, gallons (300 million litres) a day 
which will be built by the other by 1995. 
two firms, and the remaining SWCC said at least 17 new 

power will enhance the regional water projects would be oper- 
network. ational before the end of the 

Saudi Arabia currently pro- decade, aiming to match Saudi 
duces over 400 million gallons Arabia’s total drinking water re- 
(1.890 million litres) of water per quirements. 
day from desalination units. Other requirements, including 

meeting around 70 per cent of the water to irrigate grain and dairy 
kingdom's daily requirement of farms, are currently met from 
drinking water, a senior water dwindling underground reserves. 


* dnm*w si. mm - m 


“That’s why we are considering 
direct imports from Romania, 1 ' 
Mr. Sham added. 

Tbt association, which repre- 
sents 150 contractors, is setting 
up its own import company to 
combat high prices of building 
materials and is considering im- 
porting steel from other Euro- 
pean suppliers such as Belgium. 

“Construction materials are 
good business in this area. It’s 
booming now,” said UAE build- 
ing materials and contracting 
company Extra Co.’s representa- 
tive Mohammad A1 Franji, who 
arranged the meeting with Sider- 
ca and Florin Velicn of Romanian 


Syria sets 3rd exchange 
rate for luxury imports 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syria has doubled the customs duty on 
imported luxuries by introducing a special new exchange rate, 
officials said Saturday. 

■ 

The new rate, 23 Syrian pounds to the U.S. dollar compared with 
the standard rate of 11.20, applies only when calculating the duty on 
imports for which the rate of duty is greater than 75 per cent, they 
said. 

i 

■ 

The standard rate will continue for calculating the customs duty on 
necessities such as food and raw materials for industry. 

The third rate or, 43 Syrian pounds to the dollar, is available to 
tourists and in some private sector transactions. 

4 

The official newspaper AI Thawra said the customs authorities 
began using the new rate on May 25. 

Economy sources say the government plans to introduce a single 
exchange rate by the end of next year. 


Abu Dhabf oil company 





ABU DHABI (R) — Abu Dha- 
bi's main onshore oil company 
has raised its crude storage capac- 
ity by three million barrels so that 
it need not cut production during 
maintenance on lines or when 
bad weather prevent tankers 
from loading oil. 

The Abu Dhabi Company for 
Onshore Oil Operations 
(ADCO) has installed three new 
tanks at Abu Dhabi’s Jebel 
Dhanna terminal raising its total 
onshore storage capacity to 8.34 
million barrels from 5.34 millon 
barrels, an ADCO official told 
Reuters. 

“When we are producing at 
high rates the tanks tend to fill up 
quickly. If we cannot load tankers 
because of high winds we would 
have to slow production unless 
we stored it in tanks,” said the 


official, who declined to be and Motherwell Bridge of Aber- 
named. deep. Scotland, worked on the 

“These three tanks give us project, said to cost about $50 
greater flexibility to keep produc- million. 

ing at high rates." he added. • Oil industry source said 
He said weather disrupted ADCO, the largest onshore oil 
tanker loadings only three to four company in the United Arab 
times a year during lhe winter Emirates, accounts for 900,000 
months at Jebel Dhanna's four Wd of the UAE’s 2.1bt million 
berths. He declined to talk about Wd OPEC quota. 

ADCO’s production. The company is raising its pro- 

The Emirates News Agency duct ion capacity from one million 
Tuesday quoted ADCO General barrels per day (b'd) to 1.2 mil- 
Manager David W’oodward as lion b/d, possibly by the end Ot 
saying the tanks, each holding this year, 
one million barrels of crude, were "TTie additional storage will 
commissioned in February and also be useful in case we are 
are now operational. allowed to produce at 1.2 mil- 

British Petroleum. Consoli- lion." the ADCO official said, 
dated Contractors Co., Technip About 200,000 b d of ADCO’s 
Geoproduction of France, production is fed into the Umm 
National Petroleum Construction Al Nar and Ruwais refineries and 
Co. of the United Arab Emirates the rest is exported, he said. 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
ANO, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR A SONS 

TEL- 604 6 76 604696 Ji 
P.O.BOX 7806 

AMMAN 
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crown urn est. B 

Packing, shipping 
Forwarding, storage ■ 

I worldwide Removals 

Air, Sea and Lan d 

^ 5^ 

FAX: 69 08 52 
POST: 92 64 87 
Am man -Jordan 


JORDAN 
MARKET PUCE 
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INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 




OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


TIME FASHIONS 

MEN’S WEAR 



AMRA HOTEL 
SHOPPING AREA 
TeL: 813219 


srnjmoiLii6 

■ 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service" 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
si am 30% larger 



S£e£ T/UJ tf ant 


AUTHENTIC^ 
CHINESE 
CUISINE 



elegant 

colorful atmospnere 
moderate pnees 

shnrus4iii_lcl -©6G250 
i now open duly ; 


f mnlargo- 

meat 20 x 30 cm 

Shmdsani - Opp. GrindJays 
Batik.' Phone: 604042 
Swefiefa tel: S23S91 


/ CHEN’S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight 


4 RENT & SALE 

•- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 81 0605/81 0309 
Fax: 810520 


AVIS 


We try harder. 



699-420 


Hisham International Tours 

“'THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN ” 


Book now & Join 
our classy summer (rips 
(8) days (7) nights 

* Istanbul $800 H/5 & tours 

* Anialya $ 800 H/B 

* Turkish Riviera S800 H/B 
i Cyprus $770 8/B 

All in 5 Star INT‘L HTLS 


Specialists in 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours 
& Hotel reservations at 
International & 
Luxury Hotels m 
Turkey, Cyprus 


{ hit) 









CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


1 CmJI r 

120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes. 
From aA great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles oi China. 
Prepared by our 
Chinese cbefs 
Open daily for 
lunch & dinner 
Takeuny service* 
Jabai Al Hussein 
Unistiy of Trade 
& Industrial Rd. 
TeL 683004 



MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

l Open fj.tij-ia & tW-ll .W | 

Take away is available 

irisa Sch^/j Rdjj 
near Ptuiideicms rta'ef 



Toff, 661922, Ammonl 

Cnee Tasted 
Always Lcvtd 



& Egypt 

Our first class services & moderate prices 
make sense for leisure & business travellers 
Tel.: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 


*9, 

FORTE 

GRAND 

IMUlt 


gttfUNT 

The first ft best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Takm awayKsmdabit 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


China Tour 

At The Fnric (Irand Amman 

\n O'quiMlt: ns-* nit’ i ni ji %pc*ul pn»4T* 

hm % i cur fort i,n n >n pi .'4 < t j | 
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C.%V 

Toivn 


Restaurant 714 tk 
An Artistic AmBiance 



entmo 


JtESTADRAHT 
JABAL AMMAN HMT CffCU 



Italian Restaurant 


Every Friday & Sunday 

FAMILY LUNCH 

Adalta JJ), 7 MO CMdren 4000 

Abdoun / Near Orthodoxy Club 
Circle - Jordan Supermarket 
BuBcfing . 2nd Floor 

Tel : 824677 





FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

mifitwMf 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7. 30 -Tl. 30 pm 

Alter the Philadelphia Hoti 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel;6595t9 659520 




BECAUSE YOU HAVE TO KNOW. 
WE SURVEY THE MARKETS. 


* Consumer research 

* Media research & Advertising 

* Export & Market development. 






Restaurant 
I Tapas Bar 

International Pistes 
& Spanish Specialities 





Open Lunch & Dinner 

Jebel Azxnaaa • 3rd Circle 
Fbr fiaMnation Tti 05060 4 



..UJuU}LPl 


FLAT»a TEL 
RESTAURANT 
661293 

■ • ■ ■ ? 

rixiW/ CUlSINE . 


Cocktail - Piano Bar 

Opening Soon 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every room..! 
“Satellite T.V. Reception" 


IIAROTGt 




iU2<|l|l 


Amman - Tel 668193 
*P 0 0ox 9403 - Fax 602434 
Teie< 23888 DAROTL jQ 

ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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World News 


JORDAN 


TIMES, SUNDAY, MAVjjKttW 



Serbs attack last Muslim 

stronghold in eastern Bosnia 


SARAJEVO (R) — Serb forces 
are waging a fierce offensive on 
the blockaded Muslim enclave of 
Gorazde, the only Muslim stron- 
ghold in eastern Bosnia which 
they have failed to capture or 
neutralise, Sarajevo Radio re- 
ported Saturday. 

The attack, including intense 
barrages of artillery and rocket 
fire, was launched Friday and was 

• the heaviest this year on the town 
’ 70 kilometres east of Sarajevo, it 
- added. 

The radio said villages around 
. Gorazde were burning and that 
'civilian casualties were heavy. 

A spokesman for the United 
Nations Protection Force in Bos- 
nia said U.N. peacekeepers could 
not confirm the scale of the fight- 
ing because Serbs kept their milit- 
ary observers out of the area. 

The Yugoslav army denied a 
claim by the radio that up to 
2,500 of its troops were taking 
part in the action against Gorazde 
where around 60,000 Muslims 
/have been trapped since Bosnia's 
civil war began 14 months ago. 

The radio alleged the Yugoslav 
army forces were based in Uzice 
across the border in Serbia. 

It said Bosnian Serb forces 
were also continuing attacks on 
the Muslim town of Maglaj and 
Muslim positions near Brcko, 
'both in northern Bosnia. 

Gorazde is one of four Muslim 
enclaves in eastern Bosnia which 
have been designated as safe 
areas by the United Nations in an 
attempt to preserve a Muslim 
presence in the region which was 


ethnically mixed when the war 
began. 

The others are Srebrenica, Zepa 
and Tuzla. Only the latter, which 
lies further north, is relatively 
secure. 

Srebrenica and Zepa. although 
under the protection of token 
U.N. peacekeeping forces, are 
surrounded by Serb besiegers and 
U.N. aid officials said the condi- 
tion of their inhabitants was par- 
lous. 

John McMillan, a spokesman 
in Sarajevo for the United Na- 
tions High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees, said local people and re- 
fugees in Srebrenica were com- 
peting for food and shelter and 
relations between them were de- 
teriorating. 

“The situation there is very 
bad,” he said. ‘There is a lot of 
chaos. They don't have the basic 
necessities human beings need to 
survive m a civilised manner. 
They’re not on the verge of 
starvation but they desperately 
need water." 

Serb forces control the water 
pumping and filtration plant on 
which Srebrenica relies. 

The international charity 
Medecins Sans Frontiers (MSF) 
warned Saturday that Srebrenica 
would run out of water within 
days, exposing its remaining 
25,000 inhabitants to the risk of 
epidemic. 

The efficacy of the safe area 
concept agreed by Western pow- 
ers and Russia after Bosnian 
Serbs rejected a U.N. -backed 


peace plan, has been questioned 
by U.N. Secretary General Bout- 
ros Ghali. 

In a paper to the Security 
Council, he said: “Clearly any 
concept of safe areas must 
assume the cooperation of the 
warring parties. 

“Without a ceasefire in the 
region of the safe areas, the 
concept of the safe areas is vir- 
tually impossible to implement." 

The Bosnian Serb army blamed 
Muslim provocations for the 
fighting around Maglaj and ac- 
cused Muslims of shelling nearby 
Teslic. ‘ 

A Reuter correspondent who 
visited Maglaj Friday said sur- 
rounding Serb artillery was 
wreaking havoc on the mining 
town and its 45,000 population. 

“The shelling is the worst 
part,” a local woman said. "We 
can stand everything else but we 
are always waiting for the next 
shell. They're trying to kill us 
psychologically.” 

Bosnian Muslim and Croat 
commanders have agreed on the 
limits of a U.N. “safe area” 
around Sarajevo, but rebel Serbs 
boycotted the talks as fighting 
flared across the embattled re- 
public. 

“The problem is the usual one: 
The Serbs haven't agreed and 
they’re the ones shelling the 
city,” said a United Nations 
.peacekeeper who attended Fri- 
day’s meeting. 

As be spoke, Muslim and Serb 
forces duelled with mortars and 


Arson kills 5 Turks in Germany 


SOLINGEN. Germany (R) — An 
arson attack killed five Turks and 
.injured three children early 
' Saturday in the western German 
;tity of Solingen in what police 
•jaid could be another major neo- 
Hfazi attack on foreigners. 

- The house was inhabited by 20 
•members of one extended family. 
’The dead included three women 
;-and two girls of nine and four. 
y A six-month old baby and a 
“'three-year old child were fighting 
;$t>r their lives in hospital, while a 
[T5 -year-old youth was under- 
going treatment at a special burns 
Minit. 

“Because of the fact that the 
/bouse was exclusively inhabited 
iHKy foreigners, racist motivation 
Ocannot be excluded, especially as 
ithere are no indications of other 
^motives,” a spokesman for the 
federal Prosecutor’s Office said. 
y- Police said the fire, which 
•iiroke out at 1.42 a.m. (2342 
;-GMT), was started deliberately 
;2at the entrance to the house and 
•Quickly engulfed the entire build- 


The incident closely resembled 
an attack on a house in the 
northern town of Moelln last 
November in which three Turks 
— a middle-aged women and two 
girls — were killed at the height 
of a wave of violence -against 
foreigners that killed 17 people 
last year. 

The Moelln attack brought 
thousands of Germans onto the 
streets in candlelight marches 
against racism, and prompted the 
government to launch a major 
dampdowif on right-wing groups. 

Some 2,000 Turks and Ger- 
mans marched through the centre 
of SoHngsn Saturday to mourn 
the deaths of the five Turks who 
died in the fire. 

Counter-intelligence officials 
have cautioned for some time 
that such attacks could happen 
and trigger further waves of racial 
hatred. 

Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
sent a letter to Turkish Foreign 
Minister Hlkmet Cetin expressing 
his sympathy for the victims and 
their relatives. 


“I am aghast at such an act of 
horror,” Mr. Kinkel said. 

“Your people and your many 
compatriots who live here and 
whom we respect should know 
the federal government will not 
let Germany *5 image abroad as a 
country friendly to foreigners be 
destroyed by a few misguided 
anarchists and racists.” 

Relatives and neighbours of 
the family stood around the 
smouldering remains nf the 
house, grieving for the dead and 
injured. 

“They are lovely, friendly, 
helpful people,” said neighbour 
Claudia Vollmer. 

One neighbour said she had got 
- up in the night to see a woman in 
the burning house with a child in 
her arms silhouetted in a window 
against the fire. 

Another woman living nearby 
said she heard “bone-chilling 
screams and then silence, just the 
noise of the flames.” 

A television station reported 
that one of the dead women bad 
been killed jumping from a 
second-floor window. 


Florence car bomb victims buried 


‘-FLORENCE (R) — A family 
‘killed by a car bomb that severely 
r^amaged Florence's Uffizi Art 
,,-GalleTy was buried Saturday and 
•newspapers called on the govern- 
ment to bring those responsible 
to justice. 

Thousands of weeping people 
.-applauded as the four coffins of 
>the Nencioni family were carried 
-.out of San Carlo Church, where 
. relatives held a private funeral. 
i instead of a state service. 

Fabrizio and Angela Nencioni 
and their daughters Nadia, 8, and 
•Caterina, less than two months 
.old. were killed early Thursday 
when the car bomb — which the 
'government believes was planted 
.by the mafia — went off- on the 
; narrow alley below their house. 

• Children sobbed as white cof- 
*fins with the bodies of the two 
; girls were placed on the floor of 

• the 14th century church, where 
I Caterina was baptised only a 
| week ago. 

-Nadia’s school friends held 
qopies of a haunting poem she 
wrote several days before she 
-died. Called Sunset, it read: 

| “The afternoon is fading 

; Sunset is coming 

■It is a stupendous moment 

\ "The sun is going away 

1 It is already night and every- 

• thing is finished. 

The funeral of the fifth known 

Victim, an architecture student, 
was being held in his hometown 
;in‘ the north. 

1 Italian television said fire bri- 
■gades believed a sixth victim 
still be buried under the 

’rubble. 

! Authorities have blamed the 
'car bomb attack on the mafia. 
But some Italians believe its pur- 
pose was to derail a political 
{evolution against corruption in 
high places. 

' „The blast — which sent shock 
waves through art lovers the 
world over — destroyed three 
paintings in the 400-year-old Uffi- 
£7lt also damaged some 30 other 
paintings and three sculptures. 
^The government has approved 
20 million in emergency funds to 
restore the museum, Italy’s most 
femous after the Vatican. 

Thousands of volunteers have 
irffered to help sift through the 
’rubble of a nearby agricultural 
museum to find bits of damaged 
.-books. 

• One of the buildings severely 





Two workers remove a badly damaged paintmg from the Uffizi Art 
Gallery in Florence after the car bomb blast which killed six people 
and damaged priceless art work inside the gallery (AFP photo) 


damaged was the Quisisana Pen- 
sion, setting for the book and film 
A Room With A View. 

Newspapers called on the gov- 
ernment to make .a\ concerted 
effort to find the Sobmers and 
bring them to justice. 

In an editorial entitled And 
Now, Toughness, the Corriere 
Della Sera said Italians were 
“justifiably exasperated by the 
impunity which so many criminals 
...enjoyed for long years.” 
“They (the bombers) are not 
supermen,” the Milan paper said, 
adding that Italy should tackle 
the problem with the same re- 
solve that defeated left-wing ter- 
rorism in the mid-1980s. 

Some people suggested that the 
attack was more than just art 
attempt by the mafia to show its 


strength. 

Francesco Saverio Borrelli, 
Milan’s chief prosecutor leading 
the “dean hands” corruption in- 
quiry which has decimated the 
business and political establish- 
ment, said on state television: 

“This bomb was a warning to 
us judges not to go too far or too 
fast." 

Earlier this month a similar car 
bomb shook Rome, injuring 
more than 20 people. It was seen 
as an attempt to kill a chat-show 
host who had campaigned against 
the mafia. 

Police said there were a num- 
ber of similarities between the 
two blasts. A composite sketch of 
one of the men seen near the 
Florence blast resembled one 
being sought for the Rome bomb- 


ard! I ery in Sarajevo, killing one 
person and wounding 13 in an 
upsurge of fighting in the be- 
sieged Bosnian capital. 

After a tank barrage on the 
city's old town district in the 
afternoon, Seri) artillery turned 
their fire on the centre of aty in 

tiie evening. 

A Bosnian Serb army comman- 
der, General Stanislav Galic, 
issued a protest to the U.N. 
Protection Force (UNPRO- 

- FOR), accusing the Muslims and 
Croats of provoking the Serbs 
into responding and then blaming 
them for shelling Sarajevo. 

“Due to a total media blockade 
of Serb positions around Sarajevo 
' by major foreign television and 
"radio companies, the two otbeT 

- sides can impose any scenario 
they tike and show the Serbs in a 
bad light,” he said. 

General Pbillipe Mori lion, 
UNPROFOR commander in 
Bosnia, hosted Friday's meeting 
in Sarajevo, which had been sche- 
duled to involve all three parties. 

Gen. Morillon said Serb com- 
mander General Ratko Mladic 
had refused to attend because of 
dissatisfaction over previous 
“safe area” agreements on Sreb- 
renica and Zepa, Muslim-held 
towns in central Bosnia under 
Serb siege. 

~ Bnt Gen. Morillon indicated he 
had received new assurances 
from Muslim commander for 
Bosnia Sefer Halilovic arid Bos- 
nian President Alija Izetbegovic 
which he thought would satisfy 
Gen. Mladic. 

Walesa 
dissolves 
parliament 
to call 
early polls 

WARSAW (AP) — President 
Lech Walesa dissolved Poland’s 
first democratically elected par- 
liament Saturday after it brought 
down the government m a no- 
confidence vote. 

He refused to accept .the .res- 
ignation of Prime Minister Hanna 
Suchocka, deciding instead to dis- 
band the parliament, where 20- 
odd bickering parties have made 
it impossible to form a stable 
government. 

The developments highlight 
the difficulty of building a demo- 
cracy in a country ruled by Com- 
munists since World War II. Ms. 
Suchocka is the fifth prime minis- 
ter since the Communists were 
toppled in 1989. 

The chaos will delay progress 
on Poland's economic trans- 
formation to a market economy 
and damage its standing with t 
international sources of aid and 
investment. One newspaper 
headline read, “Without a govern- 
ment? Without a parliament? 
Without sense." 

People seemed fed up with the 
political machinations. 

“It shows our political leaders 
aren't responsible,” said 21-year- 
old Pawel Majkusial, a student. 
“Everything was finally on track, 
and now 1 am afraid of what is 
going to happen.” 

Mr. Walesa must schedule 
elections within four months, two 
years early. Ms. Suchocka will 
serve in the interim but without a 
parliament to pass laws. She may 
be able to get the right to rule on 
some economic issues by decree. 
However, parliament must agree 
before leaving. If tire lawmakers 
reject the special powers, the 
government will be virtually para- 
lysed for months. 

The dissolution of parliament is 
effective with the official publica- 
tion of Mr. Walesa’s decision 
likely in several days. The law- 
makers remained in session 
Saturday to debate mining. 

The country will likely see a 
bitter election campaign. Howev- 
er, Mr. Walesa is expected to sign 
an election law passed by parlia- 
ment Friday that would limit the 

parties reaching the chamber to 
those receiving at least 5 per cent 
of the popular vote. 

Ms. Suchocka's government 
fell on the motion of the Solidar- 
ity trade union movement, which 
fought for a market economy but 
now thinks workers are suffering 
too much. However, nationalist 
parties on the\right and the for- 
mer Communists to the left 
joined in the no-confidence vote, 
each pursuing its own political 
ambitions. 

Ms. Suchocka, backed by the 
International Monetary Fund, 
has argued there is no less painful 
course through the economic 
transformation. She has refused 
to give in to demands for pay 
raises and welfare benefits, 
saying she mil not follow the 
Gommunist route of printing 
money without backing to ease 
soda! tension and stay in power. 

Mr. Walesa has supported Ms. 
Suchocka, but without taking an 
active role to quell strikes and 
protests during recent months. 
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South Korean riot police Saturday dash with students during protests in Seoul (AFP photo) 

40,000 students battle police in Seoul 


SEOUL (AP) — About 40,000 
students shouting “Yankee go 
home” fought fierce hand-to- 
hand battles with riot police in 
central Seoul Saturday. Dozens 
of riot police and students were 
injured. 

It was the biggest street protest 
in the capital since President Kim 
Young-Sam took office in Febru- 
ary. In one clash alone, about 30 
students and police were injured, 
several, seriously, but an exact 
overall figure was not immediate- 
ly available. 

At one point, students overpo- 
wered about 100 riot police and 
kicked them and beat them with 
steel pipes. The police were 
forced to kneel on the pavement 
and were insulted. They were 
released after being disarmed. 

Police fired tear gas whenever 
students tried to march towards 
the U.S. embassy, several blocks 
away. Several groups of students 
broke away from the march and 
clashed violently with police in 
alleyways and side streets. 

At the embassy, about 2,000 
riot police, backed up by at least 
eight armoured multiple tear gas 
launchers, were deployed around 
the perimetre of the compound 
and along the boulevard in front 
of it. 

“Drive out Yankees” students 
shouted, waving flags and ban- 
ners. One student carried a large 


placard of the Stars and Stripes 
which he beat with bis hands. 

Student leaders said they had 
planned to deliver a statement to 
the embassy demanding an apolo- 
gy from Washington for allegedly 
condoning a government crack- 
down m the southern city of 
Kwangju in 1980. 

Students stacked helmets, 
batons and other police gear they 
seized and set them on foe in the 
middle of a major 10-lane boule- 
vard as acrid black smoke bil- 
lowed towards the city centre. 

At nightfall, police fired tear 
gas to drive back 3,000 students 
in western Seoul from the- homes 
of two former presidents. Stu- 
dents are demanding punishment 
of the former leaders for the 
bloodshed in Kwangju. 

“Punish Chun Doo-Hwan and 
Roh Tae-Woo,” students chanted 
as they marched. Some shouted, 
“execute Roh. Execute Chun." 

Six giant garbage trucks were 
parked as barricades across a 
major street leading to the re- 
sidential area where the two ex- 
presidents have homes. 

■ 

Students charge that Mr. Chun 
and Mr. Roh, as army generals, 
ordered troops to shoot civilians 
in Kwangju after seizing power in 
an army coup. They have deman- 
ded an investigation and are 
angry at President Kim Young- 


Sam 's appeal to forgive those 
responsible. 

By official count, about 200 
people were killed and more than 
2,000 others injured or wounded 
in the Kwangju uprising, the 
bloodiest in modern Korean his- 
tory. 

About 30,000 riot police were 
deployed in Seoul for the protests 
and at nightfall many of them 
remained in and around the a’ty 
centre. 

Student leaders said their plan 
was to deliver a statement to the 
U.S. embassy demanding 
Washington’s apology for 
allegedly condoning the Kwangju 
bloodshed. 

Public demands for tk*. inves- 
tigation of wrongdoing by the two 
former presidents grew after Kim 
Young-Sam took office in Febru- 
ary as South Korea’s first civilian 
president in three decades. 

Mr. Kim, a former dissident 
and victim of past military- 
dominated government, has 
pushed a reform drive to end the 
authoritarian legacy of his prede- 
cessors. 

In Kim’s 3-month-old cam- 
paign, about 1,000 government 
officials, educators and business 
leaders have been arrested or 
purged. They included a dozen 
legislators and government offi- 
cials who were supporters of Mr. 
Chun and Mr. Roh. 


Clinton picks new communications chief 


- WASHINGTON (AP) In' an 
effort to stem the appearance of 
disarray at the White House, 
President Bill Clinton Saturday 
named Republican David Geigen 
to bis staff as counselor to the 
president. 

“He is a moderate pro-change 
patriotic American,” Mr. Clinton 
said. “The message here is that 
we are rising above politics.” 

Mr. Clinton said George 
Stephanopoulos, who served as 
the main spokesman for Mr. Gin- 
ton during the campaign and in 
the first months of his presidency, 
would move to a senior adviser* 
role. 

Mr. Geigen, a political com- 
mentator and editor-ai-largc of 
U.S. News And World Repon, a 
weekly newsmagazine, had work- 
ed for three Republican presi- 
dents. 

Chief of Staff Mack McLarty 
said Mr. Gergen oversee the 
communications operation. Mr 
Stephanopoulos had been the 
communications director. 

Senior White House aides por- 
trayed the move as a way to take 


advantage _of .Mr. ' Stephano- 
poulos’ rapport with the presi- 
dent and his knowledge of Capi- 
tol m He shifts to a behind-the- 
scenes role as senior adviser for 
policy and strategy. 

Mr. Geigen adds a seasoned 
Washington band to the White 
House Staff. That was something 
even Mr. Clinton’s strongest sup- 
portes say has been lacking dur- 
ing a recent spate of missteps, 
from the botched firings of White 
House Travel Office workers to 
Mr. Clinton's Hollywood haircut 
aboard Air Force One. 

The move comes as Mr. Gin- 
ton's approval ratings continue to 
spiral downward. New polls for 
Newsweek and Time magazines 
said 36 per cent of those surveyed 
approve of Clinton's job perform- 
ance. 

In a brief announcement with 
Mr. Gergen at his side, Mr. Clin- 
ton said his objective was to find 
tiie right combination of people 
to “improve the lives of the 
American people.” 

Mr. Gergen, 51, noted bis ser- 
vice for Mr. Clinton’s Republi- 


can predecessors and said: “You 
are indeed honouring your pledge 
to seek a national bipartisan gov- 
ernment." 

“I bold the old fashioned belief 
tbat when a president asks for 
help there is only one good 
answer — how soon should I 
start? Patriotism must come be- 
fore partisanship,” Mr. Gergen 
said “whatever our philosophical 
differences, it is obvious tbat we 
must seek common ground.” 

Mr. Gergen served President 
Richard Nixon from 1971 to 1974 
as a staff assistant and as bead of 
his speedi-writing and research 
team. After Mr. Nixon’s resigna- 
tion, he Remained on President 
Gerald Ford's staff as director of 
communications. 

When President Ronald 
Reagan took office in 1981, Mr. 
Gergen became staff director, 
then assistant to the president for 
communications, remaining until 
1983. 

Mr. Geigen was a resident 
fellow at the Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard until 
joining U.S. News as managing 
editor in 1985. 


Bhutto levels fierce attack on government 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — While 
opposition leader Benazir Bhutto 
threatened the government with 
street protests. Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif went on national 
television to urge an end to petty 
politics. 

Thousands of chanting suppor- 
ters showered Ms. Bhutto with 
rose petals as she led a procession 
Friday through the narrow, wind- 
ing streets of nearby Rawalpindi. 

Demonstrators shouting, “long 


live Benazir,” danced wildly 
alongside Ms. Bhutto's ornately 
decorated truck. 

Ms. Bhutto’s hopes of a politic- 
al comeback ended Wednesday 
when the Supreme Court ruled 
10-1 to return Mr. Sharif's pro- 
business government to power. It 
had been dismissed on April 18. 

The former prime minister, 
who heads the left-leaning Pakis- 
tan People's Party, lashed out at 
the judiciary and threatened 


street protests. 

“The court has issued its ver- 
dict but I have come to the court 
of the people,” she told sup- 
porters. . 

In his speech to the nation, Mr. 
Sharif urged cooperation and said 
Pakistan has to restore the credi- 
bility it lost with the dissolution of 
his government. 

His dismissal made an already 
jittery international investment 
community even more nervous. 


200 Black Sea Fleet ships raise 
Russian flag; Ukraine protests 


MOSCOW (AP) — Three- 
quarters of former Soviet Navy 
ships in the Black Sea have raised 
the Russian flag in a flareup of 
the ownership dispute between 
Russia and Ukraine, news reports 
said Saturday. 

Ukraine formally protested to 
Russia Friday and said the inci- 
dents endangered talks on divid- 
ing the nuclear-armed Black Sea 
Fleet, the ITAR-TASS News 
Agency said. 

-The nations have jostled over 
the fleet since the Soviet collapse. 
'Presidents Boris Yeltsin and 
Leonid Kravchuk agreed fast year 
to take over joint command from 
the Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States, cooling the dispute 
while the sides tried to workout a 
solution. 

But talks broke down this 
month, leading to a new battle of 
allegiances among servicemen 
and recriminations by leaders. 


On Friday, 11 rescue ships and 
11 oceanic-mapping vessels raised , 
the St. Andrew’s flag, bringing to 
203 the number flying the official 
Russian naval banner since May 
18, ITAR-TASS said, quoting a 
fleet commander. 

Those ships constitute about 80 
per cent of the fleet, which was 
designed to counter the U.S. 6th 
Fleet in the Mediterranean. The 
Black Sea Fleet has about 300 
ships manned by .70.00Q sailors, 
and comprises about 9 per cent of 
all former Soviet naval forces. 

Each nation accused the other 
of subverting the joint-command 
agreement in order to get control 
over the ships. 

Ukrainian Defence Minister 
Konstantin Morozov *ccnsed 
Russian officers of goading 
sailors into raising the St. 
Andrew’s flag in violation of the 

agreement, 

ITAR-TASS said Saturday. 


Saturday that Ukraine’s “crude 
and sometimes blatant pressure 
on sailors has backfired. ’ 

Russian flags were raised last 
week even by predominantly 
Ukrainian crews, according to 

hSr-TASS reported°^ adan ° V ’ 
Ukrainian commanders 
claimed that Russian officers and 
politicians were trying to link the 
issue to a simmering dispute over 

C " mean peninsula, 
whidi nationalists want returned 
to Russia. 

Md Russia agreed in 
1»1 to let Ukraine k£p thU 
.Crimea, which former Soviet 

V2!£ d Brezhev transfer- 

III d jurisdiction in 

the 1950s. But some Russian law- 
makers and activists insist Mos- 

thc hcautifoi and 
strategic peninsula. ■ 


No safety belt? 

Pay up or go 
for a spin 

PARIS (R) - 

driving without their ^ 
on in the eastern French tam i Of 
Nancv are given a choice. Pay a 

150-ffaiK (f30) fine °r « for » 

spin. Police place those who re- * 
fuse to pay in a car turning over 

and over to show them w h* 4 
would be like to be m an accident 

— with the belt on. Some offen- 
ders are scared and pay up. Most 
prefer the simulated accident, but 
admit after the dizzying experi- 
ence that wearing the belt is 
safer. Police said the choice will 
only last this week. Next week it 
will be a fine for all. 

German drivers 
halted by 60,000 
litres of beer 

KAMEN. Germany (R) ~ 

A round 60.000 litres of foaming 
beer flooded a German motor* 
way. blocking traffic between Ka- 
men and Hanover for an hour, 
police said. A lorry carrying the 
beer struck a barrier after suffer- 
ing a tyre blow out and the boozy 
cargo spilt across the road. Be- 

I fore the five brigade could siphon 
away the beer, rain washed away 
the hazardous alcohol, letting the 
speedy German drivers ^ resume 
their journey. Germany’s auto- 
bahnen are the fast motorways in 
the Western world without gener- 
al speed limits. 

Sweden clamps 
down on smoking 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Sweden’s 
parliament has voted to outlaw # 
tobacco advertising and ban 
smoking in schools and hospitals. 

The single-chamber Riksdag 
approved the bans by 1S8 votes to 
84, but stopped short of imposing 
an age restriction on buying 
cigarettes. The vote followed 
warnings by doctors and teachexa 
that young people were taking up 
smoking, despite medical evi- 
dence that it caused lung cancer, 
heart and other health problems. 
Sweden's tobacco industry criti- 
cised the decision, saying it would 
favour foreign brands advertised 
in foreign publications imported 
to Swe&n, as had happened in 
Finland and Norway which have 
similar bans on advertising. “It 
will help international tobacco 
companies market their products 
*at’6Ur cost,” Bo Aulin, a director 
at the Swedish Tobacco Company 
told the Swedish News Agency 
(TT). 1 ' The Dutch government 
also introduced measures to curb 
smoking announcing it would ban 
high-tar cigarettes from next year 
and some lower tar brands from 
1998. The Netherlands, which is *>. 
proud of its culture of individual T 
liberty and is one of the only 
countries in the world to tolerate 
the sale of marijuana, is introduc- 
ing the ban to comply with a 
European Community directive. 

The rolling robacco used by many 
Dutch people will be unaffected 
because it is too difficult to calcu- 
late the amount of tar in self- 
rolled cigarettes, a Health Minis- 
try spokesman said. 

Swedish 
15-year-olds 
get free condoms 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Fifteen- 
year-olds on the Swedish summer 
resort island of Oland will be « 
given free condoms when they * 
graduate. All ninth graders will 
receive coupons which they can 
exchange for a free packet of 
condoms and a bottle of suns- 
creen oil, the daily Barometem 
reported Friday. “This is not an 
invitation for teenagers to have 
sex. It is a request for them to 
use condoms if they have sex,” 
said Kjell Johansson, head of ’a 
group which organises courses 
and summer events at Oland off 
southern Sweden. 

U.S. library 

acquires entire 

Mingus archive 

NEW YORK (R) - Fourtccn 

ywre after his death. Charles * 
Mingus unique jazz compositions r 
are coming out of the Greenwich 
| Village night dubs where they 
have been played for decades and 

fiwT 8 U.S. 

i? ,n | us . next w cek will 

If 22 mus »ciau to 
nave fa* MI body of composi- 

I^. ers ' essa > ,s and tapes 
squired by the Library Of Con- 

the national library, “Tins 

I™ test ' most important 
body of work related to aj^r 

SP** w *ve acquit 

i£ ewS ? m ’ chief 

* of him as a major . 

American composer. Were he 

nWon7n? gteMer 

th-t mixed 

cl “»wal, chants, 
and cnes m a me! tine on* of 

in, P. r «iwS«m 

i wasn t raised in a night dirts.” 

^ “W. bm i 

™, re •*“<> a generation 
artists who were 
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French Open 


Courier moves ahead; 
Ivanisevic eliminated 

D 

d ^ astati "S. 'unbeatable. Those wert 
£ r ( £ cnb !i ri ? 1 Cofuia Friday as be survived his 
“I don’t see l ° Tj?*? roand of 16 at fee French Open. 
Taraneo who he^J^L 1 2?“8 °° ^y* 10 ** honest,” said Jeff 
Couriw 'ban£t?' w< 2 % wedc to take » set off 

O.rtSer^wt straight French Open title received a 

cSrffi? ““ *5ZSF^22StiT upsetb5 '^ 

JS: draw^ die seed * n Courier’s half 

Sffi a^r "* othm werc No - 4 "■* 

StefM M2? g n: No - 1 Pete *“»»* No - 2 Co^“ ““No- 3 

^nd-round match, Sampras completed a 7-5, 

Africa ’ s Ondruska. Afterwards, 

- u C had rec ? ived 811 apology bom Andre Agassi for 

“Muong a wisecrack comparing him to a monkey. 

No i^nSj 3 !!^ 8 *S foarth roimd were No. 9 Michael Stich, 

Sf2 JIcek ’ No - 13 Kare! Novacek, No. 15 Thomas 
Muster, Goran Prpic and Ctislav Dosedel 

ul*™* T*???'* competition. No. 1 Steffi Graf, No. 4 Conchita 
Martinez and No. 6 Jennifer Capriati were among fee eight players 
. making it to fee round of 16. 

£° r 9 raf , WI ' u b« die tour's latest teen sensation, 
year-old Croapan Iva Majoii. Capriati, who struggled to beat 
Flonenaa Labat 6-0, 3-6, 6-4, will meet No. 12 Mary Pierce in a 

rc ffiL 0f j!!l! y® 51 ’ 8 fourth-round matchup. 

, became a centre of unwanted attention Friday when her 

father Jim was ejected from the stands and stripped of his credentials 
ror screaimng at his daughter during her three^set victory over 
Kimberly Po. It was the latest in a series of controversies involving 

Jl i n . . e S ce - , own f° r his violent temper and high-pressure coaching 
-of his daughter. 

Even though he is a two-time defending champion. Courier was 
forced to play his second match in a row on tiny outside court 2. The 
court has seating for only several hundred people, but there were just 
as many fans standing rows deep to watch from walkways circling the 
bleachers. 

“It doesn't really matter,” Courier said. “I will get out there (on 
central court) if I keep playing well. I will get out there eventually.* 

15-year-old Majoii looks and plays Ufa Seles 

Teenage tennis starlet, bom in what used to be Yugoslavia, 
coached by her father and brother, now based in Florida — Iva 
Majoii bears an uncommon resemblance to Monica Seles. 

The powerful double-fisted backhand, bleached hair, slightly 
pinched features and distinct grunt must have Seles wondering 
whether to sue for breach of copyright. 

And, like Seles, 15-year-old Croat Majoii is a product of fee Nick 
Bollettieri Academy in Florida. 

But while Seles languishes at home after the stabbing honor of 
Hamburg last month, Majoii is basking in the limelight of reaching 
the last 16 at the French Open. 

Majoii admits, however, feat she cannot ignore fee comparisons 
wife Serbian-bom Seles. 

“Many people said when I came to Florida. ..that I looked like her, 
played tike her,” she said. 

.“I didn't mind because she's-No. 1 and a great player. But I think 
it’s better if you fire your pptq player, jiot someone else, even if the 



other person is the best. We don’t see each other much but we do say 
‘hi’ when we do." 

Majoii, dubbed “tittle Eva” despite being a strapping 1.74 metres 
tall, says her inspiration has been Martina Navratilova. 

“She’s unbelievable. I think she's fee greatest,” said Majoii, 
pronounced Myoley. 

The Croat downed German 15th seed Sabine Hack Friday to go 
through to a round clash wife top seed Steffi Graf. 

“Steffi’s a great athlete but Martina is the one I really like,” she 
said. 

Majoii has been in fine form in her last two matches, starting wife a 
6-0, 6-1 victory over American Louise Allen. 

Her 6-0, 7-6 win against Hack preserved her record of not having 
dropped a set. 

The second service ace she produced when facing a set point 
against her was even more revealing about her confidence. 

Even Seles would be impressed at the gusto with which Majoii 
strikes every ball but watching her is scarcely a peaceful experience. 

The explosion of air and emotion on each shot can make a passing 
plane sound irrelevant. 

Her father Stanko, a former taxi driver in Zagreb, moved his 
family from Croatia to Florida three years ago. 

Since then his daughter has found herself rubbing shoulders with 
fellow Bollettieri products sucAndre Agassi. 

“When I have time I do go to school,” Majoii said. “But l still have 
time for my friends. I think I lead a normal life.” 

Those who wonder if winning $75,000 .in prize money before your 
16th birthday encourages a normal personality should be comforted 
by her modesty: 

“It feels great to be in the fourth round and I’m looking forward to 
playing well against Steffi. We’ll see .what happens,” Majoii said. 


Milan seek 1 3th title 


/ * 


MILAN (AP) — It needs only a 
draw against lowly Bresda Sim- 
. day to win its 13th Italian League 
w tide, a consolation to AC Milan 
following its European Cham- 
pions Cup defeat and the 
announced departure of its aging 
dutch stars. 

Ruud Gullit and Frank Ri- 
jkaard, who with Marco Van 
Basten formed the core of the 
Milan powerhouse, announced 
they plan to leave when their 
contracts expire next month, thus 
dissolving one of the most suc- 
cessful combinations on fee Ita- 
lian and international scene. 

Rijkaard, a midfielder who 
joined Milan in 1988, said he 
wanted to leave the highly stres- 
sed, highly exposed Italian 
League to play in France or Spam 
next season. 

Gullit, unhappy with AC 
Milan's one-year contract exten- 
sion offer, said he wants to follow 
Rijkaard's lead. 

Without Gullit and Rijkaard, 
both 31, Milan's coach Fabio 
Capello has strongly suggested a 
re-shuffling of the team was likely 
following Wednesday’s 1-0 loss to 
Olympique Marseille in fee Euro- 
pean champions cup final in 
Munich. 

“Milan is an aging team, and 
some changes are needed for fee 
next season," Capello said. 

Gnllit, who’s nursing a pulled 
muscle, and Rijkaard, who has 
been unimpressive recently, both 
were questionable to start Sunday 
against Bresda in the next-to-last 
round of fee Italian season. 

Milan, which went 58 league 
games without a loss over two 
seasons and built a seemingly 
invincible 11 -point lead in the 
Italian firat division, has won only 
one out of its last 10 league 
^matches and seen its lead cut to 
four points by Inter — which is in 
the midst of its own 19-match 
unbeaten streak. 

A draw with Bresda will give 
the red and Mack their second 
consecutive league title, a feat 
achieved only four times in the 
last three decades — three times 
by Juventus. It would be only fee 
second time AC Milan has won 


consecutive League crowns. The 
last time was in 1906 and 1907. 

A sellout crowd of 80,000 is 
expected for Sunday's match at 
San Srro Stadium, despite the 
dampened mood. After visions of 
a “grand slam” — titles in the 
European Champions Cup, Ita- 
lian Cup and Italian League — ' 
Milan has only fee league crown 
left to try for. 

“It was a' very bitter dis- 
“ appointment," said Milan captain 
and veteran • sweeper Franco 
Baresi. “I cried after defeat wife 
Olympique. But now we are 
looking forward to the league 
title and the next champions 
Cup." 

Van Basten and fellow striker 
Jean Pierre Papin, both of whom 
have just returned to the lineup 
after serious injuries, are ex- 
pected to start in front for Milan. 
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WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 — Both vulnerable, as South 

you hold: 

♦Void TQ842 CAJ1074 *K643 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
1 ♦ 1 NT ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦Q63 vA 0Q973 +AQ965 
The bidding lm« proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 ♦ Pass 1 ♦ Pass 

9 

What do you bid now? 

Q.3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦J8 <?A1097 vA ♦AKJ543 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one diamond. 
What action do you take? 


Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦J6 :iO >>AKQ7653 +A87 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
1 ♦ Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦Void 7AK9853 0K6 4AQJ87 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 9 Pass 1 ♦ Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

♦K864 9QJ673 0843 *7 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * 19 ? 

What action do you take? 




Hommi Ben Eid in a Mitsubishi Galant, sad Saleh Al Baba in a Mitsubishi 

■ 

Mitsubishi tops groups A+N & S 
in Jordan International Rally 


AMMAN — Qatari star Hamad 
-Ben Eid and co-driver Abdullah 
AI Mini captured the Jordan 
Rally trophy in their Mitsubishi 
Galant VR-4 after a heated com- 
petition with 10 teams which 
completed fee rally out of fee 
original 27 which participated in 

groups (A+N). . 

His Royal Highness Pnnce 

Faisal, chairman of the Auto 
Sports Committee was at the 


Forte Grand Hotel to welcome 
the winners as they arrived at the 
finish ramp, and to congratulate 
them after he followed up all the 
stages of fee rally. 

In addition to the convincing 
resalts of groups A+N, Group 5 
results were also pleasing. Prom- 
ising Jordanian competitor Saleh 
Al Baba topped fee group after 
tough competition with experi- 
enced drivers and captured the 


title with co-driver Nabil Al Kui^ 
di. 

Provisional results: 

☆ First: Hamad Ben Eid Al Tha- 
ni (Qatar) and co-driver Abdul- 
lah Al Mini — Mitsubishi Galant 
VR-4 

Results of Group S: 

♦ First: Saleh Al Baba (Jor- 
dan) and co-driver Nabil Al Kur- 
di — Mitsubishi Celeste. 


World Cup qualifying matches 

Jordan meets Pakistan; 
Iraq, China clash today 


By Akeo Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

JORDAN MEETS PAKIS- 
TAN and Iraq dash wife China 
Sunday on the final day of the 
first leg in the Asian Group A 
qualification matches for the 
1994 World Cup. 

The Iraqi team now tops the 
standings, and will be aiming 
to consolidate ■ their grip to 
secure eventual qualification to 
the second round by staging a. 
convincing win over favourites 
China. 

Iraq have 5 points in the 
overall standings after impress- 
ive 8-0 and 6-1 wins oveT Pakis- 
tan and Yemen, and a 1-1 draw 
with Jordan. 

China on fee other hand, 
have four points, and lost the 
chance to top the standings 
when they surprisingly lost 1-0 
to Yemen in their match Fri- 
day evening. China beat Pakis- 
tan and Jordan 5-0 and 3-0 and 
were expected to score a big 
win over newcomers, Yemen. 

In the other match of the 
day, fee Jordanian team, who 
has 2 points in fee standings 
after drawing 1-1 wife Yemen 
and Iraq, will be aiming to 
score an impressive convincing 
win over Pakistan. They will 
however have a hard task as 
the team will be missing top 
striker Jhyes Tadros, who has 
two yellow card bookings, and 
Ahmad Abdul Qader who got 
a two-match suspension from 
the International Soccer Fed- 



Jordan’s national team 

eration (FIFA) after attacking 
a Chinese player during Jor- 
dan’s 3-0 loss to China. He will 
thus miss Sunday's match in 
addition to fee match against 
Yemen in fee second leg in 
Chengdu, China, June 12. 

Jordan's team is also hin- 
dered by mounting injuries to 
key defenders Mohannad 
Mahadeen and Yousef Al 
Ammouri. 


STANDINGS 


Suns get wakeup call , 
beat Seattle on road 



P 

W 

D 

L 

GF 

GA 


Iraq 

3 

2 

1 

0 

15 

2 


Yemen 

4 

2 

1 

1 

8 

8 

5 

China 

3 

2 

0 

1 

8 

1 

4 

Jordan 

3 

0 

2 

1 

2 

5 

2 

Pakistan 

3 

0 

0 

3 

1 

18 

0 




SEATTLE (R) — The Phoenix 
Suns got a wakeup call and took 
back fee bomecourt advantage 
with a 104-97 victory over fee 
Seattle Supersonics Friday. 

Kevin Johnson scored 20 points 
and Dan Majerle hit a key three- 
pointer with 38 seconds remain- 
ing as fee Suns, who lost at home 
Wednesday, took a 2-1 lead in 
their best-df-seven Western con- 
ference championship series. 

The Suns won it in the fourth 
quarter. 

The Sonics had closed within 
100-96 with 1:28 left before Ma- 
jerle’s three-pointer, which came 
with one second left on the shot 
dock. 

The game was tied 80-80 after 
three quarters but Phoenix reeled 
off 12 straight points to open the 
fourth quarter to take a 92-80 
advantage. 

Seattle responded with an 11-4 
ran to pull within 94-91 with 5:19 
to go and dosed to 97-95 with 
2:48 left. Johnson then made one 
of two free throws but Barkley 
followed Johnson’s miss with a 
lay-up to make it 100-95. 

Derrick McKey made one of 
two free throws as Seattle moved 
within four before Majerle’s 
three-pointer. 

Johnson said fee loss at home 
had rung the alarm bell for 
Phoenix. 

“To be honest 1 think that 


game two gave us a wakeup call, 
and I knew we’d play a great ball 
game,” the gutty point guard 
said. 

“We almost won game two 
playing as poorly as we did. It was 
a lacklustre performance and 
still we almost won it, 

“But then we realised that loss 
..was.the best, thing .for us at .this 
particular juncture. Because 
from here on out in the Western 
Conference finals you're going to 
see a very aggressive and deter- 
mined Phoenix Suns team.” 

Johnson, who had nine assists 
and just two turnovers, himself 
showed the most aggression and 
determination, despite a series of 
nicks and bruises. 

"It was one of those games," 
he said. “I got a bruised thigh, I 
got hit in the eye a couple of 
times, cut on my wrist. It was a 
tough ball game but we gutted it 
out and took things under con- 
trol.” 

He added: “In game three I 
had my mind made up I was going 
to be super aggressive on the 
offensive end." 

Phoenix won despite an off 
scoring day for Charles Barkley, 
who finished with 16 points and 
15 rebounds but managed just 
two points in the second half. 

The Suns had seven players in 
double figures, showing the depth 
that gave them the NBA's best 



Phoenix Suns* Richard Dumas Nozi sinks in slam dunk 


^ Dajani Jewellers 

We open today, Sunday morning & even 

ing as usual. 

Closed Monday & Tuesday only 
HAPPY FEAST 


regular-season record. 

‘Team balance and depth has 
been our strength all year long,” 
said Johnson. “But in the playoffs 
we’ve been playing a lot of guys 
but we haven't seen the perform- 
ances for some of the guys off the 
bench. 1 think they took this as an 
extreme challenge.” 


Ricky Pierce, who had 
points in Seattle’s 103-99 
Wednesday, had 28 points . 
Shawn Kemp chipped in 19. 
lead the Sonics, who were 6-] 
home in the playoffs this sea: 
and had won five in a row. 

Game four is on Sunday afi 
noon at Seattle. 


H1SHAM HOTEL 

We are pleased to announce the opening of our summer 
terrace as from Sunday, May 30. 

Daily menu for lunch. 

Daily evening barbeque. 

A la carte lunch & dinner 

Tel: 644028-642740 


CAR AVAILABLE 

Duty not paid. Excellent condition, 
Must sell by 3 June 
Best offer accepted 

Call 829520 




Apartment For Rent 

Furnished or unfurnished office with telephone for sale m JabaT 
Amman. 4th Circle, near Al Khalidi Hospital 

Two furnished apartments for rent in Tla’a Al Ali. Gardens Street 

Call 750305 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A ground floor apartment consisting of three bedrooms and 
facilities, with garden and playground for children, central 
heating, water, electricity and telephone. Located behind A! 
Shmeisani Bakeries and the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA); could be rented furnished or unfurnished. 

For more information, please call tel. 686967 Mr. Sami. 


FOR RENT 

Ground floor of a 2 floor villa for rent with or without-- 
furniture. Mar] Al Hamam. Alia Housing District. 

-^Enquiries. Starting Tuesday June 1. 

Tel. 688860 


•J 

■ 

W 

■ 

# 

* 


4 

r * 

f 

r 

•) 



A 

Y 


A 

T 


Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 

1. UNDER SIEGE 
2 . LOOK WHO’S TALKING 


Shows: 11*0 AP.. I*. 3:00. 4:45. 6:30. 8*0. 10*0 p.n. 







Hi 
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Happy Eid Al Adhp 

Adel Imam — in 

The Forgotten 

Arabic 


Shows at 11 a.m.. 1:00. 3 JO. 630. 830. 1030. 12:30 p.m. 



Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


■ 

Happy Eid Al Adha 
1. Patriot Games 

Stow: 3 JO, 6:15, 8 JO, MM0 p.m. 

2. Problem Child “2” 

Shows: 1130 a.m„ 130 p.m. 


Tel.: 675571 

AI Mashbti Theatre 


The Friends of the Book Society will orga- 
nise a concert by 

Jafra Troupe for Folk Arts 

on Wednesday, June 2, at 5 p.m., and 
on Thursday, June 3, at 8 p.m. 


Nabil & Hisham’s Tel.: 625155 

AH LAN THEATRE 


Happy Eid Al Adha 
On the occasion c' Eid Al Adha 

1. Welcome Parliament and Budget 
play 

on Tuesday and Thursday at 5:30 and 9 p.m. 

2. Welcome New World Order 

H9L9on Wednesday and Friday at 5:30 and 9 
p.m. 
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Opposition takes early 


£ad in Cambodia poll 


PJHNOM PENH (AP) — The 
opposition party Functnpcc, 
.which has supported recondlia- 
aon rather than warfare with the 
; fanatical Khmer Rouge, took an 
early, lead Saturday in Cambo- 
dia’s election. 

, -U.N. spokesman Eric Fait re- 
.leased the count of a total 10 per 
pent of the valid votes in four 

ptxmtv^s including the capital. 
'TVe figures showed Funripec 
with - 54 per cent, the ruling 
rpairnbodian People's Party with 
•30" per cent and the opposition 
Jfaddhist Liberal Democratic 
;PSaty with four per cent. 
-~-Gambodia has 21 provinces. 

. The six-day U.N.-organised 
■p 6 U; aimed at ending nearly 13 
-years of civil war, conducted Fri- 
day.' ‘Final results in most pro- 
vinces will be known by Sunday, 
-Mf. Fait said. 

'■•“The government party has said 
irwould treat the Khmer Rouge 
-hs insurgents if it won the elec- 
tion,, raising fears of renewed 
‘Warfare. Fundpec, which is loyal 
■tb- former monarch Prince Noro- 
dom Sihanouk, has said it would 
rather negotiate with the fanatical 
guerrillas in the interest of 
national reconciliation, and 
: perhaps involve them in power- 
sharing 

The United Nations Saturday 
recognised the election, Cambo- 
dia's first multi-party election 
■since: 1972. opening the way for 
fomudion of an internationally 
accepted post-war government. 

“On behalf of the secretary- 
general and of the United Na- 
tions, 1 have no hesitation in 
declining that the conduct of the 
'elections was free and fair,” said 
the -U.N. peacekeeping mission 
chief, Yasushi Akashi. 


All three main parties, said 
Saturday they would honour the 
results of the election. 

U.N. officials have worried the 


losers might not accept the out- 
id t 


At a meeting with die three 
main parties, Mr. Akashi said 89 


come, and have stressed over the 
past two days that all parties 
agreed by participating in the 
election to honour its results. 

The U.S. mission isued a state- 
ment saying that numerous inde- 
pendent observbers saw no se- 
rious irregularities in the ballot- 
ing, and Washingtong will recog- 
nise the results. 

sting 
Mr. 

per cent of the country's 4.7 
million registered voters cast bal- 
lots. 

“In ouir view they did so with- 
out fear, in an atmosphere of 
calm that was almost completely 
free of violence and intimida- 
tion," Mr. Akashi said. “There 
was no significant disruption of 
the polling.” 

The election was for a 120- 
member constituent assembly 
that is to adopt a democratic 
constitution within three months, 
then form a government. 

Mr. Akashi proposed setting ■ 
up a body consisting of the win- 
ning parties to help guide the 
country until the new government 
is formed. It should be led by 
national reconciliation leader 
Prince Norodom Sihanok, he 
said. 

Prince Sihanouk thanked the 
U.N. misson for its “historic 
success m the election process" 
but warned there could be vio- 
lence wben the results are 
announced. 

“We might face difficulties, 
even in the military field,” be told 
the meeting. 


■ ■ ■ ■ 

Spokesman denies Mubarak 
said cleric is a CIA agent 


£>iRO (AP) — A spokesman 
-foiC President Hosni Mubarak de- 
nied Saturday a government 
newspaper's report that the presi- 
dent said radical Sheikh Omar 
A^dul Rahman works for the 
Central « Intelligence Agency 

(OA)- 

Mohananad Abdul Monem, 
Mr, Mubarak's ppess- secretaqe 
uid the Associated Press that AJ 
Gomburia, -which ^printed. Obe. 
story on Thursday, was to print a 
retraction on Sunday. ‘ 

He said tire newspaper's prob- 
lem resulted from “some mistake 
and misinterpretation . ” 

- “There were hundreds of re- 
porters, and tire only newspaper 
that published this was A1 
Gomhuria,” Mr. Abdul -Moneim 
■ said. “I didn't hear the president 
saying this." 

The newspaper’s editor, who 
raid be wrote the article, told tire 
AP he mistakenly attributed 
other people's comments to the 

pfesident. 

, 4 “Our meeting with the presi- 
ded Was more of a discussion and 
exchange of viewpoints,” editor 
Mattfouz A1 Ansary said. “Some 
writejrs were expressing their 
views* that Egypt should check 
-newspaper reports that Sheikh 
iQmat was a CIA agent since 
ItteO-T I. wrote the article, and 
there was a mixup about who said 


attacking me ami insulting me. I 
(fid not answer him," Mr. Ansary 
quoted Mr. Mubarak as saying. 
“The sheikh has been a CIA 
agent since his days m Afghanis- 
tan. He stiO earns a salary." 

US. Secretaiy of State Warren 
Christopher, other U.S. officials 
and an attorney representing the 
blind cleric denied the assertion. 

Sb#$K Abdul Rahman, who 
has lived in the United. jSttate? 
since 1990, has been tried and 
acquitted three times in Egypt 
since on Muslim extremist 
charges. Mr. Mubarak's govern- 
ment accuses him of sponsoring 
extremist violence in Egypt tire 
b eginnin g of 1992 in which more 


than 150 people, mainly ex 

: (Bed. 


4 *i 


- .Mr. Mubarak held two meet- 
ings. -Wednesday to observe 
Media Day, an annual govern- 
ment celebration of Egyptian 
pmrnalists. Around GOO people 
attended one session, selected 
editors, commentators and intel- 
lectuals the other. 
vQn-such occasions Cairo's nor- 
mally uncensored media are held 
dOsely to guidelines on what to 
report- After Wednesday’s gener- 
«1 •session, for instance. Informa- 
tion.. Minister Safwat AJ Sherif 
beefed journalists on which of 
tiKLpresident’s comments should 
be'peported. 

-Mr. Ansary's un by lined article 
said-the purported comments ab- 
out- Sheikh Abdul Rahman’s ser- 
vices -to the CIA were from the 
j pyiA with senior journalists. 
/•“He (Abdul Rahman) 
speared on American television 


ists and police, have 

Suspects in tire World Trade 
Centre bombing have worshipped 
at a New Jersey mosque where 
Sheikh Abdul Rahman, once 
charged m the assassination of 
Mr. Mubarak's predecessor 
Anwar Sadat, is a preacher. 

Mr. Ansary also quoted Mr. 
Mubarak as 'saying the visa that 
Sheikh Abdul Rahman received 
from U.S. officials in Sudan “was 
not issued by mistake” as claimed 
by Washington but “because of 
services he did." 

The newspaper also reported 
that the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigations (FBI), in charge of 
domestic security in the United 
States, disagrees with tire CIA 
about Sheikh Abdul Rahman's 
presence. The blind sheikh is 
contesting attempts to deport 
him. 

Despite denials in Cano and 
Washington, Sheikh Abdul Rah- 
man's presence in the United 
States is thought to be an irritant'' 
in dose U.S. -Egyptian relations. 

“There is a -cloud, definitely,” 
political commentator Moham- 
mad Sid -Ahmad, whose politics 
are left of centre, said Saturday. 

He told the Associated Press 
that Egypt feels tire Clinton admi- 
nistration is less supportive of its 

problems or the Middle East 

peace process than previous 
administrations. 

And about Sheikh Abdul Rah- 
man, be said, “there have been 
misunderstandings, misinter- 
pretations and mutual recrimina- 
tions.” 



UNDER SIEGE: Palestinian women return home leave the occupied territories which have been 
catTyiag supplies from Israel to tire occupied Gaza under closure since late March 
Strip after securing rarely issued Israeli permits to 


Sheikh Isa 


says Iran 

should show 


Saudi Arabia reaffirms 


rejection of Haj politics 


intention 


BAHRAIN (AP) — The emir, 
Sheikh Ira Ben Salman A1 Khali- 
fa, was quoted Saturday as saying 
confidence and cooperation be- 
tween the Gulf Arab states and 
Iran would end the need for 
foreign military presence. 

“It matters for us to see good 
relations among all regional 
states because it matters for us to 
have stability in the region ... 
deriving from tire good intentions 
and pursuit of high moral princi- 
ples," he told the Kuwait daily A1 
Seyassah. Excerpts of the inter-, 
view were published simul- 
taneously in Bahrain. 

He said: “Neighbours must en- 
joy good relations and be con- 
cerned about their regional secur- 
ity, protect and fortify it, without 
need for help from anyone. 

That, he said, provided “secur- 
ity arrangements become such 
that no feared the other and basis 
was good bilateral relations.” 

Sheikh Isa was responding to a 
question about the outconie of 
Iranian Foreign. Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati’s visit to Bahrain 
and other Gulf states earlier this 
month. 

Iran has been caffing for an end 
to the U.S;-fcd mffitary presenc e 
in tire region. It has deplored 
defence pacts signed between 


Arab states and Western powers; 
masting that security of the oil- 
rich Gulf was the responsibility of 
its littoral states. 


MECCA (AP) — The kingdom 
said Saturday it would not allow 
political demonstrations or slo- 
ganeering in Mecca, two days 
after banning an anti-Western 
march by Iranian pilgrims. 

Meanwhile close to 1.5 million 
white-robed pilgrims from 
throughout the Muslim world, 
emulating the. Prophet Moham- 
mad's practice, trekked the five 
kilometres from Mecca to tire 
plains to Mina. 

Saudi Arabia's decision to 
block the Iranian “deliverance 
from pagans” ceremony Thurs- 
day earned it two days of invec- 
tive from Iranian leaders. 

The fiareup over the rally, 
which Iran often uses as a vehicle 
to blast the United States and 
Israel, has harmed relations be- 
tween the two Gulf oil giants — 
which had been improving quick- 

iy- 

The state-run Saudi Press 
Agency quoted a responsible 
source, its term for a government 
spokesman, as saying the king- 
dom would not tolerate such ral- 
lies. 

“The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
would like to reaffirm its categor- 
ic rejection of marches, groupings 
or demonstrations and anything 
along tfae hnes of chanting, slo- 
gans and tire carrying of pictures 
and banners in gpqeipL” the 
source said. 

The source said the kingdom 
“will not allow any party whatev- 
er it may be and at any time 
whatsoever,, to violate religion 


on its territory with what contra- 
dicts the Islamic faith or to under- 
take any act that upsets security 
of its lands.” 

Although Saudi Arabia has 
warned annually that it will not 
tolerate disturbances during the 
pilgrimage, Saturday's statement 
was the toughest and most speci- 
fic so far. 

For the past two years, the 
pilgrims have been allowed to 
stage the Shiite Muslim “deliver- 
ance from pagans” ceremonies, 
but only wi thin a very restricted 
area. Also, the Iranians were 
required to live in an isolated 
pilgrims' c am p. 

This year, as a result of the 
improvement in relations, the pil- 
grims were given freedom of 
movement within the Mecca area 
with the understanding that their 
ceremonies would be held only in 
small groups, Saudi sources said, 
speaking on condition of anony - 1 
raity. 

But the pilgrims’ leader, - 
Mohammad Mobammadi 
Reyshahri, instead issued a public 
call for the largest possible num- 
ber of pilgrims to gather for the 
rally. 

That, the sources said,' is' what 
prompted.tfae Saudi authorities to 
move in and prevent tire Iranians 
gathering in large numbers when 
they tried to do so Thursday. 

Iran's spiri t u al leader. Ayatol- 
lah Ali Khamenei, on Saturday 
blasted the Saudi ban, Tehran's 
official Islamic republic 
agency said (see page 2 ). 


news 


Christopher condemns 


Iran as world pariah 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Condemning the current Iranian 
regime as an “international 
pariah,” Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher says tire United 
States will consult with Its allies 
about further isolating Iran due 
to its t e r rori st tactics. 

The secretary made the re- 
marks Friday in a television inter- 
view on the Cable News Network 
that also covered the current state 
of the Mideast peace talks and 
the situation in Bosnia. 

Concerning reports that sub- 
stantial amounts of money have 
flowed from Iran to those accused 
of bombing the World Trade 
■Centre' in New York. Mr. 
Christopher said, “We're follow- 
ing that situation very closely, but 
we don't have any final condu- 

— ? it 

sion. 

Asked whether the World 
Trade Centre explosion was the 
result of “state-sponsored terror- 
ism,” Mr. Christopher said, “We 
want to be very sure before we 
reach a conclusion like that.” But 
he said “the level of hostility” 
between the United Stales and 
Iran “is very high right now.” 

“I think the conduct of Iran is 
such that they deserve to be. made 
a pariah on the international 
scene.” Mr. Christopher de- 
clared. ‘ “Their conduct in spon- 


soring t er rorism elsewhere, their 
conduct in trying to assemble tire 
weapons of mass destruction, 
their attitude towards their own 
people — human rights violations 
in their own country — I think 
fully justify the action the United 
Stales is taking toward Iran to 
isolate Iran.” 

Asked about an Egyptian 
newspaper report alleging that 
Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman, an 
alleged associate of those sus- 
pected in the World Trade Centre 
bombing, has been “an agent of 
American intelligence services,” 
Mr. Christopher replied he is 
“quite confident” that “he has 
not been.” 

Mr. Christopher also said the 
United States is “very concerned 
about the situation in Afghanis- 
tan, and the fact that it does seem 
to be breeding-ground for terror- 
ist activities around the world.” 


Regarding the Mideast peace 
Iks, Mr. On 


talks, Mr. Christopher said “the 
negotiations were totally stale- 
mated” when President Clinton 
came to office but the administra- 
tion is “making good strides and 
working our way out of that 
problem... The United States is 
going to play its role of full 
partner. There will be new round 
starting in June... I think there 
can be pr og r e ss in 1993.” 



^assembly 

dissolved 


ISLAMABAD (R) — The gov- 
ernor -of Punjab, Pakistan’s most 
populous province, dissolved the 
provincial parliament Saturday 
ahef .will swear in a caretaker 
cabinet later, officials said. No 
official reason for the decision by 
Governor Chaudhry Altaf Hus- 
sain. was not immediately avail- 
able.' 

' But the announcement came 
aftyer .state television said 91 pro- 
vincial deputies had decided to 
Uidve no-confidence motion in 
Chief Minister Manzoor Ahmad 
Wattop, an opponent of newly- 
restored Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif. 

.Political analysts said it was 
essential for Mr. Sharif to reas- 
sert his authority in Punjab. 


Kidnapped Americans freed in Yemen 


SANAA (Agencies) — Two 
American oil men, kidnapped by 
tribesmen in eastern Yemen five 
days ago, were freed unharmed 
Saturday, their employer said. 

George Slaughter, general- 
manager for Yemen Hunt Oil 
Company, said his two employees 
— HarveJ Bennett, 37, and Bob 
Hicks, 57 were released at noon 
(0900 GMT). 

Hie two oilmen were released 
and taken to the Sanaa headquar- 
ters of Hunt Oil. 

Wilber Rainey, the company’s 
security official, said the two 
were in good health. 

“They were released at noon 
and flown by a government heli- 
copter to the company's office 
and they looked in good health 
and spirit,” Mr. Rainey told Reu- 
ters. 

The release followed negotia- 
tions between Yemen's govern- 


ment and the tribesmen, who had 
kidnapped the two to demand the 
release of four fellow tribesmen 
sentenced to death for killing a 
police major. 

Mr. Rainey said he did not 
know if there were any conditions 
for the release of the Dallas- 
based Hunt Oil employees “but 
the government and the govern- 
ment and the sheikhs (of the 
tribe) were very cooperative.” 

About 25 men from the power- 
ful Hashed tribe ambushed the 
oilmen 50 kilometres north of 
their village A1 Jawf and took 
them to a hideout 100 kilometres 
northeast of Sanaa. 

Earlier Saturday, reliable 
sources siad the government was 
determined to secure tire uncon- 
ditional release of the two men 
and capture the kidnappers. 

Mr. Rainey said he did not 
know if the captors were 


arrested. 

The Americans were held in an 
extinct volcano mountain called 
Yam between Jawf and Marib, 
some 200 kilometres east of 
Sanaa. 


_ Some 5,000 Yemeni troops 
ringed the region Wednesday 
morning, when the kidnappers 
and hostages were tracked down. 
There was a minor shootout at 
first, but no casualties were re- 
ported as negotiations proceeded 
over the next few days. 

Mr. Slaughter told the Associ- 
ated Press the men were “in good 

shape. No injuries, no adverse 
afreets.” 


The governor who had led 
negotiations for their release in- 
sisted they have lunch with him 
before heading for Sanaa, Mr. 
Slaughter said. 


Alge. 
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extenc’s 


curfew to 


new areas 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Bat- 
tling an insurgency by Muslim 
fundamentalists, the government 
said Saturday it will expand a 
curfew to three more areas to a 
radius of about 250 kilometres 
from Algiers. 

The action, to take effect next 
Saturday, will increase the radius 
by about 100 kilometres, includ- 
ing the prefectures of Chief to the 
west, Msila to the east and DjeHa 
to the south. 

Altogether 10 prefectures, in- 
cluding Algiers, will be affected 
by the curfew, which bans all 
pedestrians and cars off roads 
except for official vehicles be- 
tween 10:30 p.m. and 5 a.m. 

“The extension of these restric- 
tive measures is dictated by the 
need to preserve security of prop- 
erty and people,” the Interior 
Ministry said in announcing the 
action. 

Clashing have been reported in 
recent weeks in Msila and Chief 
between security forces and mili- 
tant fundamentalists, whose im- 
minent election victory in Janu- 
1992 was cancelled and a state 


of emergency declared. 

In addition to Agliers,' the cur- 
few covers the prefectures of 
Blida, Medea, Bourme'des, 
Bouria, and ’Ain Defla and Tipa- 


The government imposed the 
curfew on the seven departments, 
including Algeris on Dec. 5, fol- 
lowing an escalation of violence 
blamed on Muslim fundamental- 
ists. It initially ran from -10:30 
p.m. to 5 a.m. but was modified 
to 11 p.m. to 5:30 a.m. at the start 
of tiie fasting month of Ramadan. 

The wave of violence which has 
swept Algeria in the last 15 
months has killed more than 600 
civilians and members of the 
security forces. 

The authorities blame the kill- 
ings on Muslim fundamentalist 
supporters of the Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) which was out- 
lawed last year after the cancella- 
tion of Algeria’s first multi-party 
elections which it was poised to 


win. 


Churches urge Israel 


to open occupied lands 


LIMASSOL, Cyprus (Agencies) 
— Middle East churches repre- 


senting 14 million Christians 
urged Israel Saturday to lift its 


closure of the occupied territories 
to give Christian and Muslim 
worshippers free access to Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

The Middle East Council of 
Churches said tbe closure of the 
-West Bank and Gaza Strip pre- 
vented worshippers reaching 
Jerusalem from the occupied ter- 
ritories and was an obstacle to 
Middle East peace talks. 

“Jerusalem will cease to be the. 
Jerusalem of all if it remains 
dosed in this way. No one reli- 
gion could monopolise Jerusalem 
for Jerusalem has a special status 
for Christians, Muslims and 
Jews,” it said in a statement. 

“The executive committee rep- 
resenting the churches of the 
Middle East endorses the call of 
Christians and Muslims to lift the 
military closure immediately,” it 
added at the end of a three-day 
meeting of the committee in this 
port ami resort. 

The council indudes all the 
Eastern and Oriental Orthodox, 
Catholic and Protestant churches 
in 22 countries in the region 


Bishop Samir Kafity, primate 
at the Era 


;piscopal Church at Jeru- 
salem, said it represented 14 mil- 
lion Christians among 170 million 
Muslims and 4.5 million Jews in 
the Middle East. 

Israel sealed off the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip in late March. 

Tbe closure cut off nearly two ' 
million Palestinians from occu- 
pied Arab East Jerusalem. 


A grenade was thrown at a bus 
of tourists in the centre of Beth- 
lehem Saturday and Palestinians 
were suspected, an ^ army 
announcement said. No injuries 
or damage resulted, it said. 

The army imposed a curfew on 
the occupied West Bank town 
following the incident and sear- 
ched for the assailant, the state- 
ment said. Arab reports said 

there was no curfew. 

Meanwhile, the curfew 
damped shut on occupied Heb- 
ron, 25 kilometres south of Beth- 
lehem, went into its second day 
Saturday, while soldiers con- 
tinued its search for assailants 
who stabbed to death a Jewish 
settler on his way to prayers at 
the Cave of the Patriarchs Friday, 
the army said. 

The man was a Yeshiva student 
on leave from the army, and lived 
in tbe adjacent settlement, Kiryat 
Arba, an army statement said. 

The army reinforced its troops 
stationed in Hebron to prevent 
settler riots at the end of the 
Jewish Sabbath, Saturday sunset, 
state radio reported. 

Jewish settlers in Hebron told 
Israel Radio that Hamas mem- 
bers, Islamic fundamentalists, kil- 
led the settler in response to the 
army’s slaying of two Hamas 
activists from Hebron 10 days 
ago. 

In occupied Gaza City, the 
body of Abed Rashid Gandu, 24 
from the Shati refugee camp was 
found in the street Friday night, 
the army said. 

Local residents told the army 
he was shot dead by Palestinians. 



Pakistan offers "fresh beginning' with India 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has 
offered to make a “fresh beginning” in relations with India and 
called for a resumption of talks to settle core issues between the 
two neighbours. He made tbe offer in a reply to a message from 
Indian Prime Minister P.V. Nararimha Rao welcoming Mr. 
Sharif s reinstatement as premier by the supreme court. Foreign 
Ministry sources said Saturday. Mr. Sharif said he warmly 
reciprocated Mr. Rao’s desire that “Pakistan and India should 
order their relations and settle the outstanding issues between them 
through dialogue.” I am looking forward to the resumption of our 
dialogue aimed at a satisfactory resolution of the core issues 
between our countries. Let us make a fresh beginning.” 


French foreign minister ends Moroccan visit 


RABAT (R) — French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe wrapped up 
a visit to Morocco Saturday saying he had assured King Hassan and 
government leaders of France's desire to open up a new era in 
relations with the kingdom. Speaking at the airport at the end of his 
first visit to an Arab country since taking office, be said he and the 
king had discussed international problems at a long meeting 
Friday. He said he had raised with Prime Minister Mohammad 
Karim Lamrani and Foreign Minister Abdul Latif Filati the idea of 
Morocco contributing troops to police security zones in tbe 
troubled former Yugqlsav Republic of Bosnia. “We hope other 
countries will trake part. Morocco is a member of the U.N. 
Security Council and we discussed this question. It is up to the 
Moroccans to decide," he added. 


Egypt police allow militant processions 


ASSIUT, Egypt (R) — Police in southern Egypt will allow Islamic 
militants to hold processions Sunday night to mark the climax of 
the pilgrimage to Mecca, a senior political source said Saturday. 
“We must not make an issue out of these processions.'* the source 
said. A1 Gama’a A1 Islamiya (Islamic Group), which is fighting to 
overthrow the government and turn Egypt into a purist Islamic 
state, plans processions through' the university city of Assiut and 
four smaller towns. 


Clinton "stupid* on foreign affairs — Babel 


BAGHDAD (R) — U.S: President Bill Clinton is a liar, an 
opportunist and know-nothing about foreign affairs, an Iraqi 
newspaper said Saturday in a> stinging attack. “Four months after 
his entrance to the White House, Clinton's lies increased dramati- 
cally both at the internal and foreign levels,” said Babel, published 
by President Saddam Hussein's son Uday. It said Mr. Clinton was 
“stupid in foreign policy” and added that he had committed “a 
series of scandals in ministerial appointments and matters related 
to homosexuals and abortion.” The public attack was the harshest 
yet by Iraq on Mr. Clinton who has dashed Baghdad's hopes for a 
change in the hardline policy of former President George Bush who 

g ut together the allied coalition which drove Iraqi troops out of 
Kuwait. 


Turkish forces kill 7 Kurdish rebels 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish security forces killed seven Kurdish 
guerrillas Saturday while searching for those who killed 35 Turks in 
an attack on a bus on Monday, the semi-official Anatolian news 
agency reported. The rebels, members of the Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK), were killed in a -clash in the southeastern town of 
Silopi, Anatolian said. Three PKK rebels were captured in 
separate dashes in the towns of Bilgol, Siirt and Simak. The troops 
seized guns, rockets and ammunition. The Turkish security force 
have now killed 28 PKK rebels since the attack on the bus 


Tibetans arrested for shouting slogans 


BEUING (AP) — A small group of Tibetans began shouting 
slogans in central Lhasa and were immediately arrested, the 
London-based Tibet Information Network reported Saturday’. The 
group, which monitors affairs in the remote Himalayan region , said 
the short demonstration Friday was witnessed by Western 
travellers. About nine people took part, including three monks, 
they said. The network did not have any information on what the 1 
demonstrators shouted. Westerners reached by telephone at hotels 
Saturday night said the dty was quiet. Friday’s incident broke 
several days of tense calm that followed anti-Chinese protests 
Monday and Tuesday in Lhasa, the Tibetan capital. Western 
travellers said the protests began over price hikes and a recent 
sharp increase in the number of ethnic Chinese tradesmen in the 
aty, which the Tibetans said robbed them of business Police nut 
down the protests Monday and Tuesday with tear-gas barraJe* 
and mounted heavy patrols. 5 * cs ’ 


Qatar and France conclude war games 


DUBAI (R) — Qatar and France held six days of war sam« 
.involving air, naval and ground exercises, the Oauri N^A® 
said Saturday. The «erases we re 2S 
show at Doha airbase, it added It mv* m *v,**kTj .. an a,r 

smaHGuIf Arab stare of Qatar. which^ntJSs^Se ofti^worid't 
largest gas reserves, bas an army of about 7,000 mem W 

^ * m m 
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Library Of Congress 

scolded over 
Marshall papers 


WASHINGTON (R) -7 UJ- 
Supreme Court Chief Justice Wu- 
liam Rehnquist scolded the Lib- 
rary Of Congress for making pub- 
lic the papers of late Justice rbur- 
good Marshall so soon after Ins 
death, the Washington Post re- 
ported. In a letter to Librarian Of 
Congress Director James Bimng- 
ton, Justice Rehnquist said he 
was speaking for “a majority of 
the active justices” and warned 
other justices might not give the 
library their papers because of its 
“bad judgment" in the Marshall 
case. Inside accounts of Supreme 
Court battles, some as recent as 
two years ago, have appeared in 
U.S. newspapers in the past week 
after the Library allowed jourrwl- 
ists access to Justice Marshall s 
papers just months after his death 
last January. Justice Marshal! re- 
tired from the court in 1991. The 
library insists it was following 
Justice Marshall's explicit instruc- 
tions in making the papers avail- 
able on an unrestricted basis. But 
friends of the late justice said he 
intended that his papers be made 
available only to scholars. 


Clinton aides spent 
extravagantly at 
DNC — report 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Commerce Secretary Ron 
Brown, while chairman of_ the 
Democratic National Committee 
(DNC), used limousine services 
worth thousands of dollars and 
stayed in expensive first-class 
accommodations while travelling, 
a news report said. According 10 
an investigation by the magazine 
U.S. News And World Report, 
Federal Election Commission re- 
cords and confidential DNC 
documents showed that Mr. 
Brown and senior DNC official 
Alexis Herman had “a penchant 
for first-class air travel, posh 
hotels and kerb-to-kerb 
limousine service.” A 17-day trip 
Mr. Brown took to promote 
democracy in sub-Sahara Africa 
in July. 1991 cost the DNC at least 
$36,000 and included expense 
advgpges of $10,000 to Mr. 
Brown and Ms. Herman, U.S. 
News reported. On a later trip to 
Taiwan and Hong Kong as a 
guest of their governments, Mr. 
Brown charged to the DNC 
phone calls he made to his law 
firm and $292 in gifts he bought 
while there, the magazine said. 
The DNC chairman also char- 
tered aircraft for domestic travel 
from companies and unions and 
regularly used free a six- 
passenger jet provided by toe 
Sheet Metal Workers Interna- 
tional Union, it sqid. In 1991, 
Union lawyers, concerned about 
compliance with campaign laws, 
demanded payment and settled a 
$7,000 reimbursement. During 
last December and January, 
while serving as Mr. Clinton's 
deputy transition director, Ms. 
Herman charged the DNC $6,015 
for limousines, services, including 
$754.50 in tips for her driver and 
$570 in mobile telephone 
charges, U.S. News said. In 1991 
and 1992 alone, the DNC spent 
$250,000 on limousine the maga- 
zine reported. 

Miami policeman 
acquitted in killing 
of black 


MIAMI (R) — Scattered rock- 
throwing broke out in Miami 
Friday after the acquittal of a 
Hispanic policeman in the shoot- 
ing death of a black motorcyclist 
and his passenger, police said. 
Police — equipped with riot hel- 
mets, shields and tear gas 

closed off a 70-block-long and 
30-block-wide area of Miami's 
inner-city neighbourhoods to 
control the violence and prevent 
any rioting. At least 22 people 
were arrested, most for hurling 
rocks and bottles at passing cars 
and police. About 10 of the 
arrests occurred after a mob of 
angry residents pelted a police 
station with rocks, authorities 
^id. Police denied earlier uncon- 
firmed reports of looting. Earlier 
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® ? late J ur y «n Orlando acquitted 
William Lozano, 33, of two 
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? 0U ? t ? ° f manslaughter in the 
fatal 1989 shooting of motorcyc- 
list Clement Lloyd and the result- 
mg death of his passenger, Alan 
Blanchard. The deaths ignited 
three days of rioting in Miami in 
which one teenager died and 
more than 370 other people were 
arrested. Lozano was convicted 
of manslaughter in an earlier 
trial, but an appeals court over* 

JUT' , ^“verdict and ordered a 
new Inal. Friday's verdict in the 
racially charged case was kept’ 

secret for four hours to rive 
hundreds of police and National 
Guardsmen with riot helmets and 
shields a chance to mobilise, in. . 
Miami and Orlando. Black com- 
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